
hope while constructing 

some of our favorite struc-

tures. 

In Ephesians 2, Paul uses a 

building metaphor to de-

scribe the way God is con-

structing the church. It is 

built on a foundation of the 

saints and apostles, with 

Christ as the cornerstone. 

This construction of God’s 

has two great goals. One is 

to transform you and me 

from strangers and aliens 

into members of God’s 

household. The second is for 

the whole structure to grow 

(Continued on page 2) 

that good buildings are 

those that adapt to new 

uses, different inhabitants, 

and changing customs. 

Buildings that can adapt and 

are indigenous to the local 

culture usually survive and 

thrive. 

Brand gives particular praise 

to structures built during the 

1930s by the New Deal pro-

grams – Civilian Conserva-

tion Corp, Public Works Ad-

ministration, and Works Pro-

ject Agency. These programs 

provided work for millions of 

people who had lost their 

income during the Depres-

sion. They found help and 
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What do 

WHO Radio 

and Presbyte-

rian have in 

common? 

They both 

have call letters. (I know this 

is a bit of a stretch, but bear 

with me for a moment.) I 

shared something (with ex-

ceptional volunteer assis-

tance) about call with the 

Presbytery when we met on 

the 16th, and I’ve been 

asked to share the thoughts 

with the broader presby-

tery, thus a question to get 

you thinking. 

As Presbyterians, we place 

a special emphasis on our 

call. The Scriptures are full 

of stories about or refer-

ences to a call from Abra-

ham and Sarah, Isaac, the 

disciples and Paul. We sing 

about it in hymns and 

songs such as Jesus Calls 
Us O’er the Tumult and 

Here I Am Lord where we 

sing “I have heard you call-

ing in the night,” and Come, 
Live In the Light where we 

sing “We are called to act 

with justice…” When a pas-

tor comes to a congrega-

tion, he or she is not hired, 

she or he is called. When 

people are ordained as eld-

(Continued on page 2) 

GA Stated Clerk’s Monthly Column: 
The Stuff God Is Putting Together 

Phil’s Corner 

A monthly 
column for 
the church-
at-large by 
The Rev. 
Gradye Par-
sons, Stated 

Clerk of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) 

August 2008 

One of my favorite books is 

How Buildings Learn, by 

Stewart Brand. It is a book 

about what happens to build-

ings after they are built. 

We tend to look at buildings 

as static objects with a utili-

tarian future. Brand argues 
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Events Calendar 
SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 21 – International 

Peace Day 

Sept. 22 – Native American 

Day 

Sept. 24-26 – Fall Polity 

Conference 2 p.m. to Noon. 

Sept. 26-28 – Association of 

Executive Presbyters (AEPs) 3 

p.m. — Noon 

Sept. 28 – Indianola Trin-
ity United Presbyterian 
Church, building dedication 

and open house. 

Sept. 28 – Evangelism Day 

Sept. 28-30 – Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies Meeting 

at Mt. Olivet Conference & 

Retreat Center, Farmington, 

MN. Beginning with dinner at 

5:30 p.m., the meeting is 

scheduled to adjourn Tues-

day, Sept. 30, at 11:30 a.m. 

The purposes of the meeting 

are to elect officers, to hear 

reports, to worship, to grow 

in fellowship and to take such 

actions as are necessary. 

Sept. 28-30 – MGB/GAC 

meeting 6 p.m. — Noon 

OCTOBER IS CLERGY 
APPRECIATION MONTH 
Oct. 3 – Budget and Fi-
nance Committee Meeting, 

Noon at the Presbytery Office 

Oct. 3-4 – The Summer Col-

legium is scheduled for June 

24-July 2, 2009. A project 

that supports small congrega-

tions, is now accepting appli-

cations for the Summer 2009 

event, which will take place 

at Virginia Theological Semi-

nary in Alexandria, VA. This 

nine-day intensive residential 

program, ecumenical in 

scope, for clergy in mid-

career serving small parishes 

(average worship attendance 

100 or fewer). Each summer 

the Collegium will serve 25 

clergy (along with their 

spouses or partners), ad-

dressing the specific needs of 

clergy and clergy households 

committed to small-church 

ministry. Single clergy and 

non-ordained pastors are 

welcome to apply. This is an 

ecumenical project sponsored 

by the Lilly Endowment Inc. 

Applications are online at: 

www.vts.edu/education/

collegium, or contact Marilyn 

Johns, mjohns@vts.edu or 

703-461-1760. Applications 

will be available Sept. 1, 

2008. The postmark deadline 

for your application is Dec. 

15, 2008. 

Oct. 3-4 – Healthy Congre-
gations Workshop, sponsored 

by the Presbytery of Central 

Nebraska and This workshop 

is designed to equip leaders 

to respond to the presence or 

potential threat of anxiety in 

a congregational system in 

ways that prevent destructive 

conflict and help the church 

stay focused on its unique 

mission and purpose. The 

workshop leader is the Rev. 

Dave Moore, of New Summit 

Church and it will be held at 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Grand Island, Neb., on Friday 

from 7-9:30 p.m. and Satur-

day from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Dave received his training 

from the Lombard Mennonite 

Peace Center. Cost is $40 

per person, includes manual 

and lunch. Registration 

deadline is Sept. 22. For 

details, contact the Presby-

tery of Central Nebraska at 

308-236-6996 or 

office@centralnepresby.org. 

Oct. 4 Social Ministries 

Task Force at the Presby-

tery Office 

Oct. 4 Two Rivers Re-

gional Partnership Fall Bus 

Trip, Touring, Herbert Hoo-

ver National Site and Presi-

dential Museum. $25, Reg-

istration began August 1. 

Hurry, it fills up fast! 

Oct. 5 – Peacemaking Of-

fering/World Communion 

Oct. 5 – Mission Fair at 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Ottumwa 

Oct. 7 – Congregational 
Care and Development 
Committee Meeting 1:30 

p.m. at Westminster Pres-

byterian Church, Des 

Moines 

Oct. 7 – Compañeros 
Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at West-

minster Presbyterian 

Church, Des Moines 

Oct. 8 – Retired Pastors 
Luncheon at Calvin Com-

munity, Noon 

Oct. 9 – Coordinating 
Council Meeting, 4 p.m. at 

Calvin Community, Des 

Moines 

Oct. 11 – Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry 
Meeting, 9 a.m. at the Pres-

bytery office. 

Oct. 12 – Presbyterian HIV/

AIDS Awareness 

Oct. 13 – Immigrant & Immi-

gration Workshop, 2-4 p.m., 

at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in West Des Moines 

Oct. 13 – Columbus Day ob-

served 

Oct. 15 – Stewardship & 
Mission Interpretation 
(SMI) Committee Meeting 

9 a.m., at the Presbytery Of-

fice 

Oct. 16 – World Food Day 

Oct. 16 – Lunch & Learn, 
Presbytery Office (annual 

reports) 

Oct. 19 – Children’s Sabbath, 

Domestic Violence Awareness 

Oct. 19 – Installation for 

Rev. Suzanne Gorhau at 
Centerville First Presbyte-
rian Church, 4 p.m. 

Oct. 24 – United Nations Day 

Oct. 26 – Reformation Sun-

day 

Oct. 29-31 – PCN Regional 

Conference, Menucha Camp 

and Conference Center, OR 

Oct. 31-Nov. 2 – Sunday 

Scientist Symposium, A na-

tional symposium sponsored 

by the ELCA’s Alliance for 

Faith, Science, and Technol-

ogy is at Faith Lutheran 

Church in Clive. Registration 

fee for students is $70; for 

others $95. For details go to: 

www.elca.org/

faithandscience, or call 

515-255-5055, or e-mail 

dsickles@mindspring.com. 
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Outreach to immigrant com-

munities in the U.S. is not 

just a matter of biblical im-

perative, Thorne added, it’s 

a matter of denominational 

survival. “In 30 years, the 

U.S. is going to be minority 

Caucasian,” she explained, 

“but the PCUSA is 90% Cau-

casian — unless something 

changes, we’re dying.” 

And new immigrant ministry 

is, theologically, far more 

than simply “welcoming the 

stranger,” Thorne said. 

“Look, Abraham and Sarah 

were deported. Joseph was 

trafficked, Jesus was a politi-

cal asylee. The New Testa-

ment is not so much a story 

of strangers being welcomed 

as it is the creation of a new 

community of inclusion. The 

same people Presbyterians 

meet on mission trips are in 

our own neighborhoods.” 

And those people need help 

navigating the labyrinthine 

U.S. immigration laws. 

“We’ve lost five pastors (to 

deportation) this year,” 

Thorne said, “mostly be-

cause of simple mistakes. 

Religious worker cases are 

extremely complex, so many 

attorneys don’t know all the 

ins and outs.” 

She also encourages each 

presbytery she visits to es-

tablish an immigration task 

force. “There are so many 

issues — such as power of 

attorney, delegation of pa-

rental authority for children, 

legal recourse in case of 

raids,” she said. 

“We have resources — Bible 

studies, manuals for setting 

up ESL and naturalization 

classes, tools for legislative 

advocacy,” Thorne said. “But 

congregations and presbyter-

ies have to be involved. It’s 

painful how few Americans 

are informed.” 

As if she doesn’t have 

enough to do, Thorne said 

she will be attempting to re-

vitalize a dormant group 

called “Presbyterians for Just 

Immigration” to help better 

support Presbyterians’ immi-

gration efforts. 

This story available online: 

www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2008/08674 

GUSTAV DEALS MINIMAL 
DAMAGE TO PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHES IN NEW ORLEANS 
LOUISVILLE — Presbyterian 

churches in New Orleans sus-

tained minimal damage from 

Hurricane Gustav, though the 

fate of Presbyterian churches 

and property elsewhere in 

south Louisiana remained 

unknown as of Sept. 5. 

Meanwhile, it appears that 

the Mississippi Gulf Coast, 

decimated so badly by Hurri-

cane Katrina three years ago, 

escaped Gustav with little 

destruction. 

“An update from the New 

Orleans area shows that the 

churches are all in good 

shape except most do not yet 

have power,” the Rev. Alan 

D. Cutter, general presbyter 

of South Louisiana Presby-

tery, said Friday. “There has 

been a couple of church signs 
continued on page 6 

PCUSA Update continued from page 5 News Index for August 11-Sept. 12 
Notes about people www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08594 

Exile on main street www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08595 

Steps in the right direction www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08597 

New mission appointees begin service 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08600 

Renowned Colombian Presbyterian Orlando Fals Borda is dead 
at age 83 www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08603 

Revised Form of Government Task Force begins work 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08604 

Seminary news www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08606 

Annual peacemaking colloquium set for Sept. 15-17 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08610 

A ‘peaceful presence’ in the midst of ‘chaos’ 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08613 

New Life for 100-Year-Old Building 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08616 

Notes about people www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08620 

Presbyterians asked to pray for Christians in India 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08621 

Mending: A message for the PCUSA from the GA vice-moderator 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08624 

Presbyterians, Adventists continue conversations 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08625 

Washington Office mission study announced 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08629 

Presbyterian leaders assessing damage from Gustav 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08630 

A Vital Word: A monthly column for the church by the stated 
clerk www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08632 

BOP renews Mayo’s Health Assessment 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08633 

African ecumenical leader says church helped end Kenyan vio-
lence www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08634 

Regional WARC leader asks for prayers for storm victims 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08641 

The ‘elephant’ is relevance www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08646 

PCUSA-backed farmworkers help bring slave bosses to justice 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08648 

Notes about people www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08649 

New immigrant ministries consultation set 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08650 

Choosing to go far www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08654 

Whole Foods and CIW reach agreement 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08655 

Stated clerk joins in mourning Imam who pushed for moderate 
U.S. Islam www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08658 

Oklahoma court rules that Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery is legal 
owner of Tulsa church’s property 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08659 

Appeals court orders release of Philippine pastor accused of 
murder www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08661 

Moderator challenges immigrant ministries convocation to build 
a healthy future www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08663 
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Church Administrator – 
General Assembly Council, 
Louisville, Ky. 
A church administrator’s 

position is available. Salary 

range is $33,101-$41,694. 

To see a job description, go 

to: 24Hwww.pcusa.org/clc, 

click on ‘Opportunity 

Search’, put in Kentucky, 

see Presbyterian Church CIF 

ID#71005.AAO Theology 

and Worship Area. 

Data Entry Volunteers – 
Linn County, Ia. 
Linn County and the Chris-

tian Reformed World Relief 

Committee (“Green Shirts”) 

continue the process of con-

Employment Opportunities 

Attend the Tent-
makers Confer-
ence, Oct. 24-26 
The Association of Presbyte-

rian Tentmakers (APT) in-

vites you to the 2008 Annual 

Tentmaking Conference, 

Friday, (5 p.m.) Oct. 24 thru 

Sunday, (Noon) Oct. 26, at 

Ghost Ranch in Santa Fe, 

NM, 505-982-8539, 

www.ghostranch.org 

This conference is for Tent-

making pastors, prospective 

tentmakers, commissioned 

lay pastors, seminarians, 

candidates & inquirers, fully 

salaried pastors, new immi-

grant fellowships, judicatory 

staff, pastoral search com-

mittees, bi-vocational per-

sonnel and COM members 

Preaching will be Rev. Dr. 

Bill Hedrick and Keynote 

presentations are from Phil 

Aspinall from United King-

dom and CHRISM. 

Conference supporters are: 

The Presbytery of Santa Fe, 

The Synod of the South-

west. 

Registration cost starts at 

$250. To register, contact 

Fred Bunning, 1035 20th St. 

SW, Loveland, CO 80537, 

fcvlbunning@msn.com. 

To learn more, visit their 

website at: 

www.pcusatentmakers.org. 

ducting needs assessments 

for flood survivors. They 

need DATA ENTRY volun-

teers. If you can help, con-

tact Leslie Wright at 

lwright@uweci.org, with the 

United Way of East Central 

Iowa. 

Half-time Mission Coordina-
tor – Prospect Hill Presby-
tery, Storm Lake, Ia. 
Contact Mary Taafe, 

mtaaffe@lakesand 

prairies.org or 800-328-

1880, ext. 202. For job de-

tails, go to: 

www.prospecthillpresby.org

/mission.html. 

Multiple Job Openings – 
Twin Cities Area Presby-
tery, Minnesota 
The following congregations 

and organizations have 

positions available: 

• Christian Education Direc-

tor, Grace-Trinity Church, 

Minneapolis 

• Sunday School Teacher, 

Edgcumbe Presbyterian 

Church, St. Paul 

• Organist, Calvin Presbyte-

rian Church, Long Lake 

To find out more about 

these and other positions, 

please visit our 25HJobs 

page. 

FLOOD UPDATE—From Cedar Rapid’s Westminster PC 
Submitted by Loren Neubauer–We have been blessed with a mixed age group from Lenox, 

Iowa, called Southwest (Regional) Partners. I didn’t know where Lenox was until I checked 

the map. They are a coalition of 9 small churches led by Pastor Tim Maxa. They were a joy to 

work with--enthusiastic, full of God’s love and fun! Just after they arrived, their youth joined 

our youth for a game of dodgeball. Their job assignments were not pleasant, and in one in-

stance, they had to move enough cement blocks to the basement in order to rebuild a wall. 

They did it as a chain gang while singing. 

Over this past week we’ve had 4 different groups pass through our doors working on several 

different houses. We had one volunteer from FPC in Spirit Lake who was a delight and provided 

great leadership. We had 3 UCC volunteers from Illinois, a group from Wildwood PC in Grays-

lake, Illinois, and a group from FPC in Kearney, NE. They were all great. They completed sheet-

rocking, taping, mudding and sanding on 2 homes. We have been sticking with these 2 homes 

for several weeks. I plan on keeping past groups informed about the progress being made on 

homes. 

It has been a rewarding couple of weeks for me–sharing in their devotional times, making sure 

they got what they needed for their work sites, and just sitting down at our church sponsored 

dinners and mixing with them. Our members have been great about joining groups and wel-

coming them at these meals. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED... 
If you want to come do disaster relief for a day, contact Richard Tiegs at the North Central 

Iowa Presbytery office, 800-957-4389, rtiegs@peia.org. If you want to work an extended pe-

riod of time and need overnight accommodations, contact the PDA Call Center, 866-732-6121, 

and ask for Penny Noel, or e-mail her at pdacallcenter@sbcglobal.net. If you want to work in 

Oakville for any period of time, contact the North Central Iowa Presbytery at 800-957-4389 or 

rtiegs@peia.org. Many volunteers are still needed! 
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Invitation to Fast Churchwide 
For the official invitation, go to www.pcusa.org/foodcrisis/. 
Dear Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ, 

Because we are called by 

Christ to respond to the cry 

of the poor, we invite you 

to take action with us by 

joining in an important new 

churchwide initiative, which 

we pray will make a differ-

ence in the lives of those 

who are suffering in the 

wake of the global food 

crisis. 

Starting this October, Pres-

byterians will be encour-

aged on a monthly basis to 

adopt the ancient spiritual 

practice of fasting, beginning 

on Friday evening, and end-

ing with Communion on a 

Sunday morning, where the 

Sacrament is regularly ob-

served. The year-long cycle 

of prayer and fasting – or the 

partaking of simple meals – 

will end October 16, 2009, 

on World Food Day. Interpre-

tive materials for each month 

will be available through 

www.pcusa.org/foodcrisis. 

Won’t you join us as we 

stand in solidarity with the 

poor and the hungry, discern-

ing – with God’s help – faith-

ful responses and meaningful 

coordinated actions to lift up 

our worldwide community 

through this global crisis? 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow 
Moderator of the 218th Gen-
eral Assembly 
Elder Linda Bryant Valentine 
Executive Director, General 
Assembly Council 
The Rev. Gradye Parsons 
Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly 

Please keep in your prayers 

the following: 

The honorably retired Rev. 
Harold Gilleney who re-

cently turned 100 years old 

this past August, passed 

away on Sept. 13. Funeral 

services were Sept. 17. The 
Rev. Kate Stangl of Ot-

tumwa East End Presbyterian 

Church officiated. He served 

the Presbyterian churches at 

Mount Vernon, Fort Des 
Moines, Grimes and the 
Westminister Church in 
Ottumwa until his retire-

ment June 3, 1979. Rev. 

Gilleney was named Pastor 

Emeritus of Ottumwa, West-

minister in 1991. A member 

of the Presbytery of Des 
Moines since 1947, he 

served as stated clerk for 25 

years. 

A memorial has been estab-

lished for Westminister 
Presbyterian Church in 
Ottumwa. Condolences and 

prayers are needed for Har-

old's family and can be sent 

to his son, William Gilleney at 

1404 W. Park Ave., Boone, IA 

50036-4574 or 515-432-

2728. 

The honorably retired Rev. 
Glen Dilley has recently 

moved to the Third Floor 

Healthcare unit at Calvin 

Community in Des Moines. 

The family would appreciate 

visits, cards, and letters to 

Glen, His address is 4210 

Hickman Rd., #309B, Des 

Moines, IA 50310. 

The Ottumwa First Pres-
byterian Church member 

and Clerk of Session Dr. 

Richard Rousch, passed 

away August 1, after a battle 

with cancer. Prayers go to 

the Richard’s family and the 

congregation. 

The Rev. Sue Tomlinson 
had knee replacement sur-

gery Aug. 27. Our prayers 

are with her for healing and 

recovery. 

Hurricane survivors and vic-

tims throughout the United 

States. 

Flood volunteers, survivors 

and caregivers involved in 

the relief efforts in East 

Iowa. 

For all participants in the 

upcoming C.R.O.P. Walks 

and Hunger Hikes for annual 

fall food drives. 

Prayers and Concerns 

Immigrants 
& 

Immigration 
We often make assumptions 

about immigrants guided by 

the media and politicians. 

When we accept those 

negative stereotypes we 

forget that we are a nation 

of immigrants. We direct 

our anger at people who 

are in fact risking their 

safety and in many in-

stances their lives to feed 

their families. 

On October 12, from 

2-4 p.m. at the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, 

1025—28th St. in West Des 

Moines, the Social Minis-
tries Task Force of Des 

Moines Presbytery is spon-

soring a workshop designed 

to explore the complexities 

of this hot topic. 

Angel Gonzalez Irizarry will 

explain the issues from an 

economic and historic point 

of view. He will bring real 

life examples of how corpo-

rate America and our own 

government are benefiting 

from a broken immigration 

system that has created an 

exploitable and vulnerable 

underclass of workers. 

Mark your calendars for 

Oct. 12 and plan to bring 

your questions and 

thoughts. Come for a time 

of learning and conversa-

tion—and an opportunity 

for new understanding! 
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Congregational Connection 

Come celebrate! Open House and 
dedication of our new facility is Sep-
tember 28! 
The Presbytery is invited to the Trinity United Presbyterian 

Church at 200 South Howard in Indianola, Ia., for the dedica-

tion of their new addition to their building. The celebrations 

begins on Sunday, September 28, 2008 at 1-4 p.m. Starting 

outside (weather permitting) there’ll be a dedicatory prayer 

and ribbon cutting. Later a Time Capsule Service will be held 

and we’ll end with refreshments and tours of the new addi-

tion. Join us for this new growth of our church. If you have 

questions, contact the church office at 515-961-6231. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
The First Presbyterian 
Church in Grimes is trying 

something new this fall. They 

are having a Blessing of the 
Animals on Saturday, Sept. 

20, beginning at 2 p.m. on 

the church lawn. The Rev. 
Lynn Williams asks every-

one to bring your pet to the 

church and bring a friend 

with a pet. This is something 

that other Presbyterian con-

gregations like Fort Des 

Moines Presbyterian Church, 

choose to annually included 

in their fall events. 

The Westminster Presby-
terian Church in Des 
Moines will have their own 

Blessing of the Animals Wor-

ship Service on Saturday, 

Sept. 20, 5 p.m. on the front 

church lawn. The Rev. Ken 
Arentson indicated that 

they’ve had almost every 

animal you can think of, 

“anything from snakes and 

tarantulas, hermit crabs and 

hedgehogs, cockatoos, para-

keets, parrots, but mostly 

dogs and cats.” After this 

long list of animals he’s 

blessed, Pastor Ken finished 

by saying, “and none of them 

have ever eaten the others.” 

St. Paul Presbyterian 
Church in Johnston is also 

having their Blessing of the 
Beasts on Sunday, Sept. 28 

at 4 p.m. weather permitting, 

they’ll gather in the garden 

area or parking lot. The Rev. 
John Gilmore’s favorite 

hymn is “This is My Father’s 

World” which speaks of the 

goodness our Creator, and 

that those with listening ears 

or hearts can recognize the 

voice of their Creator. God 

has blessed us with the 

“creatures great and small” 

and the service of the Bless-
ing of the Beasts is an op-

portunity to praise God for 

these gifts and to recognize 

the goodness of God. 

PASTOR PASSES AS ARTIST 
If you go online to Presby-

tery Pastoral Care Network, 

www.pastoralcare 

network.org/, and scroll 

down to their September 

offerings, you will see a CD 

being offered with medita-

tions by Stephen 

McCutcheon and music by 

David Bailey. The artwork on 

the CD cover is none other 

than the Rev. Tiare Mathi-
son-Bowie’s of Newton 
First Presbyterian 
Church! (pictured here) 

One of the Newton church 

members, Amy Doerring, is 

David Bailey’s official pho-

tographer and she made this 

whole thing happen. 

Also, Tiare was the featured 

artist at a reception in New-

ton on Sept. 11 and the 

Newton Daily News ran a 

front page piece about Tiare 

on Sept. 10. 

PASTOR RETIRES 
The Rev. Milton Forbes, of 

the Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Ottumwa recently 

retired. His last day was Aug. 

31. Our prayers are with him 

and his wife Betty, as they 

take a much deserved rest. 

BIRTHDAY BASH INVITATION 
FOR 60-YEAR-OLD 
Guess who is turning 60? You 

are invited to an open house 

celebration of the Rev. Linda 

Daniel O’Connell’s 60th birth-

day on Thursday, Sept. 25, 5-

7 p.m. at First Presbyterian 
Church, 304 Walnut in Lucas, 

Ia. Come join us for sand-

wiches, finger foods and birth-

day cake and ice cream! Note: 

no gifts please, but a donation 

basket will be provided for 

those who wish to give to the 

Lucas County Ministry Center 

in honor of Linda. Congratula-

tions! 

CHOIR ROBES FOR FREE 
The First Presbyterian Church 

in Jefferson, Ia., has 33 ma-

roon choir robes that are 

FREE! If you are interested, 

contact Gordon Moen at First 

Presbyterian Church, Jefferson 

at 515-386-2514. 

HYMNALS AVAILABLE 
First United Presbyterian 

Church in Morning Sun, Ia. 

has 100 blue Presbyterian 

Hymnals to donate, most are 

in very good condition. Inter-

ested? Call 319-868-7804 or 

319-868-7560 and leave a 

message or e-mail Vickie Ear-

nest, vje43@louisacomm.net. 




