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2008 Multi-
Presbytery Gulf
Mission Trip:
Jan. 19-26

Get to know your neighbors

in faith as you re-build lives

in post-Katrina New Orleans.

Join us for this exciting op-

portunity:

e Depart Saturday, Jan. 19 —
ride share within presby-
tery

e Arrive Sunday, Jan. 20 at
PDA Camps (Luling & Olive
Tree in New Orleans) Vol-
unteer Village cost is $20/
night/person for 5 nights
($100 total)

e Work days are Monday
morning through Friday
Noon.

e Leave at Noon on Friday
and arrive home Saturday
night.

Contact Des Moines Presby-

tery Office Manager Betty

Dyer, 515-276-4991,

pbydesmoines@qgwest.net

for trip fact sheets and reg-

istration forms. We'll assist
in coordinating transporta-
tion and lodging once the
forms and fees are received.
Groups are encouraged to
stay in Memphis, Tenn., on
the way there to attend Sun-
day morning services at
Idlewild Presbyterian
Church. Registration
forms and money must
be in the office by Friday,
Oct. 26, 2007. Sign up is
on a first-come basis.

If you can't attend, you may
purchase Home Depot and
Lowe’s gift cards to send.

Moderator’'s Message continued from page 1

guestion in some groups of
well over 100 persons and no
one raised their hands.
Should we be surprised that
our denomination is shrinking
when many Presbyterians
never invite anyone to come
to church with them, let
alone feel comfortable talk-
ing with someone about how
God makes a difference in
their life? Maybe a first step
toward turning this situation
around would be for every
session, pastor and elders, to
have a conversation on this
subject and to take on the
responsibility to lead its con-
gregation to be an “inviting”
church. If you have found
fruitful ways to do this that
might be helpful to others,
please share them with me
by writing to gamoderator
@ctr.pcusa.org.

August 3, 2007

Hi Friends, | feel led to ad-
dress an opinion | have
heard from several people in
several places in my traveling
around the country. The
statement is usually made in
response to my assertion
that everyone who believes
in Jesus as their savior is a
brother or sister in Christ to
every other believer. It goes
something like this: “Gay and
lesbian people are not my
brothers and sisters; they
can't be Christians,” or “Gays
and lesbians would not be
allowed to join my
(Presbyterian) church.” I am
deeply grieved when | hear
this opinion, and | believe it

is not only wrong but deeply
pernicious heresy for the
following reasons.

First, our Book of Order
makes a profession of faith
in Jesus Christ the only re-
quirement for church mem-
bership. Refusing people
membership in the church
for reasons not related to
profession of faith in Jesus
as savior is forbidden by the
constitution of the church.
Second, the Authoritative
Interpretation of the Consti-
tution delivered in 1978
which is the basis of our
understanding of how the
church relates to homosex-
ual persons states that ho-
mosexuality or homosexual
practice is not a bar to
church membership. Again,
nothing unrelated to profes-
sion of faith in Jesus Christ
can be used to bar people
from church membership.

The most serious and perni-
cious thrust of this point of
view, however, is what | call
the “Jesus and” heresy.
What does it take to be a
Christian? Some say it takes
Jesus and good theology.
Some say it takes Jesus and
good morality. Some say it
takes Jesus and a way of life
that is free of all unrepented
sin. And so on...

| believe that the idea that
we need anything but Jesus
to be saved and therefore a
member in the body of
Christ is a form of works
righteousness and should be
repudiated by all right think-
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ing Christians. Even mild
forms of “Jesus and” theol-
ogy constitute a slippery
slope that leads us back into
the bondage Paul rails
against in Galatians. Yes,
being in a saving relationship
with our Lord does require
us to live a holy life. The fact
that we have significant dif-
ferences about what a holy
life entails, however, does
not entitle some of us to lock
others of us out of the body
of Christ.

There is a story from the
desert tradition of the 4th
and 5th centuries that points
to a Godly humility in these
matters. It is about an old
monk who was called to
come join the monastic com-
munity in passing judgment
on a brother who had
sinned. They called him sev-
eral times without response
and finally sent someone to
bring him to the meeting.
Before going into the place
where the meeting was to be
held, he took a bag, filled it
with sand, and then cut a
hole in the bottom. He went
into the meeting room and
walked around with sand
pouring through the hole
onto the floor as he walked.
“What is this?” his brother
monks asked. The old man
replied ‘My own sins are run-
ning out behind me. How can
| judge my brother?”
—Grace and peace,
Joan S. Gray, Moderator,

217th General Assembly
(2006)
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PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES 515-276-4991 / SEPTEMBER 2007 VOL. 3, ISSUE 9

Phil’'s Corner continued from page 1

o
we are Presbyterian by
listening to our sermons?
Do ordinary folks hear
good news when they hear
our preaching? Are our
local congregations
equipped to be communi-
ties of moral discernment?
Could we do a Bible study
to help us decide what
God’s will is in matters of
ethical dispute?

e Do pastors and lay leaders
have devotional practices
that nourish them?

¢ Do our leaders tithe, think
they should tithe, or share
their personal stewardship
practices with the congre-
gations they serve?

e Do pastoral leaders share
their devotional practices
with their congregations?

e We encourage personal
devotions among our
members?

Could a theologian tell that

e Do our congregations “...

listen to the word she/he
preaches, welcome her/his
pastoral care, and honor
her/his authority as she/he
seeks to honor and obey
Jesus Christ our Lord?” as
they have promised in the
installation service? Do
congregations and pastors
pray for each other? If so,
how can we say such awful
things about each other?
If there are 85 New Testa-
ment texts related directly
to wealth and possessions,
why do we spend so much
time talking about sex and
so little time talking about
stewardship, feeding the
hungry, and justice?
Would the quality of ses-
sion meetings improve if
more session members
were encouraged to pray
aloud during the meetings?
Why do so many offerings
and gifts come with strings

attached?

Why are people so suspi-
cious of pastors and gen-
eral presbyters?

Why does e-mail give us
license to put the least
charitable construction on
what our neighbor does?

Which does more harm to
our congregations: gossip
or sexual immorality?

If Jesus told us to love our

enemies, does that mean
we don’t have to love each
other in the church be-
cause we’re not enemies?
If I'm OK and you're OK,
what is Jesus doing up

there on the cross?

Phil certainly asks some fas-

cinating questions. | hope

you will be stimulated to

ponder them as | have, and

I hope the experience will be

helpful, fun and insightful.
—Peace, Phil

General Presbyter and
Stated Clerk

October Celebrations in the Church

October is celebrated as
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month. View
and download the packet
prepared by the Presbyteri-
ans Against Domestic Vio-
lence Network at
www.pcusa.org/phewa/
padvn. Or call 888-728-
7228, ext. 5807, for more
information. From Presbyte-
rian Distribution Services
you can order a copy of
Anguished Hearts (#70-

270-03-025), a seven-session

training resource on domes-

tic abuse to plan for activities

throughout the month.

The national observance
of Children’s Sabbath is
the third weekend in Oc-
tober, but it can be ob-
served on any Sunday that
fits your church calendar.
Make plans now for

Oct. 19-21, to lift up the
needs and gifts of children
along with other congrega-

tions across the country.
Call, 800-524-2612, to order
a Children’s Sabbath plan-
ning manual.

Plan to observe United
Nations Day on Oct. 24
by commemorating the es-
tablishment of the United
Nations. For worship re-
sources and information
about the Peacemaking Pro-
gram’s United Nations Of-
fice, visit www.pcusa.org/
peacemaking.
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International Day
of Peace is Sept 21

To learn more, go to: www.inter
nationaldayofpeace.org/. Or to
learn about the ministry of the
Presbyterian UN Office:

WWWw.pcusa.org/peacemaking/

un/index.htm.

Evangelism
Sunday is Sept. 30

Lifting up our power to be wit-
nesses is the subject of the
PCUSA’s observance of Evangel-
ism Sunday, Sept. 30. Plan to
celebrate this day of spreading
the Good News of Jesus Christ
with both worship resources
and a litany online at:

www.pcusa.org/diversity/

evangelism_Sunday

.htm#lectionary.

World Communion
is Oct. 7

The Peace-
making Offer-
ing is one of

four special

offerings designated by the
General Assembly. Resources

are available at: www.pcusa.

org/peacemakingoffering/


www.internationaldayofpeace.org/
www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/un/index.htm
www.pcusa.org/diversity/evangelism_Sunday.htm#lectionary
www.pcusa.org/phewa/padvn
www.pcusa.org/peacemaking
www.pcusa.org/peacemakingoffering/
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Designated
Bread Sunday:

Oct. 21
LOUISVILLE — Bread for the
World (BFW), a Christian

anti-hunger group, supported

in part by Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and the
Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram, has produced new
worship resources to help
congregations renew their
commitment to fighting hun-
ger during the annual Bread
for the World Sunday. Most
observances this year will
take place Oct. 21, although
congregations are encour-
aged to choose any Sunday
between World Food Day
(Oct. 16) and Thanksgiving
(Nov. 22).

During autumn harvest, hun-
dreds of churches across the
nation take part in the event,
which is sponsored by BFW,
a lobbying group based in
Washington, D.C. The new
worship materials include: a
bulletin insert, a reflection
resource, a responsive
prayer and liturgy, a reflec-
tion resource for children,
and examples of how
churches have observed the
day in the past. To request
the materials, call 800-822-
7323. The complete Aug. 16

story is at: www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2007/07511.htm.

Events Calendar

Sept. 16-18 — Prayer Re-
treat: Be Still and Know, the
Presbytery of the Minnesota
Valleys is hosting a GA Mod-
erator Prayer retreat (for
details, see page 4 of
this issue). The retreat will
be lead by GA Moderator
Joan Gray at Presbyterian
Clearwater Forest in Deer-
wood, Minn. Cost: $160 for
a shared room and $200 for
a single room. Register at:
www.ptcaweb.org/
RESOURCES/EWeekly%
20Resources/Prayer%20
Retreat%20Brochure07.doc.

Sept. 26 — The Rev. Jack
Rogers Book Tour to stop in
Des Moines. Sponsored by
the GLSAG group of West-
minster Presbyterian
Church in Des Moines
and Heartland Presbyte-
rian Church in Clive. (For
details, see page 10 of this
issue of The Wider Circle.)

Sept. 29-30 — Scholar in
Residence, The First Pres-
byterian Church of Mt.
Pleasant, la. Keynote
speaker: Dr. A. J. Levine,
author of The Misunder-
stood Jew: The Church and
the Scandal of the Jewish
Jesus. For details, contact
Clinton Rila, 319-385-3247,
cchem@lisco.com, or First
Presbyterian Church, at
319-986-5851, or
frstpsby@iowatelecom.net.

Sept. 30-Oct. 2 — Synod
Meeting, Minnesota

Oct. 2-6 — World Mission
2007: A Celebration of

Grace, www.pcusa.org/
missioncelebration, confer-

ence at Galt House in Louis-
ville, Ky., will include featured

speakers Kenneth Bailey, au-
thor and lecturer in Middle
Eastern New Testament stud-
ies; Jerry Cannon, PCUSA
pastor and president of the
National Black Presbyterian
Caucus; Hunter Farrell, newly
appointed director of the
World Mission program unit;
Sherron George, PCUSA re-
gional liaison and theological
consultant for South America;
and Hendrik Shanazari, ex-
ecutive secretary of the
Synod of the Evangelical
Church of Iran. Also partici-
pating in the conference will
be General Assembly Council
executive director Linda Val-
entine and deputy executive
director for mission Tom Tay-
lor, and General Assembly
Moderator Joan Gray and
Stated Clerk Clifton
Kirkpatrick. For more informa-
tion contact Kathy Reeves at:
kreeves@ctr.pcusa.org. MIS-
SION CELEBRATION. Regis-
tration is available online,

visit www.pcusa.org/
missioncelebration.

Oct. 8-11 — Preshytery Pas-
toral Care Network Annual
Conference, Louisville Presby-
terian Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Kentucky, http://
pcusa.org/evangelism/. The
eighth national conference of
the Presbytery Pastoral Care
Network, From Surviving to

Thriving: 4 Practices of Clergy
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Wellness, is planned by a
network that is composed of
a group of ministry profes-
sionals and volunteers
throughout the PCUSA who
are concerned for or en-
gaged in providing pastoral
care to ministers. It provides
support to the members by
offering them opportunities
for continuing education,
fellowship, and professional
accountability. Details about
the conference and registra-
tion materials can be found
at www.pastoralcare
network.org.

Oct. 10-12 — OGA Fall Polity
Conference, Mobile, Ala-

bama, http://pcusa.org/
missioncelebration/.

Oct. 13 — A Dramatic Arts
Workshop for Churches of all
sizes, The Word in Action
with friends of the Groom.
From 9 a.m. — 4 p.m., at
First Presbyterian Church,
2701 Rochester Ave., lowa
City. Award-winning inter-
denominational performers
Friends of the Groom lead
this workshop that offers
practical, flexible tools for
using drama and storytelling
activities in the church an in
Christian education. For
more information and a reg-
istration form go to:
www.pbyeastia.org/events/
pres_events.html#DRAMATI
C_ARTS_WORKSHOP.

Oct. 25-28 — Restoring
Creation Conference, the
sixth National Eco-Justice
Conference of Presbyterians


www.pcusa.org/missioncelebration
www.ptcaweb.org/RESOURCES/EWeekly%20Resources/Prayer%20Retreat%20Brochure07.doc
www.pastoralcarenetwork.org
http://pcusa.org/missioncelebration/
www.pcusa.org/missioncelebration
http://pcusa.org/evangelism/
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2007/07511.htm
www.pbyeastia.org/events/pres_events.html#DRAMATIC_ARTS_WORKSHOP
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Event Calendar continued from page 4

for Restoring Creation is
scheduled at Mo-Ranch
Presbyterian Conference
Center in Hunt, Texas. Par-
ticipants will explore the
themes of food and energy
choices. Speakers will focus

on several subjects includ-

ing biblical and theological

foundations for eco-justice,
social justice, and scientific
and political issues. Presby-
terians for Restoring Crea-

tion is an affiliate, grass-

Congregational Connection

ANNIVERSARY INVITATION
The Presbytery of Des

Moines is invited to the 25"
Anniversary celebration of
the Ordination of the Rev.
Linda D. O’Connell on
Sunday, Sept. 23, 2007, 2-
4 p.m., at the First Pres-
byterian Church, 304
Walnut (P.O. Box 91), Lu-
cas, 1A 50151. There will
be a program at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. You may
send greetings and memo-
ries to the church. Linda is
also the Area #4 Coordina-
tor for the Presbyterian
Women and she serves on
the Congregational Care
and Development Commit-
tee of the Presbytery.

INSTALLATIONS COMING UP
Rev. Nathan Lamb’s is

scheduled for Sunday, Sept.
16 at the Community
Presbyterian United
Church in Hartford; and
Rev. Scott Vandenheu-
vel’s is scheduled for Oct. 7
at First Presbyterian
Church in Creston
(Incidentally, the Creston
church building is 50 years
young on Oct. 13. Con-
gratulations upon your anni-
versary of ministry at the
Prairie Street address!)

IOWA STATE FAIR
RIBBONS GALORE!
Two people who serve in our

Presbytery won ribbons at the
lowa State Fair in August.

The Rev. Dave Schneider,
pastor at Covenant Presby-
terian Church in West Des
Moines won various ribbons
in the Floraculture Division. A
blue ribbon for a display of
five cryptanthus plants
(Dishpan Garden); and a red
ribbon for the Dyckia hybrid
(Cactus, Suculents and Desert
plants ).

Dave is also a member of the
Houston Bromeliad Society,
and the Bromeliad Society
International, and he and his
wife raise tropical plants found
in Central America and parts
of South America. A few
plants are native to south
Texas and Florida. Dave’s next
project is to donate some bro-
meliads to the Des Moines
Botanical Garden and Arbore-
tum.

A photo taken by Compafieros
member, Marcia Justice of
the Ankeny Presbyterian
Church, won an Honorable
Mention ribbon, for her picture
taken in El Salvador. Read
about her recent recognition
at www.oursisterparish.org!

roots organization of the
PCUSA. Details about the
conference, Earth Sabbath,
Earth Justice: Protecting
God'’s Gifts of Food and
Fuel, can be found at:

www.prcweb.org.

NOTES OF JOY!
The Rev. Calvin Hsu, of

First Presbyterian Church
in Guthrie Center was
installed on Aug. 26. Wel-
come!

Congratulations to Rev.
Adam Nardini, recent can-
didate who is now serving at
Union Park Presbyterian
Church in Des Moines. His
ordination was Aug. 25!

The First Presbyterian
Church in Grimes, cele-
brated their 125" Anniver-
sary Sept. 8-9, with various
activities. A former pastor,
the Rev. Dave Ratcliff,
was even back to give the
sermon. Congratulations!

Honorably retired Rev. Dr.
Marvin and Margery Pot-
ter celebrated their 50"
wedding anniversary Aug. 3.
Congratulations!

Belated congratulations to
the Rev. David Braak,
Ankeny Presbyterian
Church, who was installed
on July 29.

Also, belated congratula-
tions to the Rev. Ben Wil-
son, Deep River United
Church pastor who was
installed at the July 1 wor-
ship service!
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Attend
Work-
shop
and
Learn
About Healthy
Churches

Mark your calendars to at-

tend the Healthy Congrega-
tions Workshop held at
Ankeny Presbyterian
Church, 317 S.E. Trilein
Dr., on Friday, Oct. 26
(6:30-9:30 p.m.) and Satur-
day, Oct. 27 (8:30 a.m.-
4:00 p.m.) with Lola Pe-
ters, LMHC, a member of
the Ankeny Presbyterian
Church.

In this workshop you’ll
learn how you, as a leader,
can have a positive influ-
ence on your congregation.
The workshop is based on
Bowen’s family systems
theory as applied to church
congregations. It was de-
veloped by Dr. Peter
Steinke and is based on the
work of Dr. Edwin Fried-
man, author of Generation
to Generation: Family Proc-
ess In Church and Syna-
gogue.

To register, go to:
www.lolapeters.com, or

contact Lola Peters at
RLP405@msn.com, 515-
249-9182.

Send completed form
and check made payable
to: Lola Peters, Healthy
Congregations, 918 N.W.
Irvinedale Dr., Ankeny, IA
50023, Allow 2 weeks for
processing.
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Multicultural
Church Institute,
Sept. 24-28

Come join us this fall for our
intense multicultural immer-
sion program featuring four
classes to choose from, ex-
cellent faculty and the re-
freshing atmosphere of
Stony Point Center, 17
Crickettown Road, Stony
Point, N.Y. There are four
courses to choose from:

1.Becoming a Multicultural
Church with Raafat Girgis
and Robert Chestnut.

2. Multicultural Worship, Arts
and All that Jazz with Jac-
qui Lewis and Charles
Ryu.

3.Saving Face, or In Your
Face: Understanding Dif-
ferences in Cultural Com-
munication Styles with
Sara J. Parker.

4.Learn to Speak Spanish in
Five Days with Cynthia
Diaz and Gustavo
Vasquez.

To see brochures and regis-
tration forms go to our web-
site at:
www.stonypointcenter.org

For more information on
these or other Stony Point
programs, contact Rev.
Charles Ryu, Program Direc-
tor, Stony Point Center, 845-
786-5674, ext. 111 or
cryu@stonypointcenter.org.

PCUSA Update

AUGUST PERSPECTIVES
IS AVAILABLE

The August issue of Per-
spectives is now available
(www.pcusa.org/oga/

perspectives). In this new
issue of OGA’s monthly

online magazine you'll find:

e a report from the first-
ever gathering of the
heads of theological
schools from every conti-
nent in a dialogue be-
tween the “global North”
and the “global South”
about theological educa-
tion

e a reflection on John Cal-
vin's legacy in anticipation
of the observance of his
500th birthday in 2009

o the text of “A Call to
Christian Unity,” a sermon
preached by Sarah Segal
McCaslin

e Thoughts from Mary Beth
McCandless on issues that
linger from the Virginia
Tech tragedy last spring

e A perspective on "The
Purpose of Life" by the
Vice-Moderator of the
217th General Assembly
(2006)

Questions or comments,

contact Sharon K. Youngs,

Assistant Stated Clerk Com-

munications Coordinator,

Office of the General As-

sembly, PCUSA, 100

Witherspoon St., Louisville,

KY 402020-1396, 888-728-

7228, ext. 5750 or sy-

oungs@ctr.pcusa.org.

HIGHLIGHTS OF PDA
RESPONSES

Many parts of the world have
experienced severe flooding
and PDA is responding. In
addition to the severe flood-
ing in the Midwest United
States and Texas, PDA has
responded to flooding in Su-
dan, Colombia, and India.
Information on these re-
sponses can be found on the
PDA web site:
WWww.pcusa.org/pda.

Designated financial support

for any of the disasters PDA is

responding to can be made
online through the PDA web-
site http://pcusa.org/pda/
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PDA RESPONDS TO
SUDAN PRESBYTERIAN
EVANGELICAL CHURCH

DR000043 www.pcusa.org/
give/online/project?
DR000043

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance has provided $20,000
from One Great Hour of
Sharing and designated
funds in response to the
Sudan Presbyterian Evan-
gelical Church’s request for
help with flooding in the
Khartoum area.
Www.pcusa.org/pda/

response/africa/sudan/
sudanfloods-072707.htm

donate/accounts.htm, by call-
ing PresbyTel at 800-872-
3283, or by mailing a check

payable to Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) to: PC(USA),
Central Receiving Services,
100 Witherspoon Street, Lou-
isville, KY 40202-1396. Please
specify the designated giving
account number with your
gift.

DARFUR SUDAN - CALL FOR
CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
AND PEACE EFFORTS

DR000044 www.pcusa.org/

give/online/project?DR000044

The global alliance ACT Inter-
national — PDA is a member
of ACT — urges the interna-
tional community to increase
its response to the grave hu-
manitarian crisis in Darfur,
Sudan, and to step up efforts
for creating a lasting peace in
the wider region.
www.pcusa.org/pda/

response/africa/sudan/
sudandarfur-080307.htm

NEW RESOURCE FOR MID-
WEST FLOODING

DR000015 www.pcusa.org/
give/online/project?
DR0O00015

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance continues to respond
to the severe weather sys-
tem that has brought heavy
rains and flooding to com-
munities throughout the
Midwest. During the last two
months (June and July) PDA
has provided $90,000 from
One Great Hour of Sharing
and designated funds to
eight different presbyteries
affected by the flooding. A
new downloadable bulletin
insert in PDF format is avail-
able for use by congrega-
tions to help lift the affected
communities up in prayer.
The insert can be found at
www.pcusa.org/pda/
resources/bi-ussummerQ07
floods.pdf

(Continued on page 7)
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GAC’S COMMUNICATIONS
AND FUNDS DEVELOPMENT
STAFF REORGANIZED

July 30, 2007

by Jerry Van Marter, Presby-
terian News Service

LOUISVILLE — The General
Assembly Council’'s executive
committee has approved a
restructuring of the Commu-
nications and Funds Develop-
ment (CFD) office that sup-
ports the Council’'s mission
and ministry programs.

Karen Schmidt, deputy ex-
ecutive director for communi-
cations and funds develop-
ment, described the changes
as responsive to the new
organization of the Council
staff, which was approved by
the Council at its September
2006 meeting, and to the
biennial Mission Work Plan
goals and objectives of the
Council. The 2007-2008 Mis-
sion Work Plan prioritizes the
council’s $100 million enter-
prise into four goal areas:
Justice and Compassion,
Leadership and Vocation,
Spirituality and Discipleship,
and Evangelism and Witness.
Each goal area has two con-
crete objectives for a total of
eight.

“I've spent the first ninety
days as deputy executive
director talking with staff,
listening around the church,
and applying proven disci-
plines of communications and
funds development to find
the best responses to the
opportunities facing the Gen-
eral Assembly Council,”
Schmidt said.

“This reorganization aligns
our work with the mission

program priorities of the de-
nomination and with the new
organization of the Council
staff that took effect in large
part Jan. 1, 2006,” she
added. The changes create
six departments within the
new Communications and
Funds Development ministry
area — creative services,
executive office communica-
tions, funds development,
funds development services,
mission communications, and
mission interpretation — in
addition to the Preshyterian
News Service.

Eleven current staff posi-
tions, primarily in the area of
mission funding and steward-
ship have been eliminated as
part of this restructure, but
fourteen new positions will
be created as part of the
refocused operations.

“Everywhere | go around the
church,” said GAC Executive
Director Linda Valentine,
“people tell me that they
want improved communica-
tion and more funds to be
available for mission. These
changes will focus our ener-
gies on promoting the mis-
sion of the church and help-
ing people to engage and
support that mission.”

Responsibilities of the new
CFD departments include:

e Creative services: will com-
bine internet, media and
graphic services into one
coordinated office;
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Executive office communi-
cation: organizational and
policy matters, internal
(employee) communica-
tion, crisis communication
planning and PresbyTel,
the PCUSA’s general infor-
mation service;

Funds development: the
cluster of services charged
with raising funds for de-
nominational mission, in-
cluding The Mission Initia-
tive: Joining Hearts &
Hands and the Church
Financial Campaign Ser-
vice;

Funds development ser-
vices: the data manage-
ment area, providing tech-
nological support for donor
contact and support;

Mission communications:
providing direct support
for the mission programs
of the denominations, with
each major program area
— Theology Worship and
Education, World Mission,
Relief and Development,
Justice and Peace, Racial
Ethnic and Women'’s Minis-
tries/Presbyterian Women
and Evangelism and
Church Growth — having
its own communication
support staff;

Mission Interpretation: The
former mission education
& promotion area, re-
focused around mission
interpretation, adding
Presbyterians Today
magazine to a line-up that
also includes including the

(Continued on page 8)
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Presbyterians
Witness in
Washington

The House and the Senate
of this 110" Session of
Congress is how back to
work after a long summer
break and under pressure
to complete action on the
many bills pending in both
houses and several commit-
tees. The Witness in Wash-
ington (a weekly e-mail)
asks for prayers on these
issues:

e URGENT letters to
President Bush on
Liberians in the U.S.

e Census Bureau Finds

More People are Un-
insured

e Interfaith Fast for
Peace — October 8,
www.interfaith
fast.org

e Psalm 2: 6-11...
guarding the paths

of justice

To learn more about this
this weekly message forum
from the PCUSA’s Washing-
ton Office, call 202-543-
1126 or go online to:
www.pcusa.org/
washington/witness.htm.

If you would like to receive

this information directly, go
to: http://capwiz.com/

pcusa/mlm/signup/.



www.interfaithfast.org
www.pcusa.org/washington/witness.htm
http://capwiz.com/pcusa.mlm/signup/
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USA Today
Touts
r PDA
by Jerry
' Van Marter,
Presbyterian
News Ser-
vice

LOUISVILLE — According to
a report in USA Toaday, the
largest newspaper in the
country, the PCUSA has
sent more volunteers to the
Gulf coast to help relief and
rebuilding efforts since Hur-
ricane Katrina struck almost
two years ago.

According to a list compiled
by the newspaper, 29,345
Presbyterians have aided
the Katrina relief efforts,
ranking the PCUSA fourth
among all faith-based or-
ganizations. Only the
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, Habitat for Humanity
and the United Methodist
Committee on Relief have
contributed more volunteer
workers to the relief effort.

Most of the PCUSA’s efforts
have been coordinated by
PDA.

“We are deeply indebted to
all the Presbyterians who
have so selflessly contrib-
uted to the rebuilding of
the Gulf coast,” said PDA
coordinator Susan Ryan.
“And while public recogni-
tion is not our reason for
doing this work, it is grati-
fying to see USA Today tell
its millions of readers that
the PCUSA is so effective in
bearing Christ’s love to
those most in need.”

PCUSA Update continued from page 7

Mission Yearbook for
Prayer & Study, the Pres-
byterian Planning Calen-
dar and support for spe-
cial offerings and disaster
relief. Presbyterian News
Service will remain un-
changed by this reorgani-
zation and will report to
the deputy executive di-
rector.

The 14 new staff positions
will be posted on the de-
nomination’s One Door
Web site:
http://onedoor.pcusa.org/.

One of the major compo-
nents of the reorganization,
said Schmidt, “in addition to
the primary emphasis on
serving client programs in
the mission organization, is
a broadened focus on stew-
ardship in the life of the
denomination.”

The Theology Worship and
Education program area will
provide resources on the
theology of stewardship as
a spiritual discipline. The
Mission Interpretation pro-
gram area will be responsi-
ble for interpreting steward-
ship in the life of the
church. The Church Finan-
cial Campaign Service field
staff, in a new deployment
of resources, will be respon-
sible for the delivery of
stewardship education and
conferences.

This story is online at:

www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2007/07468.htm.

KIRKPATRICK JOINS OTHER
RELIGIOUS LEADERS SUP-
PORTING DENUCLEARIZA-
TION AGREEMENT WITH
NORTH KOREA

July 23, 2007
by Toya Richards Hill,
Presbyterian News Service

LOUISVILLE — The Rev.
Clifton Kirkpatrick, PCUSA
General Assembly stated
clerk, is part of an interfaith
coalition that supports the
denuclearization agreement
reached by the Bush ad-
ministration with North
Korea.

In a joint statement re-
leased July 17, Kirkpatrick
and the coalition of religious
leaders called the agree-
ment “an important step
toward halting the produc-
tion of nuclear bomb mate-
rial in that nation.”

“This agreement will help to
prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons in the region
and enhance international
security. We congratulate
the Bush administration for
its work in this negotiation,”
said the coalition, which
included the Rev. John L.
McCullough, executive di-
rector of Church World Ser-
vice; Rabbi Gerald Serotta
of Temple Shalom in Chevy
Chase, MD; and Sayyid M.
Syeed, national director of
the Islamic Society of North
America.

The statement coincided
with the announcement that
North Korea has begun to
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dismantle its nuclear facili-
ties under international in-
spection, to fulfill its obliga-
tions under the February
2007 denuclearization
agreement.

“The agreement requires
specific actions in order to
achieve complete denu-
clearization of the Korean
Peninsula. We urge repre-
sentatives of our govern-
ment, including members of
Congress, to give full sup-
port to the agreement so
that the U.S. fulfills its part
of the bargain,” the coali-
tion’s statement said.

“We urge continued diplo-
matic pressure on the North
Korean government so that
it completely dismantles all
of its nuclear weapons-
related facilities.”

The group also pointed out
that the agreement reached
demonstrates the “use of
words, rather than war, as
a response to conflict,” and
it urged the Bush admini-
stration to “pursue a similar
strategy in the nuclear
standoff with Iran.”

“Our religious traditions
teach that efforts should be
made to explore every al-
ternative in resolving a con-
flict before going to war,”
the coalition said.

This story is located at:

www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2007/07452.htm.



http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2007-07-18-faith-building_N.htm?csp=34
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2007/07468.htm
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2007/07452.htm
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*Note: This
is the sixth
note in a se-
ries to high-
& light for you
news from

the Board of Pensions and
keep in touch across the re-
gion. Please feel free to
share this piece with your
communications director or
web master.

WHAT IS NEW?
The Board of Directors has

approved two new pilot
grant programs: “Transition-
to-College Assistance Grant”
and the “Sabbath Sabbatical
Support Grant”.

Transition-to-College
Grants are designed to
help families deal with un-
anticipated costs when their
children head off to college
for the first time. Applica-
tions are now available
online at www.pensions.org.

Sabbath Sabbatical
Grants will begin in January
2008, with up to $3,000
available to help pastors in
congregations with fewer
than 200 members. More

details on how to apply will
be available this fall.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Educational Workshops in
our region will be: Oct. 9-
10, 2007 Southern lllinois
Presbytery at Mattoon, IL;
Feb. 13-14, 2008, Heartland

Center, Parkville, MO; March
25-27, McCormick Seminary,
Chicago, IL. The workshop to
be held in these locations is
“Growing into Tomorrow...
Today”. This is the pre-
retirement workshop. For up
to the minute listings of
workshops please go to
www.pensions.org, click on

“education”, and then select
the one you wish to attend.

FORM OF THE MONTH
“Personal Data Validation

Response Sheet” ENR-109
was included in your recent
“Annual Statement of Bene-
fits Report”. Please check the
information in your “Annual
Statement of Benefits” to
make sure the data is cor-
rect. If for some reason it is
not correct, fill in the re-
sponse sheet and return it to
“Member Services” at the
Board of Pensions. This is
really, really important for
you and your family.

ASK YOUR REGIONAL REP...
Can Inquirers and Candidates

get medical coverage with
the Board of Pensions? Yes—
Inquirers and Candidates
who are enrolled as full-time
students in seminary are eli-
gible for healthcare coverage
through the Board of Pen-
sions. Eligible students who
desire coverage for the up-

BOP Regional Rep Review—August 2007

coming academic year must
enroll between Aug. 1 and
Sept. 30.

HERE IS MORE HELP!
As your Regional Represen-

tative, I am available to con-
sult with local church ses-
sions, personnel committees
and employees regarding the
Benefits Plan. | can help a
congregation explore its op-
tions for providing benefits
for its lay employees.

Please call on me whenever
your COM, COPM, or Church
Treasurers group would like
additional information about
the Benefits Plan or an over-
view. Possible topics include
matters such as:

e Transitions in Ministry
(first call, new call, or sev-
erance package)

o Effective Salary (including
why it is vital to keep cur-
rent in reporting)

e Seminary Student Medical
Benefits and Seminary
Debt

CONTACT YOUR BOP REP

The Rev. Douglas Kelly,

BOP Regional Representa-

tive, Synod of Lakes and

Prairies, Mid-America and

Lincoln Trails, 5559 N.W.

Barry Rd., Ste. #363 Kansas

City, MO 64154. Phone 800-

773-7752, ext. 7045, or e-

mail: dkelly@pensions.org.
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i BenefitsTalk

News You Can Use

Benefits Plan members and their
spouses will soon have the op-
portunity to take a secure,
online health risk assessment
designed by the experts at

Mayo Clinic.

Those who take the assessment
can discover health risks they
may not realize they have. In
addition, taking the health risk
assessment will qualify partici-
pants for a $25 gift card reward

from the Board of Pensions.

The Mayo Clinic Health Risk
Assessment will be available
from Tuesday, Sept. 4, until
Friday, Nov. 16 at our health
and wellness site, Mayo Clinic
EmbodyHealth, which can be

accessed from

WWW.PEnsions.orq.

An announcement about this
new health assessment tool will
be mailed to members and their

spouses in early September.
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Earn Money

for CROSS
Ministries

You can help earn money for

CROSS every time you conduct

a search on the Internet.

If you go to
www.goodsearch.com and se-
lect CROSS Ministries in the pull
down list (before you click GO).
When you search, one cent will
be donated to CROSS. Good-
Search is the search engine with
a unique social mission and is
powered by Yahoo!, so you get

the same search results.

GoodSearch donates 50% of
aavertising revenue to the non-
profits selected by the users.
Although a penny is a small
amount of money, it will add up
when the search engine is used
with frequency so bookmark this
site as a Favorite and happy

searching!

Presbyterians Find Ways to
Earn a “Mission” Return

“Still other seed fell on
good soil. It came up and
yielded a crop, a hundred
times more than was sown.”
— Luke 8:8

There has been a lot of
press in the last few years
about Socially Responsible
Investing or SRI. A growing
number of individuals,
churches and religious or-
ganizations are investing in
a manner that expresses
their heartfelt values — not
just high returns. They are
increasingly concerned
about where their invest-
ment “seeds” are sown.

When we think about so-
cially responsible investing,
we normally think about
“avoiding” certain invest-

ments like stocks in compa-
nies that produce products
like alcohol, tobacco or
gambling. Some individuals,
churches and other religious
organizations are taking it a
step further. Instead of
avoiding certain invest-
ments, they proactively
search for investments in
companies and organiza-
tions whose mission makes
a difference in the lives of
people and society.

One proactive option for
Presbyterians — members,
pastors, churches and mid-
dle governing bodies — is to
invest a portion of their
savings, reserve accounts or

endowment funds in Term
Notes with the PCUSA's
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MARKET FUND

Investment & Loan Pro-
gram. Money invested in
this program is used to
make low-cost loans to
Presbyterian congregations
who are building, expanding
or reshaping their ministry
space. The investors earn a
competitive rate of interest
plus a “mission” return —
knowing that their invest-
ment “seeds” are growing
churches.

For more information about
the Presbyterian Investment
& Loan program, request an
Offering Circular by calling
Ben Blake at 800-903-7457,
ext. 5865, by e-mail at
bblake@ctr.pcusa.org or
visit their Web site at
www.pcusa.org/pilp.

Missionary to Visit our Presbytery

The newly created Stew-
ardship and Mission In-
terpretation Committee
is bringing to the Presbytery
of Des Moines a missionary
as part of the PCUSA’s Mis-
sion Challenge '07 — A Re-
newed Call to Worldwide
Mission.

During October 5-12, Jonna
Reeder, PCUSA missionary
and medical professional

from Central Asia, will be in
the Des Moines Presbytery
area and available to speak
at your Regional Partnership
meeting. The goal of this
PCUSA challenge is to pro-
mote global mission aware-
ness and expansion.

Details about Jonna’s mis-
sion cannot be made public
at this time, but a bio can
be requested by calling the

Presbytery office at 515-
276-4991.

If your church is interested
in hosting your regional
partnership for an event
where Jonna can speak,
contact Sandy Wagener,
of the Ankeny Presbyte-
rian Church who is coordi-
nating Jonna’s itinerary, at:
515-964-3762 or
swagerner@dwx.com.
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Eepings

Communicators, Attend Synod of Lakes and

Prairies Conference in Omaha

You are invited to the FIRST
EVER synod-wide Communi-
cators conference in the

Synod of Lakes and Prairies!

WHERE AND WHEN?
The conference is slated

Wednesday afternoon
through Friday morning,
Sept. 26-28, at the Hamp-
ton Inn-Westroads Mall,
9720 West Dodge Rd.,
Omaha, Neb.

WHO IS INVITED?
All known communicators

and executive/general pres-
byters of presbyteries
within the Synod of Lakes
and Prairies. This means if
you are a pastor of a con-
gregation that is communi-
cating with your community
and neighbors, you may be
interested in participating.
We have limited attendance
at this initial conference to
provide time for building
friendships face-to-face and
networks. But, beyond that,
the conference will increase
our knowledge of communi-
cation and marketing tactics
and help us look at spread-
ing God’s News in new
ways.

WHAT SEMINARS/
WORKSHOPS/
DISCUSSIONS?
Interactive Media Pro-

ductions by Jason Meeker,
interactive media producer
with Meredith Corp.

Community Churches
Communicating to Local
Communities by Mindy
Marchal, associate for ex-
ternal communication for
the PCUSA in Louisville.

Demographic Trends and
Implications by Mugur V.
Geana, assistant professor
of strategic communication
at the University of Kansas

Is MySpace God Space?
by Dana McMahan, a web
content developer, and
Bryce Hudson, a web de-
signer, for the PCUSA in
Louisville

Working with the News
Service by Jerry Van
Marter, coordinator of the
Presbyterian News Service,
PCUSA in Louisville.

COSTS?
The Synod of Lakes and

Prairies has reserved a
block of rooms at the
Hampton Inn. Dinner on

Wednesday and lunch on
Thursday, along with break-
fast at the hotel Thursday
and Friday, and all confer-
ence sessions have also
been arranged. The cost for
two nights lodging, listed
meals and conference ac-
tivities is $228, which
should be submitted by
check, payable to the Synod
of Lakes and Prairies, ad-
dressed to Synod of Lakes
and Prairies, Attn: Commu-
nicators Conference, 2115
Cliff Drive, Eagan, MN
55122-3227. If you do not
plan to stay at the hotel or
if you plan to stay only one
night, other cost arrange-
ments can be made.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE?
Reservations are need im-

mediately to guarantee a
rooms at the hotel.

QUESTIONS?

If you have questions, con-
tact Duane Sweep, Associ-
ate for Communications,
Synod of Lakes and Prairies
at: 651-357-1148 or
dsweep@lakesand

prairies.org
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QUESTION

OUTRAGEOUS
MUNDANE.

PresbyTel’s

Q & A Online!
PresbyTel is a storehouse
of knowledge where you
can answer your questions
about the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A)). The

Church “Reference Desk”

can help you find a particu-
lar minister, locate a bap-
tismal record, track down
church history and give you
quick answers to dozens of
guestions.

Use the PresbyTel web
site’s Ask us! Inquiry Form
to submit your questions

online. Many questions are
answered within 24 to 48
hours. If you need quicker,
personalized service, you
may contact one of our
PresbyTel consultants at
800-872-3283, between

9 a.m. and 6 p.m., Eastern
Time, Monday-Friday.

presbyterian
U
d
A Guide to
PCUSA Facts

What is distinctive about
Presbyterian Church? From
where do Presbyterians
trace their history? Where
do Presbyterians stand on
social issues? Learn the
answers to these questions
and more by exploring the
Presbyterian 101 Web site.



http://www.pcusa.org/presbytel/index.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/presbytel/askus.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/101/101-distinct.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/101/101-history.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/101/101-social.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/101/
mailto:dsweep@lakesandprairies.org
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What is a tent-
maker?

e We are engineers, students

and housewives

o We are farmers, real estate
agents and insurance associ-

ates

e We are lawyers, bankers and

doctors

e We are ordained clergy

As tentmakers we are called to
ministry within the marketplace
and wider community while
deriving a substantial portion of
our income from sources other
than the institutional church.
Our organizations are devoted
to the validation of new and
emerging models of ordained
ministry in concert with the
traditional parish model. Below,
is the logo for the Association of
Presbyterian Tentmakers (APT)
depicting the bi-vocational as-
pect of a minister’s career in
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ministry.

Attend Tentmaker Conference

The 2007 Annual Tentmak-
ing Conference will be held
from 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 26,
through, 1 p.m., Sunday,
Oct. 28, at The Grotto Con-
ference Center in Portland,
Oregon. Co-sponsored by
The Association of Preshyte-
rian Tentmakers (APT) and
The National Association for
the Self-Supporting Active
Ministry (NASSAM — Episco-
palian Tentmakers), the
annual conference theme is
Tentmaking in the Public
Arean: Appropriating the

prophetic mantle, living out
the servant role.

Commissioned lay pastors,
deaconal ministers, candi-
dates, inquirers, fully-salaried
ministers, judicatory staff
and officers are encouraged
to attend. Keynote speaker is
The Rev. Alcena Boozer and
worship leaders are Rev. Tim
and Elizabeth Winslea.

Cost is $260-$140; meals
and shuttle transportation
from Portland International
Airport (PDX) are included.

Older Adult Ministry Update

PLAN TO ATTEND THE OLDER
ADULT MINISTRY ANNUAL
CONFERENCE IN ST. LOUIS
Every paper and magazine

we read has articles about
the aging of America. OAM is
looking at how this will affect
our churches. The problems
before us are enormous.

Plan now to have at least
one representative from your
church in St. Louis in April
2008.

Who - Pastors, CE directors,
church members, friends and
neighbors.

Why —
mational keynote speakers
Workshops — 2007 work-
shops included:

1. The BASICS of Older
Adult Ministries

Inspiring and infor-

2. Connecting the Genera-
tions

3. Middle Adults: An Impor-
tant New Development in
Aging

4. Retirement Living: Sorting
It All Out!

5. Living, Learning and Lead-
ing in Later Years

Are Your Affairs in Order?
God or the Bottom Line?

Caring for the Caregiver

© ©® N o

Live Life to the fullest —
Life Enrichment Training
10.Health Ministries and Older
Adults... A Perfect FIT!
Also included were devo-
tions that touched ones soul;
presentations by: the Board
of Pensions, PAHSA, and
SCPHS; and some fun times
of sharing ideas and getting
acquainted.
The Bottom Line — or at
least one of them, is a biggie
— funding.
It's time to start planning the
2008 budgets. Start talking to
your session, PW, long-term
care facilities, assisted living
facilities, insurance compa-
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October 26-28

To register, download the
brochure and form online at:
WWW.pcusa.org/ministers/

models/tentmaking.htm.

Send completed registration
to: Rev. Steve Norcross, 2023
NW Hoyt St, Portland, OR
97209, 503.226.3021 ext.
204, snorcross@william

temple.org. Registration
deadline is Oct. 1, 2007.

For questions, contact Rev.
Ross Blount (Allerton) at,
641-873-4908 or
allertonblount@yahoo.com.

nies, a private benefactor.
The approximate cost of the
conference will be $500 plus
some meals, transportation
and lodging which will be
based on double occupancy.
Car-pooling would signifi-
cantly reduce the cost of
transportation to the event.

Older Adult Ministry is mis-
sions, generational contacts,
caregivers, health, retire-
ment living, putting affairs in
order, remembering our God
of Ages, and forming and
maintaining a focus on the
issues of aging. Lets work
together to be the guiding
force of OAM in our Presby-
tery as we begin to reach out
to the rest of the state.

To learn more about Older
Adult Ministry for your
church, contact Darlene
Shepherd at, 641-673-5793
or dshep@mahaska.org.



www.pcusa.org/ministers/models/tentmaking.htm
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Small Church Takes Huge Risk, Goes Buildingless

CONGREGATION MOVES
TO RETIREMENT HOME,
INVESTS PROCEEDS

IN MISSION

August 1, 2007

By Emily Enders Odom
MIJHH communications
coordinator

LOUISVILLE — Just call it
the little church that could.
And did.

Faced with declining mem-
bership, dwindling reve-
nues, and an aging, non-
handicapped accessible
building, the Buechel Pres-
byterian Church here joy-
fully embraced what it saw
as its only viable option for
survival.

Rather than close its doors
to future generations, the
congregation voted in Au-
gust 2006 to sell its building
and make its new home
across the street at West-
minster Terrace, a
neighboring independent
living home.

The congregation held its
first service at the retire-
ment facility in late Septem-
ber 2006, the same time
that the church building
was put up for sale.

“The timing and the process
were nothing short of a
miracle,” said the Rev. Judy
Hockenberry, Buechel’s
temporary supply pastor,
reflecting on how quickly
and easily the congregation
was led to its decision.

Of the church’s 50 worship-

ing members, only about
five people did not make

the transition to Westminster
Terrace. The rest have
“adapted beautifully” to the
new situation, according to
Hockenberry.

“They are a living witness to
what we say we believe it
means to be church,” she
said. “In taking this action,
they have said ‘it is more
important to us to be with
these same people as to
where we meet with these

1

same people.

For its part, Westminster Ter-
race, a facility of Presbyterian
Homes & Services of Ken-
tucky, opened wide its doors
of welcome. The Rev. Hattie
Wagner, a PCUSA minister
who was then serving West-
minster Terrace as director
for pastoral care, made it
possible for the church to be
fully integrated into the re-
tirement home’s program-
matic ministry.

Westminster's administration
further decided that since
there would be no incre-
mental costs associated with
hosting the Buechel church,
there would be no rent re-
quired. “This was a Preshyte-
rian situation,” an amazed
Hockenberry mused. “It
couldn’t be this easy!” And
yet, for this little band of
God’s people, it grew ever
easier.

When Mark Gray arrived at
Presbyterian Homes & Ser-
vices of Kentucky on June 4,
2007, as its new president
and CEO, Hattie Wagner was

promoted to vice president
for mission advancement,
and was directed to choose
her successor.

Wagner immediately asked
Hockenberry if she would
be interested in serving as
Westminster Terrace’s
chaplain, with responsibili-
ties, of course, for the
Buechel church.

Hockenberry, who is pres-
ently employed fulltime with
the PCUSA as an associate
for curriculum development
as well as serving Buechel
as temporary supply pastor,
accepted the offer.

“God’s hand is so obvious
here,” Hockenberry said.
“Of course God is always
there, but sometimes you
can literally see God’s hand
at work. This is one of
those times.”

When Buechel’s building
sold in April 2007, conver-
sations began in earnest
about how the proceeds
should be spent. The ses-
sion of the Buechel church
immediately thought of the
Mission Initiative: Joining
Hearts & Hands (MIJHH).

The Presbytery of Mid-
Kentucky [www.mid
kentuckypresbytery.org/],
to which the Buechel church
belongs, is currently part-
nered with MIJHH in a $1
million fundraising effort to
support four major presby-
tery initiatives, including the
development of a ministry
strategy for the presbytery’s

growing Hispanic/Latino
population, which has been a
key focus in recent years.

One of the church’s hopes to
rebuild its declining member-
ship was to develop a His-
panic ministry. For years, the
congregation sponsored ESL
and citizenship classes, and
in its current location at
Westminster Terrace, still
provides bilingual worship
and simultaneous translation
of the sermon for 3 church
members of Cuban descent.

When the congregation,
which has a long history of
tithing for mission, made the
connection between its own
growing edge and the pres-
bytery’s, their decision be-
came obvious.

They voted to designate 10%
of the sale of the church
building to the Hispanic/
Latino piece of the presby-
tery’s vision for Joining
Hearts & Hands.

At the July 16, 2007, meeting
of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery,
the Buechel church presented
presbytery campaign co-
chairs, the Rev. Phil Lloyd-
Sidle and Elder Augusta Tho-
mas, with a check in the
amount of $41,301, the larg-
est gift to date in the Mid-
Kentucky campaign. The
presbytery is now a third of
the way toward its $1 million
goal.

The complete story is avail-

able online: www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2007/07476.htm.



http://www.pcusa.org/joiningheartsandhands
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2007/07476.htm
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Summer Camp Fun!

As you can tell from the sur- 1
rounding pictures, our camp- '
ers enjoyed a wide variety of
fun and challenging activities,
including climbing and rappel-
ling walls (SportsPlex West in
Waukee and Camp Hantesa in
Boone), kayaking (Don Wil-

liams Lake near Ogden) and

some old-fashioned creek
wading and mudsliding!
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Youth Triennium Ends with Ringing Call to Evangelism

July 23, 2007
by Jerry Van Marter, PCUSA

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN — More
than 4,400 Presbyterian
teenagers headed for home
Sunday, July 22, after a
“mountaintop experience” at
the 2007 Presbyterian Youth
Triennium on the campus of
Purdue University here. But
their five days here “is only
the beginning,” closing wor-
ship preacher Perryn Rice
told them.

Using the story of the
woman at the well from John
4 as his text, Rice, pastor of
Faith Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church of America in
Dallas, addressed the trien-
nium theme Hope is in Our
Midst, telling his youthful
congregation, “l know you've
had hope all week, but like
the woman of Samaria, |
know some of you have dis-
covered a hope that's de-
signed just for you.”

Earlier, a clip from the movie
“Rocky” was shown. “This is
the greatest underdog story
ever shown,” Rice said.
“Here’s a neighborhood
tough guy who gets a shot
at the title. But it's not really
about the title — Rocky’s
fighting for self-validation,
for self-esteem, to know for
the first time that he’s not
just another bum from the
neighborhood.”

However, Rice continued,
“there’s one underdog story
that's even better — the sis-
ter with issues in John 4.

And all of them pour out in
her conversation with Jesus.
“She carries the prejudices of
her childhood, she goes to
the wrong church, she’s been
married five times and the
brother she’s shacking with
now, she’s not even married
to and she confuses Jesus
with just a regular old
prophet,” Rice recounted.
“And the saddest thing is,
she’s satisfied with where
she’s at.” When Jesus talks to
her of living water, “she does-
n't get it at first,” Rice said.
“Hope is in her midst, but she
doesn'’t realize it.”

Then Rice brought the mes-
sage home: “I don't know
what you were into before
you got here, but my guess is
you've gotten the clue this
week. The life you've been
living isn’'t the only
choice out there. You
came here looking for
some answers and |
know you've found
hope that’s been in
your midst all along.”

The Samaritan
woman discovered
that in Christ she was
a ‘new creation,’ “and
that's exciting,” Rice
said. “That you can
do all things through
Christ — that’s excit-
ing! That you're more
than a conqueror
through Christ —
that's exciting! That
you're the head, not
the tail in Christ —
that’s exciting!” Rice

thundered as whooping, hol-
lering and applause reached
a deafening crescendo.

“And there’s only one thing
to do,” he said, “Go back
home and scream, ‘There’s a
man that told me everything
about me, all the dirt, and
then offered me new life.
Come see him for yourself!"”

There’s people in everyone’s
life who need that message
of hope, Rice continued,
“and when you go back
home and give Christ’s hope
to people, the world is going
to be blessed. Today there’s
hope for Darfur, for AIDS
victims, for the folk still suf-
fering from Hurricane
Katrina.”

Rice urged his young audi-
ence to carry the message of
Christ’s hope “teenage moth-

ers who are ready to give up,
to crack addicts and the in-
carcerated and the exoner-
ated, to the underachiever
and the overachiever, to the
homeless and the hungry.
Tell them there’s hope and
the world’s going to change.
Go home, go home, go
home, go home!”

As the crowd picked up the
chant, the Goose Chase
drama troupe — which en-
thralled participants all week
— dismantled the scaffolding
on the stage and reassem-
bled it into a giant cross.
Rice looked up at it and said
in benediction, “You know,
this cross used to be a sym-
bol of shame and disgrace,
but they messed up and put
the wrong guy on it.

“Now it's a symbol of hope.”

Those from our Presbytery that attend PYT 2007 include: Rebecca
Fillbach, Stephanie Gibbons, Chad Schwickerath, Andrew White, Jeff
Wood (Ankeny); David F. Ewing-Adult Advisor, James M. Howard-
Adult Advisor, Tyler Carman, Cody Childs, Jeff Ewing, Matthew Ewing,
Niah Howard, Ashley Soloman, Laura Willis (Dallas Center-First);
Esther Chol (DM-Cottage Grove Avenue); Schuyler Bjornsen (DM-
Douglas Avenue); Courtney Townsend, Elyse Sinklier, Collin Albaugh
(DM-Westminster); Matthew Nesler, Christopher Walker (Hartford-
Community United); Naomi Maxa (Lenox-United); Sara B. Lamb-Adult
Advisor, Chris de Regnier, Derek Silverthorn (Winterset-First United).
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HUNGER

Cookie Sale to
Benefit DMARC

Food Pantry
From Sept. 11-24, 16 Des

Moines Area Hy-Vee Stores
will be promoting their 5tA
Annual Colossal Cookie Sale
by selling delicious bakery
fresh lunchbox cookies for
just $.10 each. For each
cookie sold, Hy-Vee will
donate one penny to the
Des Moines Area Religious
Council’s Red Barrel Pro-
gram which helps feed the
hungry of Des Moines.

Over the past four years,
Hy-Vee with the help of its
customers has been able to
donate close to $20,000 to
the Red Barrel Program.
The Red Barrel Program
accepts monetary and food
donations which in turn go
to support the Emergency
Food Pantry. Food is dis-
tributed to families in need
on an emergency basis
from 8 pantry sites located
throughout Des Moines.

Place your order with any
of your 16 Des Moines area
Hy-Vee stores, enjoy
chocolate chip, peanut but-
ter, M&M or sugar cookies
for just $.10 each. Order
ahead and save - 100 cook-
ies for $8.99!

Presbytery Happenlngs

PRESBYTERY NIGHT AT THE
BALL PARK WAS A SUCCESS!
As you can see in the photos

below, everyone had a good
time, despite the rain at the
end of the game. Over 100
people attended the Aug. 20
I-Cubs baseball game and
contributed to the DMARC
Food Pantry by bringing
three food items to get into
the game. A visit from the
San Diego Chicken was a
highlight and the 1-Cubs
won! Churches represented:
1. First Presbyterian —
Audubon (1)
2. First Presbyterian —
Dallas Center (6)
3. First Presbyterian —
Des Moines (2)
4. First Presbyterian —
Greenfield (7)
5. First Presbyterian —
Grimes (13)

. First Presbyterian —
Leon (12)

7. First United Presbyterian
— Atlantic (1)

8. Central Presbyterian —
Des Moines (2)

9. Cottage Grove Avenue
Presbyterian —
Des Moines (4)

10.Fort Des Moines Preshy-
terian — Des Moines (2)

11.Highland Park Presbyte-
rian — Des Moines (9)

12.Knox United Presbyterian
— Des Moines (1)

13.Park Avenue Presbyte-
rian — Des Moines (1)

14.Westminster Presbyte-
rian — Des Moines (2)

15.Trinity United Presbyte-
rian — Indianola (8)

16.St. Paul’'s Presbyterian —
Johnston (31)
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17.Covenant Presbyterian —
West Des Moines (2)

18.Windsor Presbyterian —
Windsor Heights (2)

COMPUTER AND DUPLICATOR
NEED GOOD HOMES
The following office equip-

ment is available:

1. ABDick 6120 Duplicator in
good condition - FREE!
(we need the space).

2. HP Pavallion 725N Com-
puter: 80-GB hard drive,
512mb SDRAM, AMD Ath-
lon XP 2400+ processor,
CD-RW and DVD-ROM
drives, 15-inch monitor,
speakers, keyboard, and
mouse (this has a Win-
dows XP Home operating
system) - $300/best offer.

Contact Office Manager Betty
Dyer, for availability and do-
nation details.
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Participate in “Prayer in America” with IPTV

lowa Public Television and
our steering committee* of
lowa faith and community
leaders welcome you to a
dynamic new outreach cam-
paign in association with
Prayer in America. The cam-
paign offers lowa faith lead-
ers a vital opportunity to
bring people together in
interfaith dialogue to con-
sider the role of prayer in
relation to issues important
to our communities.

The two-part television
documentary, which will be
broadcast on lowa Public
Television (www.iptv.org) in
November 2007, was in-
spired by author James P.
Moore, Jr.'s book, One Na-
tion Under God: The History
of Prayer in America. In his
highly original approach to
the history of the United
States, Jim Moore suggests
that prayer has historically,
and through to the present
day, been a significant in-
fluence on the political, cul-
tural, and economic devel-
opment of the United
States. Producers Alison
Rostankowski and Chip
Duncan explore this thesis
through interviews with a
wide-ranging group of
scholars, writers, and ex-
perts on the history of relig-
ion and prayer in America.
The documentary reflects
diverse, and sometimes
conflicting, perspectives
that inspire viewers to ex-
amine the role religion and

prayer play in their personal
lives, politics, and culture.

The outreach campaign will
use Prayer in America as a
catalyst to bring people — no
matter what faith they es-
pouse — together in interfaith
dialogue. It will stimulate
discussion about the role of
prayer from contemporary
perspectives. The emphasis
will be on inter-religious dia-
logue — respectful of the
unique contributions different
religious groups have made
to the shaping of the reli-
gious history of the U.S. For
faith leaders, the production
offers a strategic opportunity
to build bridges to interfaith
community engagement —
using media to open commu-
nication with today’s media
savvy audiences. Like the
production, the campaign will
be multi-faith and inclusive.

Prayer in America asks the
guestion, what role has
prayer played in shaping the
development and history of
America? The two-part docu-
mentary will explore contem-
porary debates about the
role of prayer through the
lens of history. By asking
rhetorically, “How did we get
here?” the show examines
the ways in which prayer has
contributed to and continues

to shape the American ex-
perience.

This lowa outreach project,

for a facilitated workshop

will be pre-taped on Thurs-

day, Oct. 18, 2007, 9 a.m.

to 2:30 p.m., at the IPTV

studios in Johnston, lowa.

The goal is to build the ca-

pacity of lowa community

networks and institutions to

address contemporary is-

sues and reach conclusions

through interfaith dialogue.

Please consider joining the

conversation on Thursday,

Oct. 18.

*Prayer in lowa Steering

Committee includes:

e Ako Abdul-Samad

e Rev. Irvin Lewis

e Anne Marie Cox

e Cheryl Fournier

e Rev. Arthur McClanahan

e Rev. Mark Davis

e Charlie Day

e Mark Finkelstein

e Fr. Dan Krettek

e Mehmet Caputcu

e Deborah Guthrie

e Rev. Paul Witmer

o Elaine Steinger

e lowa Facilitator: Mary M.
Bracken, IPTV

o National Facilitator: De-
nise Blake, Outreach Ex-
tensions

For more information: Mary

Bracken, Outreach & Com-

munications Coordinator,

IPTV, 515-242-312, or 800-

532-1290, e-mail:

mary.bracken@iptv.org.
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Free Elder Law
Seminars to be
Held via ICN

The lowa Department of
Elder Affairs and lowa Le-
gal Aid’s Legal Hotline for
Older lowans are repeating
these popular seminars on
Oct. 2, 16, and 23. The
seminars will provide older
lowans and their caregivers
with valuable information to
protect their rights and
limited resources.

The Oct. 2 seminar will
involve health care and
public benefits issues. Peo-
ple will learn about Medi-
caid and other programs to
help pay nursing home,
prescription and other ex-
penses.

The Oct. 16 seminar will
focus on life planning is-
sues such as living wills,
powers of attorney, guardi-
anships and simple estate
planning tools to avoid pro-
bate.

The Oct. 23 will address
nursing home residents’
rights, elder abuse, identity
theft, avoiding problems
with creditors and preda-
tory consumer practices.

The seminars will be shown
at 28 locations in lowa over
the lowa Communications
Network. To read the semi-
nar flier, go to: www.iowa
legalaid.org/link.cfm?1906.

Contact Scott Hartsook,
Legal Hotline for Older lo-
wans in Des Moines at:
800-992-8161 or
shartsook@iowalaw.org.
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We Need Your
CROP Walk

News!
Autumn is the time for har-

vest and many churches in
the Presbytery of Des
Moines are involved in
their communities annual
CROP Walk. (CROP means
Communities Responding to
Overcome Poverty.)

We'd like to hear how your
church is helping turn this
year's bounty into financial
aid for those in need!

The October and November
issues of The Wider Circle
will highlight these summa-
ries from our various
churches. Please submit 1-2
paragraphs describing the
activity and possibly a
photo, to Editor Kim
Coulter, pbycommunica-
tion@qwest.net or call the
office with the information
at 515-276-4991. Thanks!

Prayers and Concerns

Please keep in your prayers
the following:

Six pastors and two elders
from our Presbytery who
are traveling to Clear Lake,
la., for a transformational
leadership workshop with

Bill Byrd.

Volunteer and member of our
Presbytery, Jo Rainer
(Grimes, First) recently had
back surgery in September
and is home recovering.

Glennice Card, a member of
First Presbyterian Church
in Knoxville, died Sept. 6 in
the Knoxville care center. She
was the widow of Rev. Giles
Card, HR, former pastor at
First Presbyterian Church
in Centerville, who died in
March of this year. At the
time of Giles’ death, Glennice
was battling cancer and it
later spread to her brain.

The Rev. Kirk Erwin of
First Presbyterian Church
in Knoxville, is leaving the
church. We wish him well!

The Rev. Kirsten Klepfer,
First Presbyterian Church
in Grinnell, received good
news this month about her
adoption plans. A baby girl,
Thi Kim Bui, was born July 9
in Vietnam. The pick-update
is yet to be determined, but
prayers are needed to expe-
dite adoption of this new
onel!

The Rev. Jane Jenson, of
Clinton, N.Y., died in August.
She was a former pastor in
the our Presbytery. Memori-
als can be sent to: Jane Jen-
sen Memorial Fund at the
Union Theological Seminary
and Presbyterian School of
Christian Education in Rich-
mond, Va.; in care of
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Rev. Mary Jane Winter,
Alumni/ae Relations, Union-
PSCE, 3401 Brook Rd., Rich-
mond, Va. 23227. Send
condolences through the
funeral home’s Web site at:
www.dimblebyfriedel

funeralhomes.com.

The Rev. Liz Knott, HR,
new member of our Presby-
tery, who resides in India-
nola, underwent surgery
Aug. 7 to have two stents
put in her arteries. She still
has a blockage and will
have several more tests run
before she is in the clear.

Mike Conn, CLP, pastor of
the Gibson and White
Oak Presbyterian
churches had cataract sur-
gery in August. He had a
speedy recovery and was
able to give the sermon the
next Sunday!

Ron Hammond is a Christian musician in the Des Moines area. He's interested in looking to perform and serve God in local

Can you help? Musicians Need Host Churches...
| Musician Jonathan Settel, a Messianic (Jews who believe in Jesus) singer, will be singing at a conference in

NV Newton on Saturday, Sept. 29. He is seeking church or temple that might be interested in having him sing at

worship or in concert on Sunday, Sept. 30. He only asks for a love offering. You can read about him and listen to
l his music at www.settel.org. If your church is interested in hosting Jonathan, contact: Jeff and Sharon Gumm
(Clive, Heartland), 515-987-2326; or Ministry Event Coordinators, 888-JSETTEL, Booking4Jonathan@aol.com.

churches. You can contact Ron Hammond at: rdhammond@msn.com.

Two great artists team up for one great night! Lead singer Dan Kulp of popular rock band The Dig Project and singer
Jason Jurewicz are teaming up for the “Stories and Songs” tour and need hosts! They have the goal to someday perform in
every Presbytery in the country and you can help! Dan Kulp grew up with four Down Syndrome brothers and sisters (three
were adoted). Now, Dan and his wife are preparing to receive a son from China who also has Down Syndrome! Dan looks for-
ward to moving your congregation through humorous and profound stories revealing lessons learned about tolerance for the
disabled, acceptance of those who are “different”, the joy of adoption and God’'s way of continuing to amaze. Jay Jurewicz
has gone from rock and roll drummer to acoustic pop soloist with The Highway Beautiful. Currently he travels the country shar-
ing his music with the masses. He won the honor of being Top Male Vocalist for the L.A. Music Awards and his music can be
heard on the soundtracks for three MTV shows being aired. Jay’s faith is interwoven into his songs in a fun way that all ages
will enjoy. If you are interested in hosting “Stories and Song” at your church, contact Dan Kulp at 585-317-7335 or
dan@thedigproject.com. Hear more at: www.myspace.com/thedigproject or www.myspace.com/thehighwaybeautiful.com.



www.dimblebyfriedelfuneralhomes.com
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Book Review: T7alking About Evangelism.
A Congregational Resource

Submitted by the
Rev. Gustav Nelson, HR

The Rev. Mark Davis in his
book, Talking About
Evangelism: A Congrega-
tional Resource (Holy
Conversations), addresses a
vital issue in a creative way.
As Presbyterians, we have
never been very good at
evangelism, especially in
recent years. Mark uses
personal experience and
theological insight to offer
concrete suggestions that
speak well to our day.

Mark and | have followed
similar paths in our faith
journeys. Both of us came
out of very fundamentalistic
traditions, that carried with
them a clear cut way to do
evangelism. He used it in
talking to his favorite high
school teacher: Mark had
taken Evangelism 101 at
the Christian College he
attended and wanted to be
sure Sam, his teacher, was
saved. Sam responded,
“Take your prayers, and
your haolier-than-thou atti-
tude and get the hell out of
my office. And don’t bother
coming back until you leave
that crap at home.”

Two years later, Mark hesi-
tantly revisited Sam’ who
greeted Mark warmly and
asked how he was doing at
college. Mark told of a small
group of guys who got to-
gether each morning to talk

about the day, and usually
ending with a prayer. Sam
was impressed. This little
exchange illustrated a differ-
ent way to share the joy and
justice of the gospel: no con-
version; no “sinners prayer,”
no “Roman Road to Salva-

tion” (using several purple
passages from the book of
Romans as a plan for salva-
tion).

Mark has built upon this ex-
perience at seminary and in
graduate school at the Uni-
versity of lowa. His doctoral
dissertation was on Paul Til-
lich. Anybody who sees Paul
Tillich as his mentor in talk-
ing about evangelism needs
to be taken seriously Mark

stands alone in this regard.

“The twentieth century theo-
logian Paul Tillich describes
‘sinfulness’ as
‘estrangement,”” Estrange-
ment assumes a prior rela-
tionship. Assuming that a

person has had a prior rela-
tionship with God is the first
step in evangelism. “One
way of expressing that prior
relationship is to say to
each and all. ‘You are a
beloved child of God."”

Building on this assumption,
Mark discusses evangelism
as conversation and the
listening and telling that it
entails. The book has six
chapters or sessions and
concludes with a discussion
guide at the end.

Mark’s friend, Sam, plays a
pivotal role later in Mark’s
life. Eight years later he
met Sam in a toy store.
Sam invited Mark to come
to Highland Presbyterian
Church, and later recom-
mended Mark be accepted
as an “Inquirer” into ordina-
tion.

When we see evangelism as
conversation, strange things
can happen. We might even
wonder who evangelizes
whom?

Buy the book. It is a good
read. In fact, buy several
books and get some friends
together and spend a few
evenings falking about
evangelism.

List price is $12 for Talking
about Evangelism,
(Paperback) and is available
online at www.Amazon.com
for $9.60 plus shipping.
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Presbytery PW
Fall Meetings:
Oct. 12 & 13

The theme for “:}\a\‘«l* 443 St
the annual fall & %
workshops is [ %
Pleces of i
Peace. with POMEN

plenary speaker is Carmen
Lempe-Zeiler! The Bible
study leader is Lorena
Blount and her talk is
“Above and Beyond: Hear-
ing God’s Call in Jonah and
Ruth”. Workshops include:

e Threads of Mission—
Judy Gale

e Peace with the Environ-
ment— Rev. Linda
O’Connell

e Weaving Peace Into Our
Lives— Sue Kimball

e How to Teach Jonah and
Ruth— Lorena Blount

e Conversations with car-
men— Carmen

You won’'t want to miss the
enthusiasm of those who
attended the Synod Gather-
ing this summer. Each day
begins with worship at 9:30
a.m. and concludes at 2:30
p.m. Registration starts at
8:45 a.m. RSVP for either:

Friday, October 12 at the
First United Presbyterian
Church, 616 Chestnut, in
Atlantic. Call the Church
at: 712-243-2195, by Mon-
day, Oct. 8.

Saturday, October 13 at
the First Presbyterian
Church, 220 N. 2P E., in
Newton. Call the Church
at: 641-792-2790, by Tues-
day, Oct. 9.
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Lecture and Book Signing in Des Moines

In a powerful new book,
evangelical theologian and
former Moderator of the
PCUSA, Rev. Jack Rogers,
makes a biblical case for
equal rights in the church
and in society for people who
are lesbian, gay, bisexual or
transgender. Jesus, the Bible,
and Homosexuality: Explode
the Myths, Heal the Church
describes Dr. Rogers’ own
change of mind and heart on
the issue; charts the church’s
well-documented history of
using biblical passages to
oppress marginalized groups;
argues for a Christ-centered
reading of Scripture; debunks

WE’RE ON THE WEB:

www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org

often repeated stereotypes
about gays and lesbians; and
concludes with ideas for how
the Church can heal itself and
move forward again.
(www.drjackrogers.com)

Hear Dr. Rogers speak
Wednesday, Sept. 26 at
Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 4114 Allison Ave.
(corner of Beaver and Frank-
lin), Des Moines. Gathering at

6:30 p.m. with program at
6:45 p.m. For information,
call 515-274-1534 or
info@westpres.org

The entire Des Moines Pres-
bytery is invited to attend
this free lecture and hear
Jack’s own inspiring story of
transformation. Sponsoring
churches are Westminster
Presbyterian Church (Des
Moines) and Heartland
Presbyterian Church
(Clive). If your congregation
would be interested in co-
sponsoring this event, call
Rev. Amy Miracle at the
church, 515-274-1534,
amiracle@westpres.org.




