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is much like what happens in 

November. We are such a 

busy people and culture, tied 

up with schedules, activities, 

tests, e-mails, travel, school, 

work and on and on and on, 

that we rarely stop to take 

note of how lucky we are 

and how much we have and 

be grateful. We are such a 

blessed people, and we gen-

erally have an abundance in 

our lives and possessions, 

yet we don’t, on any regular 

basis, stop to say thanks to 

the One who has provided all 

this – and more – for us. We 

lack in the well-known 

phrase: an attitude of grati-

tude. As a culture and a peo-

ple, we seem to think we 

deserve all this stuff – a 

sense of entitlement – and 

that we got it on our own. 

All of this lessens the obser-

vance of such days as 

Thanksgiving. 

I am reminded of the ac-

count in Luke about the ten 

lepers that Jesus healed. 

They ran off joyous and 

glad, but only one came 

back to say “Thanks.” One of 

my favorite Presbyterian 

poets, David Steele, now 

with the saints, wrote this 

little ditty about The Other 
Nine: 

About that group of leprous 
men, 

I get to thinking now and 
then. 

Ten of them were in that 
band 

Who felt the Master’s healing 
hand. 

Yet only on within their 
ranks 

Returned to offer Christ his 
thanks. 

While his response was 
mighty fine, 

What happened to the other 
nine? 

How could those folk have 
been so rude 

And fail to show their grati-
tude? 

In microcosm here we find 

The thoughtless tale of hu-
mankind. 

We live our lives at such a 
pace 

We haven’t time to ponder 
grace. 

So I shall schedule in my 
days 

Some time for thoughts of 
grateful praise. 

But not today! I feel my 
oats, 

I haven’t time for thank-you 
notes. 

So God who loves more that 
I ask 

Is taking on a thankless task. 

May we all schedule time – 

even though it is brief – to 

regularly be thankful to God 

and let God know. It doesn’t 

hurt to let other people in 

our lives know as well, so I 

end with saying “Thank You” 

to all of you – for all you do, 

for all you are in this time 

and place, and for all you do 

to help our congregations 

and presbytery carry out 

ministry. May this be an es-

pecially thank-full time for 

each of you. 

—Peace, Phil 
General Presbyter and 

Stated Clerk 

Phil’s Corner continued from page 1 

Des Moines Presbytery Office:  Holiday Schedule 
December 24-31, 2007  Christmas Break 
January 1 & 2, 2008 Tuesday New Year’s Break 
January 21 Monday Martin Luther King Day 
March 21 Friday Good Friday 
May 26 Monday Memorial Day 
July 4 Friday Independence Day 
September 1 Monday Labor Day 
November 27 Thursday Thanksgiving Day 
November 28 Friday Day after Thanksgiving 
December 24 Wednesday Day before Christmas Day 
December 25 Thursday Christmas Day 
December 26-January 2, 2009 Christmas Break/New Year’s Day 

Congregations 
Looking for a 
Web Vendor... 
The information below can 

help you make an informed 

decision about Internet 

ministry. 

If extending your reach is 

essential for increasing in-

volvement in your ministry. 

Do you want to enable your 

timeless message through 

today’s tools? 

If so, you are invited to 

sign up for a risk-free 45-

day trial with WebMedley – 

the easy-to-use, web-based 

platform that empowers 

your people for greater 

impact. 

With this trial, you’ll receive 

live training, technical sup-

port and access to all tools 

and designs. Best of all, 

find out how they’ve helped 

others like you grow their 

church’s ministries. 

Click on this link 

www.webmedley.com/

TryitNow/tabid/59/

Default.aspx or call them 

toll free at 800-434-8607. 

If the link above does not 

work, simply copy it into 

your Internet browser. 
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Events Calendar 
2007 

Dec. 10 – Human Rights 

Day 

Dec. 16 – The Interfaith 

Alliance of Iowa & Action 

Fund presents Caucus 
Training: One Nation. Many 
Faiths. Vote 2008. on Sun-

day from 2-4 p.m. at West-

minster Presbyterian Church 

in Des Moines. This event 

will help you understand the 

caucus process. Guest 

Speaker: Donna Redwing, 

Senior Advisor of Policy & 

Development, The Interfaith 

Alliance (national). Special 

invited guests: Governor 

Chet Culver, Senator 

Charles Grassley & Senator 

Tom Harkin. Presenters are: 

Norm Sterzenbach – Politi-

cal Director, Iowa Democ-

ratic Party and Dave Roe-

derer – Iowa Republican 

Party; former Chief of Staff 

& Legislative Liaison for 

Governor Branstad. This is a 

non-ecumenical event that 

is free and open to the pub-

lic. Westminster member, 

Joyce Smith sits on the 

board for The Interfaith 

Alliance (TIA). 

Dec. 23 – Christmas Joy 
Offering 

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve, 

Presbytery office is closed 

until Jan. 2. 

Dec. 25 – Nativity of Jesus 

Christ/Christmas Day. 

Dec. 30 – New Church De-

velopment Day 

2008 

Jan. 1 & 2– New Year’s 

Day, Presbytery office is 

closed. 

Jan. 4-March 7 – A 10-

week course on understand-

ing different personality 

styles, held Fridays from 

8:15-9:45 a.m. at the Des 
Moines Pastoral Coun-
seling Center, 2929 

Westown Pkwy., Ste. 110, 

West Des Moines. Cost is 

$200 plus optional texts. 

This course provides 15.00 

hours towards the continu-

ing education requirements 

of the Iowa Board of Social 

Work Examiners and the 

Iowa Board of Behavioral 

Science Examiners. Regis-

tration deadline is Dec. 14. 

To register, call 515-274-

4006 or e-mail 

info@dmpcc.org. Curtis 

Rich, M.S.W., L.I.S.W., in-

structor. 

Jan. 6 – Epiphany of the 

Lord 

Jan. 13 – Baptism of the 

Lord 

Jan. 18 – Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity begins 

Jan. 19 – Des Moines 
Presbytery Meeting at 

the Ankeny Presbyterian 
Church 

Jan. 20 – Race Relations; 

Partnership in Mission 

Jan. 21 – Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s Birthday ob-

served, Presbytery office is 

closed. 

Jan. 25-27 – Synod com-

missioner to lead Faith at 

Work Workshop: Tom 

Pappas, from Homestead 

Presbytery, and his wife, 

Laurel Van Ham, will be one 

of three couples leading a 

workshop, Being Together: 
Called as a Couple, in Chi-

cago. The workshop is be-

ing offered by Faith At 

Work, described in its vision 

statement as “a leading 

organization empowering 

people to explore, discern 

and act on their many gifts 

and calls in the complexity 

of their daily lives for the 

good of God’s world.” Cou-

ples participating in the 

workshop can expect “rest, 

rejuvenation and reconnec-

tion to your call as a cou-

ple,” according to materials 

in Faith@Work magazine. 

Registration information can 

be found at 

www.faithatwork 

.com/events/calendar.html. 

Jan. 26 – MANifest: a 
gathering of Men and Their 

Fathers. Saturday from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. Cost is $50 

and includes lunch at the 

Des Moines Pastoral 
Counseling Center, 2929 

Westown Pkwy., Ste. 110, 

West Des Moines. To regis-

ter, call 515-274-4006. 

Jan. 27 – Camp and Con-

ference Ministries Sunday 

Jan. 28-31 – 2008 Winter 
Pastors School, at Hastings 

College, in Nebraska. 

Attention: Elders, 
Educators and 
Pastors 
Register for the 2008 Association 

of Presbyterian Church Educators 

(APCE) Annual Event by Dec. 17, 

2007, and save $50 with the 

early registration discount. At the 

conference in San Diego, Feb. 

13-16, 2008, participants will 

explore teaching for transforma-

tion, hear ideas to renew minds, 

hearts and bodies, and find ways 

to discern God’s will for the 

church. More than 100 workshop 

choices covering children, youth, 

young adult, older adult, and 

large and small church ministry 

will offer learning opportunities 

for attendees at every stage of 

their educational ministry. Educa-

tors may also enroll in a 30-hour 

course to meet PCUSA certifica-

tion requirements  

(http://apcenet.org) 
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GAC DISTRIBUTES 
$2.7 MILLION TO SYNODS 
The General Assembly Coun-

cil’s (GAC) Stewardship and 

Mission Support Committee 

approved the allocation of 

$2,729,758 in National Mis-

sion Partnership Funds 

(NMPF) to nine of the 

PCUSA’s 16 synods. The an-

nual allocation represents 

10.5% of the unrestricted 

contributions from congrega-

tions and presbyteries to the 

GA mission budget during 

the previous budget year. 

The allocation includes 

$300,546 to the Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies. See 

the complete story at: 

www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2007/07605.htm. 

SYNOD SCHOOL SETS 
RECORD, MAKING PLANS 
FOR 2008 
Synod School continues to 

set participation records. On 

July 22-27, 618 people took 

part in Synod School at 

Buena Vista University in 

Storm Lake, Iowa. That total 

represents a 4.7% increase 

above 2006 when 590 par-

ticipated. Participants in-

cluded 581 Presbyterians, 

seven Roman Catholics and 

at least 30 others who were 

members of either a Method-

ist, United Church of Christ, 

Jewish, Reformed Church, 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America or other congre-

gation. Participants came 

from 172 towns in 18 states 

and two Canadian provinces. 

Plans are already in the 

works for Synod School 

2008, scheduled July 27-

August 1 at Buena Vista Uni-

versity. The Rev. Scott 

Nesbitt, pastor of First United 

Presbyterian Church in Clin-

ton, Iowa, is slated as convo-

cation speaker. While course 

catalogs and registration in-

formation won’t be coming 

out until March, the initial 

brochure announcing Synod 

School 2008, Coloring Out-
side the Lines, is now avail-

able online. 

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
CONTINUES TO DECLINE 
ACROSS SYNOD 
Church membership within 

the PCUSA denomination 

across the Synod of Lakes 

and Prairies has declined 

39.7% since the end of 1980, 

according to statistics pre-

sented at the fall meeting of 

the synod. During that time, 

church membership fell from 

263,757 to 159,134. During 

the period of Dec. 31, 2005, 

through Dec. 31, 2006, mem-

bership decreased 3%, falling 

from 164,080 to 159,134. 

Declines of 5% or more 
from the end of 2005 to the 

end of 2006 occurred in the 

presbyteries of Des Moines 
(6.39%) and Northern Wa-

ters (5.04%). Two presbyter-

ies showed declines of less 

than 2% — Twin Cities Area 

(1.08%) and Winnebago 

(1.51%). 

SYNOD PARTICIPATES IN BOP 
SABBATICAL PLAN 
The Synod of Lakes and Prai-

ries approved participation in 

a joint program with the 

Board of Pensions of the 

PCUSA to provide sabbatical-

support grants to pastors in 

small congregations — those 

with congregations with 

fewer than 200 members. 

The BOP has designated a 

total of $330,000 annually 

for three years to fund its 

commitment, and each synod 

will receive a proportion of 

the total each year. The 

synod will receive a total of 

$30,000 annually to issue 10 

grants of $3,000 each. The 

program has been endorsed 

by the general and executive 

presbyters within the synod. 

Bart Brenner, interim execu-

tive presbyter in South Da-

kota Presbytery, is develop-

ing procedure and applica-

tion forms for the program. 

SYNOD WEB SITE OFFERS 
SERMON, WORSHIP LINKS 
There are a variety of links 

to Web sites on the Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies site that 

provide materials for ser-

mons and worship. In some 

cases, the linked site may 

have a complete sermon or 

at least an appropriate illus-

tration. On the worship side 

there are music, drama and 

dance links. There are even 

links for bulletin and news-

letter art. The links can be 

found at 

www.lakesandprairies.org/

links_sermon.html. Along the 

same line, if you have a 

good link for sermons, wor-

ship or graphics, and are 

willing to share, e-mail Com-

munications Executive Duane 

Sweep at dsweep@ 

lakesandprairies.org. 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies Update 

The Center for Lifelong 

Learning in Decatur, Ga., 

has posted new winter 

Distance Learning 
Events – take a look at 

these or other 2008 courses 

at: www.ctsnet.edu. 

Jan. 2 – April 30, 2008 

Reading Fiction Theologi-

cally Appreciate fiction 

through the eyes, heart and 

mind of faith. Online litera-

ture course, led by Richard 

Blake, CTS Public Services 

Librarian. 

Jan. 8, 2008 Christians and 

Their Money What ap-

proach can Christians best 

and faithfully take, related 

to material possessions – 

especially money? Dean of 

Faculty, D. Cameron Mur-

chison leads this four-

session, “real-time” online 

course. 

YMLI Certificate Events 

Dec. 7-8 Know Where to 

Turn When the Youth Turn 

to You 

March 7-8 The Big Three: 

Worship Mission and Fel-

lowship 

The Lifelong Learning web-

site has been updated –

take a look! Online registra-

tion available for most 

courses. For many events, 

a housing registration op-

tion is provided. Contact 

Pat Roper, Registrar at 

404-687-4587 or rop-

erp@ctsnet.edu. 
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being a good citizen, so 

what is God calling us to 

do? We can help fulfill those 

parental roles, at least until 

there are enough students 

who have been through the 

process so that they can 

help the younger ones. 

Also, the Synod of Lakes 

and Prairies through the 

Committee on Racial-Ethnic 

Ministries is able to provide 

some scholarship money to 

racial-ethnic students. Sev-

eral students from Cottage 

Grove Avenue Presbyterian 

Church in Des Moines are 

applying for a scholarship 

this year. When the group 

of young orphans known as 

the Lost Boys (and Girls) 

were still in the refugee 

camps in Africa they were 

taught the mantra for sur-

vival: “Education is your 

mother and father.” The 

student refugees are deter-

mined to study hard and 

make something of their 

lives, often in order to help 

other refugees. 

NOTES OF JOY! 
Rev. Dennis and Margaret 

Morey celebrated their 35th 

wedding anniversary follow-

ing worship on November 4 

with the congregation at 

First Presbyterian Church in 

Oskaloosa. Congratulations! 

CANDIDATE COMPLETES 
ANOTHER HURDLE 
I don't know if you heard 

yet, but I did pass that 

exam I took in August when 

I was there in the pretty 

pink cast. Yes, I'm sure I 

was in the pink by then. So, 

two to go. 

Cindy Lou Ray. Each day is 

a new adventure. 

2007 MISSION YEARBOOK 
HIGHLIGHTED PERRY 
HISPANIC MINISTRY 
SENT OCTOBER 17 
Hello Officers and Staff of 
Des Moines Presbytery… 
and special greetings to Mr. 
Vélez, 

As a former Iowa pastor— 
during 1960-70 at United 
Presbyterian Church, Marion 
Ave. Washington, Ia.; and 
as one who walked the 
woods of Camp Wyoming 
before any building was 
built and then served on the 
Board for a few years; and 
now as a retired Clergy, 
sometimes as a global vol-
unteer in mission, but most 
recently at the University of 
Livingstonia, in Malawi, Af-
rica—I received special 
blessings praying for you on 
your day in the “Mission 
Yearbook.” I was also active 
in Synod ministries, then of 
the UPCUSA. 

Mr. Vélez… I am so Im-
pressed with your ministry. 
My wife and I served the Sec-
ond Union Church of San 
Juan in 2002-04. What a joy 
and challenge. I have been 
on the campus of the Semi-
nario Evangelico Presbiteriano 
on occasion. We also at-
tended the meeting of the 
Synod at your camp in 2003. 
I knew Samuel Vélez 
(possibly your relative?) In 
1978 we were guests for a 
week in the home of Elba and 
the Rev. Joseph _______ 
(now deceased). 
Mi Espan`ol es muy pocito, 
muy chico, y muy malo. 

Paz (Peace), Vernon G. Elgin, 
11436 SE 208th St. #171 
Kent, WA 98031 

WINDSOR TEMORARY SUPPLY 
PASTOR IS ORDAINED 
On Oct. 28, with praise to 

God, the congregation of 

Windsor Presbyterian Church 

in Windsor Heights, cele-

brated the Sept. 23 ordina-

tion of Rev. Shamaine Cham-

bers King. A light lunch was 

served, followed by a recep-

tion for Shamaine. Congratu-

lations! 

HELP STUDENTS PLAN FOR 
COLLEGE 
For many of the college-age 

refugees from Sudan, their 

parents are either dead or 

still back in Africa. So when it 

comes time to go to college 

there is no parent to go on 

campus visits and help fill out 

application and FAFSA forms. 

We all know that education is 

a vital part of success and 

Congregational Connection 

In the photo, Rev. Dave 
Madsen and Lillian Lado 
make a campus visit to 

DMACC, after having also 

visited campuses in Cedar 

Rapids and Iowa City. Lillian 

will begin the nursing pro-

gram at Kirkwood Commu-

nity College in January. 

Lillian’s father is dead and 

her mother and sister are 

somewhere in Sudan. 

If you’d like to be partnered 

with a student, contact the 

Cottage Grove Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of-

fice at 515-279-8877, 

cgpresby@mchsi.com 
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A CALL TO ACTION 
CONCERNING JOINING 
HEARTS AND HANDS 
Because we can accomplish 

more together than we can 

individually, I am inviting 

you to rise with me to a 

new challenge. 

When the Steering Commit-

tee of Joining Hearts & 

Hands met on Wednesday 

via conference call, we 

learned that $212,000 

stands between us and the 

deployment of gifted mis-

sion candidates to serve 

where Christ has called 

them. Denise England – 
called to Egypt; Carol 

Dolezal-Ng – called to Leba-

non; Kathy Reeves – called 

to Switzerland; and other 

qualified candidates who 

are ready and waiting need 

your financial assistance 

now. If we do not raise the 

needed funds by Dec. 15, 
at least three of these can-

didates will be unable to 

fulfill the mission that Christ 

has laid upon their hearts, 

as their window of opportu-

nity will have passed. 

You can make a difference 

in so many lives by making 

a gift now at 

www.pcusa.org/

joiningheartsandhands/

mission-coworkers-

give.htm. You can also 

learn more about Carol by 

visiting www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2007/07665.htm 

and Kathy by visiting 

www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2007/07547.htm. 

The First Presbyterian Church 

of East Brady, Pennsylvania, 

voted last week to pledge 

$10,000 to Kathy Reeves’ 

position in Geneva. “We were 

called by the need,” said Deb-

bie McCanna, clerk of session, 

“an established mission pro-

ject that had proven its worth 

and needed funding.” 

I give thanks to God for that 

congregation’s generosity, 

and pray that you, too, will be 

called by the need. 

–Linda Bryant Valentine 
Executive Director 

General Assembly Council 

LOCAL PRESBYTERY NEWS 
IOWA CITY, IA — At the re-

quest of St. Andrew Pres-
byterian Church in Iowa 
City, the Presbytery of East 

Iowa has formed a Special 

Task Force for Abolishing Tor-

ture. The task force’s pur-

poses are to promote aware-

ness within the presbytery of 

the resolution on the subject 

adopted by the 2006 General 

Assembly of 2006; support 

the principles and activities of 

the National Religious Cam-

paign Against Torture 

(NRCAT), which the PCUSA 

endorses; and encourage East 

Iowa Presbyterians to become 

actively involved at the local 

level in denouncing torture. 

COACHING SKILLS TRAINING 
FOR PRESBYTERY TEAMS 
The Office of Congregational 

Transformation is offering a 

3- day class on coaching skills 

for Presbytery Teams consist-

ing of at least 2-4 people, 

Jan. 21-24, 2008, at the Day-

PCUSA Update 
tona Beach Resort and Con-

ference Center 

(www.daytonabeach 

resort.com), Fla. 

The purpose is to train the 

Presbytery teams in the use 

of coaching skills to assist 

the pastor and the congre-

gation in clarifying specific 

goals for the health of the 

congregation. The emphasis 

is both theoretical and prac-

tical. Ministry teams will 

work together to focus on 

issues from their settings. 

The Rev. Dr. Laurie J. Fer-

guson is coach, consultant 

and psychologist trainer. 

Cost is $109 + $10 per room 

resort fee single or double 

occupancy. Reservations 

must be made prior to Jan. 

4, 2008, call 800-654-6216 

or contact Sherry Britton at, 

sherry.britton@pcusa.org, 

with Transformation Coach-
ing Skills in the Subject Line. 

Include your name, mailing 

address, phone number, e-

mail address and the name 

of your presbytery. Deadline 

is Dec. 29, 2007. Questions? 

Call Shelly at 888-728-7228, 

ext. 5247. 

PDA SENDS FUNDS TO MEX-
ICO TO HELP FLOOD VICTIMS 
Hoping to ease suffering 

from one of Mexico’s largest 

natural disasters in recent 

history, PDA has sent 

$30,000 in aid to the flood-

soaked state of Tabasco. 

The money, from One Great 

Hour of Sharing and desig-

nated funds, was forwarded 

(Continued on page 7) 

Immigration 
Resources Abound 
at PCUSA Web Site 
There is a substantial amount of 

information concerning immi-

gration and the role of the Pres-

byterian Church (U.S.A.) at the 

denomination’s Web site. The 

site, www.pcusa.org/

immigration, identifies legal and 

liturgical resources, provides 

sources for more information 

and shows ways to become 

involved in this national issue 

that also reaches into nearly 

every area of the synod. 

The site also contains a study 

guide, “Resolution Calling for a 

Comprehensive Legalization 

Program for Immigrants Living 

and Working in the United 

States,” developed with the help 

of the General Assembly. A PDF 

file of the study guide can be 

found at www.pcusa.org/

immigration/getinformed.htm. 
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Western mission mistakes. 

Among the mistakes he out-

lines are starting Bible 

schools rather than universi-

ties, and congregations by-

passing mission agencies 

when sending church mem-

bers as missionaries. “It may 

be true that some mission 

agencies are more experi-

enced and wiser than others, 

but to my knowledge there is 

no example of a local con-

gregation bypassing mission 

agencies with any great suc-

cess,” he said. He maintains 

investing in long-term mis-

sionaries is more useful than 

sending short-termers. The 

full story, from the United 

Kingdom’s Christian Today, 

can be read online at 

www.christiantoday.com/

article/12.mistakes.western. 

mission.agencies.have. 

made/14414.htm. 

GAC DIRECTOR LINDA 
VALENTINE VISITS THAI-
LAND, CHINA AND KOREA 
Certain themes are emerging 

in these countries: Each has 

had history in the 20th cen-

tury that challenged the very 

existence of the church and 

has shaped its vitality and 

local leadership today. Lead-

ership development is high 

on the priorities of the 

churches. Presbyterians have 

been founders and support-

ers of many of the leading 

educational and health insti-

tutions. Again and again 

there are requests for 

greater partnership. Read 

Linda’s blog about her trip at 

www.presbyterian.typepad.c

om/lindavalentine/. 

MIJHH CO-CHAIRS 
RESPOND TO GAC ACTION 
TO EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
PARAMETERS 
In response to the recent 

action of the executive com-

mittee of the General Assem-

bly Council to expand the 

parameters of Joining Hearts 
& Hands (MIJHH) to allow 

donors greater latitude in 

honoring the spirit of the 

campaign, MIJHH co-chairs, 

the Rev. Joanna Adams and 

the Rev. David Peterson, 

have issued the following 

statement: 

“As the Steering Committee 

of MIJHH has continued to 

take the pulse of PC(USA) 

congregations, we’ve discov-

ered a deep commitment to 

the mission of Jesus Christ in 

the world and a lot of crea-

tivity being devoted to the 

actual delivery systems. 

We’ve been glad to be in-

cluded in the conversation 

with many of the most crea-

tive of these congregations. 

The Steering Committee has 

devoted many hours of dis-

cussion to the question of fit 

within the MIJHH parame-

ters. It’s been particularly 

helpful for the General As-

sembly Council (GAC) to 

provide another set of eyes 

in charting a forward path. 

These guidelines will be 

helpful to us as we continue 

to service the mission of the 

church. 

We believe that MIJHH is the 

most important thing the 

PCUSA is doing today. Be-

cause MIJHH is about mak-

ing the gospel of Jesus 

Christ available to the world 

in a bold new way, we thank 

and commend our partners 

on the General Assembly 

Council for their breadth of 

vision in allowing this critical 

effort to move forward by 

meeting 'the church where it 

is right now’.” Questions? 

Contact: Rev. Emily Odom, 

336/508-6394. 

LAPTOP COMPUTERS: 
GET 1/GIVE 1 
Are you or your congrega-

tions looking for a meaningful 

present to give at Christmas? 

Here’s an idea/special offer to 

non-profits that might be of 

interest to your congregation 

and church members from 

the One Laptop Per Child 
website: “Starting November 

12, One Laptop Per Child will 

be offering a Give 1 Get 1 

Program for a brief window of 

time in North America. For 

$399, you will be purchasing 

two XO laptops—one that will 

be sent to empower a child to 

learn in a developing nation, 

and one that will be sent to 

your child at home.” Check 

out the details at 

www.laptopgiving.org. 

STEWARDSHIP RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 
As the Church heads into the 

heart of the “Stewardship 

Season” you should know 

that the PCUSA Stewardship 

Web site (www.pcusa.org/

stewardship) has materials to 

help your congregations im-

plement their fall stewardship 

programs. Questions? Contact 

Ruth Anne Boklage 

ruthanne.boklage@pcusa.org. 

PCUSA Update continued from page 7 

Apply for Spring 
2008 Program 
The Pastoral & Spiritual 
Care Track begins March 

31–April 4, with the core 

course Ministry With 
Groups in partnership with 

Midwest Adventist Health 

Systems and will meet at 

LaGrange Hospital, La-

Grange, IL. Applications for 

the Doctor of Ministry Pro-

gram are due Feb. 1. A 

second core course in pas-

toral care will be offered 

May 12–16. 

The Parish Revitaliza-
tion and Building Be-
loved Community Tracks 

begins in June. All McCor-

mick Doctor of Ministry 

students begin their course 

of study with core courses, 

Ministry With Groups and 

Cities of God, offered June 

2–13, 2008 on the McCor-

mick Campus. Applications 

are due April 1. 

Fall ‘08/’09 Doctor of 
Ministry introductory 
classes for all tracks will 
begin on these dates: 

Nov. 10, 2008; June 1, 

2009; Nov. 2, 2009. 

For details, contact Martha 

Brown, 800-228-4687, ext. 

6361 or 

mbrown@mccormick.edu or 

go to the Doctor of Ministry 

pages on the McCormick 

Website. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
ANNUAL PRESBYTERY 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON IS 
DECEMBER 12 
This year’s event will be 

held on Wednesday, Dec. 12 

at Noon, at the Park Avenue 

Presbyterian Church in Des 

Moines. 

Invitations were given out at 

the Nov. 13 Presbytery 

meeting to all pastors. We 

urge you to bring your 

church staff members, vol-

unteers or any other impor-

tant people in your churches 

that you feel should be 

treated to a special lunch-

eon. If you do not have a 

pastor in your church at this 

time, you are still urged to 

get a group together of 

those important folks in your 

church and attend. 

The cost of our special 

lunch, served by the folks at 

Park Avenue Presbyterian 

Presbytery Happenings 
Church, who have so gra-

ciously volunteered be hosts  

this year, will be $5. There 

will be short program fol-

lowing lunch. 

If you have any questions, 

please call Office Manager 

Betty Dyer at the presbytery 

office, 515-276-4991. 

GENERAL MISSION PLEDGE 
FORMS ARE DUE 
To date, the Presbytery 

office has received only 38 

forms of our 64 churches. 

The Budget & Finance Com-

mittee met Oct. 16, 2007 

and Coordinating Council 

met Oct. 18. Both spent a 

fair amount of time trying 

to set a budget for 2008. 

The General Mission Fund 

supports all mission aspects 

of the Presbytery. These 

monies are sent by all of 

our churches to PCUSA and 

then distributed to the Pres-

bytery and Synod on a 

monthly basis. Mission work 

of our presbytery commit-

tees will not be able to con-

tinue their work if we do not 

receive your general mission 

funds. 

If you have questions about 

the mission groups that 

benefit from these funds, 

Contact General Presbyter 

Phil Barrett or Office Man-

ager Betty Dyer at 515-276-

4991. 

Please return pledge forms 

as soon as possible, it will 

help the Presbytery’s 2008 

budget. If, for some reason, 

your church has chosen not 

to pledge for 2008, it still 

would be helpful to have the 

form state your intentions. 

A big “Thank You!” to the 38 

churches who have returned 

the form. 

More than 70 Presbyterian 

Women in our Presbytery, 

met at two Fall Workshops  

October 12 & 13. Atlantic -

First and Newton - First 

hosted the annual events. 

Attendees came from India-

nola, Creston, Perry, Aller-

ton, Audubon, Lucas, Platte 

Center, Winterset, Oska-

loosa, Atlantic, Newton, 

Sigourney and Des Moines 

area churches. Using the 

theme “Pieces of Peace”, 

plenary speaker, Carmen 

Lempe-Zeitler, Executive 

Director of Children and 

Family Urban Ministries of 

Des Moines, stressed that 

we are called to “create 

hospitality, and nurture 

justice, seeking ways to 

bring about peace in our 

community and our world.” 

Workshops included, 

“Weaving Peace Into Our 

Lives”, led by artist Sue 
Kimball of Indianola, 
with Rev. Linda O’Connell 
of Lucas, sharing insights 

on “Peace with Our Environ-

ment.” Judy Gale of Cres-
ton, Mission Matters Coor-

dinator, presented a work-

shop with resources for 

mission projects. Popular 

Bible Study leader, Lorena 
Blount of Allerton, intro-

duced the national Bible 

Study, “Above and Beyond: 

Hearing God’s Call in Jonah 

and Ruth.” Items were col-

lected for CROSS Ministries 

and the days offering was 

divided between CROSS 

ministries and Denise Eng-
land, designated mission-

ary to Egypt. Each day con-

cluded with communion. 

– Emily Seeger, Moderator 
Presbytery PW 

PW Gathering Success 

Anne Graham 
Lotz is coming 
to Des Moines 
Wells Fargo Arena is the 

place to be April 18-19, 

2008 for this women’s pro-

gram called “Just Give Me 

Jesus” This two-day event 

is designed to be a life-

changing revival for 

women. Anyone may attend 

this free event. 

Local revival committees 

are being formed to help 

with the program. If you 

are interested in helping a 

revival committee, contact: 

Just Give Me Jesus, Des 

Moines, 2008, 1100 North 

Hickory Blvd., Suite 105, 

Pleasant Hill, Iowa, 50327. 

E-mail: jgmJesusdsm@ 

netins.net, phone: 515-264-

7200. 

The next area meeting is 

Thursday, Nov. 29, at the 

Urbandale Public Library, 

3520 86th St., Urbandale, 

from 6:30-8:00 p.m. Con-

tact Jeannine Stadler for 

details at 515-978-6760 or 

mjstad@aol.com. 

Anne Graham Lotz is the 

daughter of Billy Graham. 

You can also get more in-

formation and brochures at 

her Web site at: 

www.annegrahamlotz.com. 
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NEWTON 
The United Presbyterian 
Church in Newton con-

tributed to the community 

CROP Walk $132. 

–Linda Rex, 
Secretary 

OSKALOOSA 
First Presbyterian 
Church in Oskaloosa par-

ticipated in the Mahaska 

County CROP Walk. Along 

with 6 other churches we 

raised $4,612 for 

CROP. There were a 

total of 58 walkers 

with 20 of them com-

ing from First Presby-

terian. Our congrega-

tion turned in $1,889 

of the total. We felt 

blessed that we had 

around 10 of our kids 

walking and they 

raised over $1000 on 

their own! Congratulations 

to Zero Gravity fighting 

hunger, a mission worth 

walking about! Also, thanks 

to co-chairs Rev. Hans & 
Stephanie Cornelder for 

coordinating the group. 

GRINNELL 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Grinnell collected a little 

over $1,400 for CROP Walk. 

Thanks to everyone who 

sponsored the walkers and 

those who walked in the rain 

and a big thanks to Linda 

Cranston for organizing our 

group. 

–David Cranston, 
Clerk of Session 

INDIANOLA 
Middle School Youth from 

Trinity United Presbyte-
rian Church in Indianola 
raised and contributed $160 

to the Des Moines Area Hun-

ger Hike, but didn’t end up 

going to Des Moines to walk 

because it was raining and 

the youth leader’s van had a 

flat tire! 

–Sarah Keyser 

WINTERSET 
Madison County held a CROP 

walk with 9 churches from 

this area participating. More 

than 60 people walked in the 

Madison County walk. The 

walkers had the options of a 

3-, 5-, or 6-mile walk. The 

unofficial total amount raised 

is $4,806.00! 

The local Multi-

Purpose Cen-

ter/Food Pantry 

will receive 

25% of the 

total amount 

raised. First 
United Pres-
byterian 
Church in 
Winterset, led 

by Joann Collins, had sev-

eral members participate. 

The walkers from our 

church were Coreenn Kin-
naird, Sara Lamb, Wendy 
Sawyer, Joann Collins, 
Brian Dickerson, Pat 
Dickerson, Benji McKee, 
Jessica Thomerson, and 
Katy McKee. Connie 
Banks, Bona Clemmens, 
and Pat Kuhns worked at 

the water station at the city 

park. It is our hope that this 

event becomes an annual 

celebration! We walk be-

cause they walk! 

–Wendy Sawyer 

ANKENY 
The youth group of Ankeny 
Presbyterian Church par-

ticipated in the annual Hun-
ger Hike. The 13 youth and 

3 adults trekked 5 miles and 

raised $619! What a com-

mitment to fighting hunger 

both locally and globally. 

Thanks to the congregation 

for their generous giving. 

OTTUMWA 
Walking in the CROP Walk 

this year were: Liz Stoltz-
Peters, Ellen Stoltz-
McGinity; Mary Jo Hel-
gerson, Mary Saylor, 
Merrie and Karl Lawson-
Smith, Johanna and 
Sage Goodwin and Rev. 
Sue Babovec. A total of 

$4,620.61 was raised by 

nearly 100 walkers (of 

which $429 was directly 

collected from First Pres-
byterian Church in Ot-
tumwa. 

Fall Community Missions Walk the Talk 

Above: The Zero Gravity 
youth group from First Pres-

byterian Church of Oska-
loosa participated in this 

year’s CROP Walk in 
Mahaska County. 

Below: Volunteers from the 
Oskaloosa church help out at 

the registration tables. 
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In Thom Rainer’s latest 

book, Breakout Churches: 
Discover How to Make the 
Leap, he sets out to discover 

how churches that were once 

healthy but had stagnated in 

growth have broken out to 

become great churches im-

pacting lives and entire com-

munities. 

Thom S. Rainer (PhD, South-

ern Baptist Theological Semi-

nary) is president and CEO 

of LifeWay Christian Re-

sources in Nashville, Tennes-

see. He was founding dean 

of the Billy Graham School of 

Missions, Evangelism and 

Church Growth at The South-

ern Baptist Theological Semi-

nary. The book is available 

jacketed in hardcover for 

$22.99. 

Here’s what Rev. Jim 
Howland (Winterset, First 

United) has to say about this 

transforming book: 

“Tom Rainer writes an excel-

lent book based on research 

that his team conducted to 

answer the question, “What 

makes a church go from being 

a good church to being a 

great church.” 

The team examined churches 

throughout the United States 

from various backgrounds and 

traditions and applied a crite-

ria to determine if they were 

a breakout church or not. 

Out of over 400,000 churches 

throughout the nation, they 

identified 13 churches that 

passed the rigorous test. 

Then they compared those 

13 to similar churches, dis-

covering what made the dif-

ference. 

Take an exciting journey as 

Rainer lays out what allows a 

church to breakout from its 

good patterns to become 

great. One of my favorite 

quotes from this book, a 

quote that our staff adopted 

as a theme for 2007, comes 

at the very start of the book: 

“It is a sin to be good if God 

has called us to be great.”” 

–Rev Jim E Howland 
First United Presbyterian 

Church, Winterset 

Book Review: Breakout Churches 

Please keep in your prayers 

the following: 

The family of Chi Hofer, a 

member of Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church in 

Des Moines and widow of 

the late Rev. Andrew 
“Andy” Hofer, who died on 

November 1. The funeral 

service was held at High-
land Park Presbyterian 
Church in Des Moines. 

Burial was at Maple Grove 

Cemetery in Audubon. The 

Revs. Bob Cook and Ken 
Arentson officiated the fu-

neral and the Rev. Kay 

Steddom officiated the in-

terment. Condolences may 

be sent in care of: Highland 

Park Presbyterian Church, 

321 Euclid Avenue, Des 

Moines, IA 50313-4349 or e-

mail hermano_robert1@ 

yahoo.com. Memorials should 

go to Chi’s favorite charities, 

including Highland Park Pres-

byterian Church, The Good 

Samaritan Fund at Calvin 

Community and Hope Minis-

tries. 

The Rev. Bill LeMosy, pas-

tor of Knox United Presby-
terian Church in Des 

Moines, recently suffered a 

fall on his bicycle and broke a 

bone in his wrist. He is now 

home and recovering. 

The Rev. Kirsten Klepher, 
pastor at First Presbyterian 
Church in Grinnell and Bui 

Lydia Thi Kim Klepfer are 

home after their trip from 

Hanoi, Viet Nam. Welcome! 

The Rev. Tom Conrey, pas-

tor at First Presbterian 
Church in Perry is home 

recovering after having dou-

ble knee replacement sur-

gery. 

Prayers and Concerns 

Planning 
Summer VBS 
Program? 
Now is the time to plan 

your 2008 Vacation Bible 

School. Jump into the rain-

forest with the fun, Bible-

centered VBS curriculum, 

Rainforest Adventure, from 

Congregational Ministries 

Publishing and Augsburg 

Fortress Publishers. 

In 2008, Vacation Bible 

School kids will experience 

Bible stories through an 

interactive combination of 

music, art, science, games, 

worship and drama in an 

imaginary rainforest can-

opy. 

Get ready for a sky-high 

adventure into God’s word 

with a stewardship theme 

that will show kids how to 

care of God’s wondrous 

creation and each other. 

This year’s mission project, 

Living Waters for the 

World, helps provide clean 

water for kids around the 

world. Go to: 

www.livingwatersfor 

theworld.org/ 




