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8'. b CHURCH (USA)

Equipping pastors and congregations
with the tools to carry on God'’s awesome love.

Monthly Message: Answering the Higher Call

A monthly
message for
the church
from the
General
Assembly’s
stated clerk.

By the Rev. Gradye
Parsons

LOUISVILLE — Maybe we
need an Extreme Planet Make-
over. As if 3.7 million people
unemployed since January,
tornadoes, and flooding were
not enough, now we have
swine flu. | am sure there are
locusts warming up some-
where.

The difference between the
first three disasters and swine
flu is that the first three bring
people together. Swine flu, on
the other hand, makes us
want to stay as far apart from
each other as possible. People
who are co-workers and
neighbors suddenly become
strangers in our midst if they
show the slightest hint of a
sniffle.

Barbara Brown Taylor has
given us an excellent new
book, An Altar in the World.: A
Geography of Faith
(HarperOne, 2009). Taylor
explores our relationship with
strangers in the chapter, “The
Practice of Encountering Oth-

ers.” Using Matt. 25:34-37 as
a starting point, she explores
the difference between philox-
enia (love for the stranger)
and xenophobia (fear of the
stranger). Taylor points out
that, for most of us, fear of
the stranger comes much
more naturally than the other.

It is impossible in a 2.2 mil-
lion-member denomination for
everyone to know each other.
We can be strangers even in
our own congregations. We
can find ourselves greeting
long-time members as visitors
if they don’t sit in our pew
zone. We can also find our-
selves excluding from our in-
ternal membership roll those

“Amendment B” have been
surprising and close, which
means the debates were
probably very intense.

Having a strong difference of
opinion can transform sisters
and brothers in a presbytery
into strangers, or move us
closer to the community that
God intends. For we are a
church of strangers that God
has chosen to call a people of
faith. We must not become
xenophobic, but answer the
higher call to be philoxenic.

May the gracious love of God
help us do just that, healing
our hearts, souls and minds
in Christ Jesus.

with whom

we don't
readily agree.

We are com-
ing to the end
of the season
of debate on
the amend-
ments to the
Book of Order
that were
proposed by
the 218"
General As-
sembly
(2008).

Some of the
votes on

GROWING CHRIST’S CHURCH ‘DEEP AND WIDE’
Presbytery-by-presbytery, the Presbyterian

News Service is reporting on congregations
around the PC(USA) who are engaged in inno-
vative outreach programs in order to Grow
Christ’s Church Deep and Wide — a churchwide
emphasis adopted by the 218" General Assem-
bly (2008) to help congregations grow through
evangelism, discipleship, servanthood and di-
versity. If you have a story to tell about a con-
gregation that's growing Christ’s church deep
and wide, contact Jerry Van Marter or Bethany

Furkin at the Presbyterian News Service, or tell
Des Moines Presbytery Communications
Director Kim Coulter at 515-276-4991.

To read about the response to this call, go to:
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/deepandwide.htm.
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Prepare for
Pentecost

On Sunday, May 31, Christian
churches throughout the world
will celebrate the birth of the
church at Pentecost with crepe
paper streamers in the colors of
fire, with “sounds” of the rush-
ing wind during worship liturgy
and with the retelling of the
biblical story in Acts 2 of the
Holy Spirit coming to empower
the church. PC(USA) congrega-
tions collect the Pentecost offer-
ing on this special day

www.pcusa.org/pentecost/.

THINGS TO MAKE & DO
FOR PENTECOST

Detailed, easy-to-understand
instructions for children’s activi-
ties are provided by Martha
Bettis Gee. Each activity offers a
way for God's spirit to speak to
children and to give children a
vehicle for expression of ideas,

feelings and concepts.

Events Calendar

MAY 2009
May 13 — Older Adult Minis-

try Task Force, 1 p.m., Pres-
bytery Office, Urbandale.

May 14 — Presbytery Staff
Meeting, 10:30 a.m. at Pres-
bytery Office

May 17 — David M. Bailey,
singer, songwriter and can-
cer survivor will present a
free concert at First Pres-
byterian Church in New-
ton. David is fighting a re-
curring brain tumor and is
currently being followed by
CNN for a future story on
survival. David’s father is Dr.
Ken Bailey and they have
both written for Presbyterian
Today. The concert begins at
7 p.m. For more information,
call Amy at 641-521-9037 or
go to
www.davidmbailey.com.

May 18 — Retired Pastors’
Luncheon, 12:30 p.m. at
Calvin Community, West
Dining Room, Program
speaker is Doug Kelly,
Board of Pensions Repre-
sentative.

May 19 — Presbytery Stated
Meeting at Park Avenue
Presbyterian Church, Des
Moines, registration begins
at 1l p.m.

May 21 — Lunch & Learn
Series, Evaluating your
Church’s Communication
Efforts, Presbytery Office,
Noon-1 p.m.

May 25 — Memorial Day
Holiday, Presbytery Office is
closed

May 28 — Church Business
Issues Workshop, The Des
Moines Chapter of the Na-
tional Association of Church
Business Administration is
sponsoring a FREE 3-hour
workshop to help answer
questions such as; “Does
your church handle dona-
tions according to IRS regu-
lations? Do you have suffi-
cient policies for the han-
dling of your church fi-
nances? Does your current
insurance policy cover mis-
conduct claims? Do you
know the most common
safety risk for those at your
church? Are you aware that
you need to protect your
church’s non-profit status?”
The workshop will be at Ply-
mouth Congregational
Church, 4126 Ingersoll Ave.,
Des Moines, from 9 a.m. to
Noon. R.S.V.P. to Laurel
Swanson at 967-4818 or
laurel@iccaltoona.org.

JUNE 2009
June 2 — CCD, 2 p.m.,

Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church, Des Moines

June 2 — Comparfieros,

6:30 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, Des
Moines

June 4 — CROSS Minis-
tries, 7 p.m., Cottage Grove
Ave. Presbyterian Church
June 6 — Social Ministries
Task Force, 9 a.m., Preshy-
tery Office

June 8 — PUP Task Force,

3 p.m. at the Presbytery
Office
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June 10 — lowa EP/GPs,
11 a.m. — 3 p.m. at the Pres-
bytery Office

June 11-13 — The Big 7ent
Conference, The Hyatt Re-
gency in Atlanta, Georgia.
Programs meeting are: CPM/
COM Conference; Elders
Conference; Evangelism and
Church Growth Conference;
New Immigrant Groups;
Presbyterian Communicators’
Network; PHEWA/Social Jus-
tice Biennial Conference;
Presbyterian Multicultural
Conference; Presbyterian
Peacemaking Program; Pres-
byterian Youth Connection;
and the Racial Ethnic Convo-
cation, Stewardship Confer-
ence.

June 16 — Free Seminar for
Older lowans and Caregivers
dealing with questions of life
planning and consumer is-
sues; living wills and health
care power of attorney;
guardianships; conservator-
ships; Medicaid eligibility;
predatory practices; and
more. It's sponsored by the
lowa Department of Elder
Affairs and lowa Legal Aid
Legal Hotline. The Des
Moines area seminar is lo-
cated at Ola Babcock Miller
Building on E 12" & Grand
in Room 308 and runs from
Noon to 4 p.m. To register
call 800-992-8161.

June 21 — Lunch & Learn
Series, Blogging 101 for Pas-
tors, Presbytery Office,
Noon-1 p.m.


www.pcusa.org/pentecost/
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Congregational Connection

SPRING CLEANING BEGINS
The Cottage Grove Avenue

Presbyterian Church in
Des Moines wants to thank
the work crew from the First
Presbyterian Church in
Dallas Center. They worked
on the church basement
March 28. The old kitchen
floor was taken up and mold
and mildew were removed
from the walls. Several mem-
bers form Cottage Grove also
worked on that day.

HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR
DEVOTES TIME TO

SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Cottage Grove Avenue

Presbyterian Church in
Des Moines has benefited
from the help of David
Moore, a high school senior
from the Des Moines Chris-
tian High School and a mem-
ber of the Westminster
Presbyterian Church in
Des Moines. David has been
assisting with Sunday School
class activities for the several
weeks as part of his senior
service project. He will be
missed as he heads off to
college.

YOUTH FUNDRAISING GOES
CITY WIDE
The Heartland Presbyte-

rian Church in Clive and
the Windsor Presbyterian
Church in Windsor
Heights will be sending their
youth on a work trip again
this summer. In order to
send nearly 30-40 teens on
this mission, the kids are
trying a new approach for
raising funds. The 7th-12th
graders will be selling ice
cream at the Des Moines Arts
Festival this summer, June
26-28 in downtown Des
Moines. The A&E stands will
be at 5 different locations
throughout the area.

PICNIC AT CALVIN
COMMUNITY
The annual Calvin Family

Picnic will be held on Sun-
day, June 7, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Friends and
families are invited to join
the Calvin Community staff
and residents on the South
Lawn for good food and fel-
lowship at no charge. To
learn more, go to their Web
site

Employment Opportunities

Director of Children’s Educa-
tion Ministries, United Meth-
odist Church, West Des
Moines, la.

West Des Moines United

Methodist Church is seeking
someone for this 3/4-time
position. The person in this
job will provide leadership,
coordination and supervision

for children’s programs from
birth — 6" grade including
Sunday School, Nursery,
Wednesday Night Live, Vaca-
tion Bible School and more.
Strong relational, organiza-
tion and communication skills
as well as the ability to iden-
tify and empower program

www.calvincommunity.org/,
or call 515-633-2600 to make
your reservation. The free
will donation will be taken to

benefit the Good Samaritan
Fund.

CROSS MINISTRIES HAS NEW
WEB ADDRESS
CROSS Ministry Director

Roberta Victor called our
office with the news of a new
Web site URL address for this
local Des Moines ministry:
Www.crossministriesdm.org.

NEW PW MODERATOR
ELECTED
The Rev. Linda O’Connell,

pastor of First Presbyterian
Churches in Lucas and
Chariton has been elected
moderator of Presbyterian
Women for the Des Moines
Presbytery. Her term began
Saturday, April 25. As mod-
erator, she will be a voting
delegate at Presbyterian
Women'’s Triennial Gathering
in Louisville, Ky. in July. Con-
gratulations! Also, past mod-
erator, Emily Seeger
(Atlantic, First United) is
now corresponding secretary.

leaders, teachers, volun-
teers are desired. Resumes
can be submitted via fax at
515-279-3523 or by e-mail
to Pastor Barrie Tritle at
btritle@wdmumc.org. For a

complete job announce-
ment, visit
www.wdmumc.org.
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Attend DMARC
Service Awards
Luncheon May
21

This year’s Des Moines Area
Religious Council’s Service
Awards Luncheon will be
held Thursday, May 21 at
the Airport Holiday Inn,
Fleur Drive in Des Moines.
The luncheon will begin at
11:45 a.m. and end at 1:15
p.m.

Each year, DMARC recog-
nizes individuals, churches
and organizations that go
above and beyond service
in their community. This
year, the honorees are: the
Polk City United Methodist
Church, Capital City Fruit,
the Rev. Faith Ferre of the
Plymouth Congregational
Church in Des Moines (and
a member of our Presby-
tery’s Khadamat Su-
daniya group) and the
Rabbi David and Julie Kauf-
man of the Temple B’Nai
Jeshurun in Des Moines for
their inspiring contribu-
tions.

DMARC Director the
Rev. Sarai Rice
(Presbytery member at-
large), reminds us to get
your tickets purchased by
May 14.

The cost will be $35, $10 of
which is tax-deductible. Go
to DMARC’s Web site at:
www.dmreligious.org, for

information on how you can
register, e-mail
info@dmreligious.org or call
515-277-6969.




PAGE 4 MAY 2009

AMENDMENT B IS DEFEATED
PRESBYTERIES KEEP
"FIDELITY AND CHASTITY"
ORDINATION STANDARD
Though the formal results

await certification by the
Office of the General As-
sembly, all unofficial tallies
show that Amendment B -
which would replace the
current Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A)) constitutional re-
quirement that church offi-
cers live in “fidelity within
the covenant of marriage
between a man and a
woman or chastity in single-
ness” with a new section G-

PCUSA Update

6.0106b of The Book of
Order - has been defeated.

After voting on Saturday,
April 25, the count is 69
presbyteries in favor with
88 opposed - one more
than the majority of 87 out
of 173 preshyteries required
to decide the matter.

To read the complete story
go online to:
www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2009/09339.

PDA: SWINE FLU UPDATE
Public health officials, in-

cluding the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and

the World Health Organiza-
tion, have confirmed that

since Friday, April 24, an
outbreak of Swine Influenza
A (H1IN1) or “swine flu”
appears to have originated
in Mexico where more than
100 people have died. Since
Friday the flu has begun to
spread rapidly across the
United States — it is now
confirmed in California,
Texas, New York City, Kan-
sas and Ohio.

On Sunday, April 26, 2009,
the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services

BOP Regional Rep’s E-NEWSLETTER—MAY 2009

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE BOARD OF PENSIONS AND CNA OFFER OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR
LONG TERM CARE NOW THROUGH MAY 31.
The Board of Pensions is offering enrollment into the Long Term Care plan on a guaranteed

basis. This means they will not ask medical questions of eligible employees who are actively

employed on the coverage date, July 1. If it never seemed possible that you would qualify for
long term care coverage, this is your chance. Also, members’ spouses, parents, and grandpar-
ents (up to age 90), including in-laws, are eligible to enroll, but they are subject to standard
medical underwriting approval. Visit the Board of Pensions for more information, or login to

the CNA site for an application (password: pcusa). Go to Long-Term Care Insurance Webinar
to view replay. Call CNA at 800-528-4582 for an enrollment kit.

NEW MAXIMUM FOR SEMINARY DEBT ASSISTANCE GRANTS EFFECTIVE JUNE 1
Effective June 1, 2009, the maximum grant available to newly ordained ministers serving

small congregations through the Seminary Debt Assistance Grant program is $1,500 (each
year for a total of four years). The grants will be made to ministers of the Word and Sacra-
ment who are serving churches with fewer than 150 members and a budget of less than
$250,000 to assist them in repaying educational debt incurred while they were seeking a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree. The minister should be in his or her first seven years of ministry and
serving a full-time called position. For info or an application, visit www.pensions.org.

MIDDLE GOVERNING BODY GRANTS APPLICATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 15
Applications for a 2010 Middle Governing Body Grant are due by August 15, 2009. For addi-

tional details about this assistance program, visit Pensions.org. Please note that the new
guidelines governing Middle Governing Body Grants, which permit the Board to award 10
matching grants per year of up to $15,000 per grant, are effective for all new grants.

The Presbytery of Des Moines’ regional representative is the Rev. Dr. Douglas Kelly. He can
be reach at the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 1302 Platte Falls Rd.,

Ste. D PMB 211, Platte City, MO 64079, Phone: 800-511-0132 or 800-773-7752, ext. 7045,

Fax: 816-431-6117, Email: dkelly@pensions.orq.
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declared a public health
emergency. The WHO has
declared the swine flu out-
break a “public health event
of international concern.”

Resources for more infor-
mation on Swine Flu:

e Centers for Disease Con-

trol: Swine Flu Updates
Page.

e Swine Flu Key Facts: Pro-

vides facts about Swine
Influenza.

e Swine Flu and You: Pro-

vides answers to ques-
tions about Swine Influ-
enza.

e Swine Flu Video Podcast:
In this video, Dr. Joe Bre-
see, with the CDC Influ-
enza Division, describes

swine flu - its signs and
symptoms, how it's trans-
mitted, medicines to treat
it, steps people can take
to protect themselves
from it, and what people
should do if they become
ill.
Find out how your congre-
gation can prepare to re-
spond to this crisis. Learn
more at: www.pcusa.org/

pda/pandemic-flu.htm.

To learn more read the
Presbyterian News Service

article, Presbyterians re-
spond cautiously to swine

flu outbreak: Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance posts
general guidelines. Go

online to: www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2009/09367.htm.



http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3hL6tq1X-j2aCLCat-YJ79SZ4BPIiexLoet5vbVcqd3m9Z0DfFN4HYM7q9flWxuyfuD-j0XTR8W4O85NEyj4d7AEvsvz-KWW_GxvK7TSpzgMA==
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09339
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3ij_qj0ro_JegPlVr78hC6gCvF6viW1VbM3Zvja8fJdNgk8mcOMByijIvsHARGmdg17mfBxbqTyaxoAbV9sRJ_9q2-jbla8F7Q=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3hKm6hXt280iGVUm0GnBBPpKBJDyH-ojYLybC5SugrO3RDDAfKOfJs78AoIQ4VgrGBlmLfrxRcTxACAQKuDIdUGhRP6onUkOVo3cbozsZEnXxcuIlpnuCuD
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3jZm_j0uJ3tojZTIb-mBcDxqGtoUe53ATplt0_LCnGIq6gf0AQndZ-35tko7PSY5SzbF7HZasex_7ckF59yEqs1yXVSUeYSmIFz9MYn3KzVMmfUJd8ZpvfMivlKMUzdcu0=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3gYrRNKokhQMP16YT2EHGLbbQy_yBzZ0oNoKqxyy8dgSiOFDAsoYEqrlh5WLJXpO_8H3QDQD962VvZ9oePmCleHUpoh-tqGeRkibtZk1E3vWROYXArlM-ZJjeGO9qzvnUOL52qQyrtanA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102564338086&s=2754&e=0018SWUFkp2j3iiuvvgJ5zFIPPxVNW9u3s6ThUpz2--n6X7PTsFxDuwa7On2TFfNpNRJHgmgw2xPFP3a0AiuTrxwdW3RfXGHMT2hNSng2_-8ID4KvVJBCTkd5l4P82w-C8NK_cCCFMvou0pStPzRvGu4WNE9l9OXED7
http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=206&&PageID=34948&mode=2&in_hi_userid=2&cached=true
http://www.pensions.org/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=206&&PageID=34948&mode=2&in_hi_userid=2&cached=true
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102566745416&s=593&e=0012V8U1hIgYSXulvixsCjdADfUqQ_v9goopXlQsUj8QAmCBqRtuPaDe5xrj7JVV2adUZIsLnbu3qBUoEBFkz73nPE9YfwA2vGYZx63RlWpgWwmR78ARmOFVw==
https://admin.na3.acrobat.com/_a701962636/p77783593
http://web.pensions.org/Publications/pensions/Home/Forms%20%26%20Publications/Forms/arh-004.pdf
http://web.pensions.org/Publications/pensions/Home/Forms%20%26%20Publications/Forms/arh-605.pdf
www.pensions.org
www.pcusa.org/pda/pandemic-flu.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09367.htm
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News Index for April 2-May 8

Presbytery and synod news

Ecumenical Advocacy Days draws veterans, newcomers 100 of 700
participants in seventh annual event are Presbyterians
College news

Staff reduction announced at the Presbyterian Foundation Number of
regional development offices reduced from 16 to 10

New book chronicles Latino Protestantism in the U.S. “Los Evangélicos”
highlights history of ‘quietly thriving community’
Seminary news

Youth Ministries Task Force membership is announced 15-member
panel is the last of six groups named by GA Moderator

A life the church is compelled to live A monthly column for the church
by the GA moderator

Hog Heaven Harley-riding lllinois pastor extends ministry to biker world

PC(USA) pension plan remains fully funded But investment losses mean
no ‘experience apportionment’ in 2009

Great loss, great harvest A monthly column for the church by the Gen-
eral Assembly stated clerk

Communication and resurrection An Easter reflection by a PC(USA)
mission worker in Guatemala

Setting the stage for peace Young Adult Volunteer brings theater back-
ground to year of service

Mary Jane Patterson dies Presbyerian elder led Washington Office for 13
years

Seminary news
Bruce blogs Bay Area Reyes-Chow part of San Francisco Chronicle’s ‘City
Brights’ group blog

New York faith leaders call for immigration reform New York City Pres-
bytery among 20 groups seeking ‘just and humane’ change as part of
interfaith effort

18 congregation-based community organizing groups to share $92,500
Grants support local efforts such as affordable housing, job creation

One church’s ‘crazy idea’ allows another to be reborn California congre-
gation reaches out to one in New Orleans

Water for Malawi Shallow wells have profound impact on community
health

Tornado tears through Tennessee Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
helping with long-term recovery

Notes about people

PDA and Hurricane Katrina: in it for the long run 1.2 million volunteer
hours in, Presbyterians still going to Gulf region

Kingdom come New partnerships, ministries help PC(USA)’s Russia mis-
sion flourish

‘Something out of nothing’ Clergy couple building new church in South
Carolina

[OGA] GA Middle East study team concludes its first meeting Gathering
underscores complexity of team’s task

[OGA] Inquiry of Evangelical Presbyterian Church is underway Task
force visits PC(USA) presbyteries where congregations have left

Guess who'’s coming to dinner lowa congregation reaches out with
mealtime community gatherings

Minister of reconciliation As area coordinator, Insik Kim sought to break
down barriers

PC(USA) agencies back Obama’s nuke-free proposals 50 years of GA
policy supports nuclear weapons ban, they say

CBS to televise interfaith special on poverty NCC partners with Catholic,
Jewish, Muslim groups on April 26 program

Amendment B nears defeat Presbyteries on verge of keeping ‘fidelity
and chastity’ ordination standard

Northern Michigan Presbyterians help plant 12,000 trees in honor of
Earth Day 2009 Interfaith group expresses care for God’s creation

WARC visit prompts heavy debate in formerly pro-apartheid South Afri-
can church

Setting the record straight Palestinian TV producer seeks to present
world a different view of Palestine

Going the distance Presbytery of Yukon partners with Taiwanese pres-
bytery to better serve each other’s indigenous groups

Memorial service set for Carl DudleyPastor, educator was innovative
leader in connecting church, community

‘A whole new way of doing mission’ Life-style changes at home benefit
mission partners elsewhere, pastor finds
College news

Robert B. Smith dies Served as pastor, mission advocate, Board of Pen-
sions staffer

Christian Peace Witness continues to press for end to Irag war Ecu-
menical group gathering in Washington April 29-30

Rest for the weary Alzheimer’s center provides community, respite for
afflicted and caregivers

Church leaders write in response to amendment voting ‘Church has
learned better how to talk about difficult issues...’

So who was John Calvin? PC(USA)’s Gill says understanding 16th cen-
tury context is essential

Buying local, going global PA church’s farmers market supports Presby-
terian Hunger Program

Parsons joins call for review of post-9/11 interrogations Letter to Presi-
dent Obama urges non-partisan Commission of Inquiry

Interfaith bridge building Amid the tumult of occupation, Palestinian
pastor works for reconciliation

Poll: Americans change religious affiliation early, often Many reasons
given, but patterns emerge, research shows

Finding a vision for the future by discovering the past Presbyterian
church first established in 1846 to be demolished to provide affordable
housing for seniors

Notes about people

Past scholarship winner remains grateful to PC(USA) Recipient puts
education to use with the All Africa Conference of Churches

Small is beautiful In sparsely Presbypopulated Maine, church reaches
out to Sudanese

Survival of the wisest Indigenous peoples share knowledge about com-
bating climate change

PNS review task force is set to meet Six-member group will examine
role, effectiveness, funding, editorial freedom of PC(USA)’s news agency

The human face of partnership PC(USA) pastor’s concern for Filipino
human rights is rooted in his mission connection

Presbyterian Hymnal committee holds second meeting Committee gets
new name, hears report on hymn survey

WARC essay contest to focus on Calvin’s take on environmental, finan-
cial stewardship Lombard Essay Competition helps mark Reformer’s
500" birthday

The pluck of the Irish Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s moderator-
designate looks to blogging as way to better communicate in tough
financial times

PC(USA) publications garner 18 Associated Church Press awards PNS
leads with six prizes, including ‘Best in Class’; HORIZONS takes five

Stepping out Florida Presbytery promotes simple actions that can make
big environmental difference



http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09273.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09274.htm
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http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09283.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09284.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09287.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09288.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09291.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09292.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09295.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09296.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09297.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09300.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09301.htm
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http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09306.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09309.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09310.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09312.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09313.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09314.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09315.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09316.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09317.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09321.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09324.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09325.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09328.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09385.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09384.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09381.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09380.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09379.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09376.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09375.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09374.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09371.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09370.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09366.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09363.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09361.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09357.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09356.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09353.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09352.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09349.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09348.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09347.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09344.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09343.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09342.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09338.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09337.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09334.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09333.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09330.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09329.htm
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Mark your
Calendars for
Congregational
Leadership
Workshop

Church lead-

ers are in-

= vited to at-

tend a Des
Moines Pres-
bytery spon-
sored confer-
ence on Sunday afternoon,
Oct. 18, 2009 and Monday,
Oct. 19.

Presentation speaker is the
Rev. Dr. Peter Steinke, a
Lutheran pastor from Aus-
tin, Texas. He has served
as a parish pastor for 15
years; a therapist for clergy
for 14 years; and as an
internationally known
church consultant for 10
years. He is the author of
the best selling books:

e How Your Church Family
Works

e Healthy Congregations

e Congregational Leader-
ship in anxious Times:
Being Calm and Coura-
geous No Matter What

Viewing churches as living,
breathing, organisms, Dr.
Steinke evaluates the
health of a congregation
using the family systems
theory.

The Des Moines Preshy-
tery’s Professional Care
and Development Com-
mittee is sponsoring the
event. Cost is to be deter-
mined.

THE WIDER CIRCLE

Synod of Lakes and Prairies Update

The following is from the
Committee on Local Ar-
rangements (COLA) for
the 219th General As-
sembly which will be
held July 3-10, 2010 in
Minneapolis.

The Committee on Local
Arrangements (COLA) for
General Assembly 2010
needs your help looking for
a few committee leaders:
Worship — opening wor-
ship service (Sunday, July
4) and daily worships during
Assembly.

Special events — modera-
tor’'s reception and 4th of
July event; young adult
advisory delegate event;
cultural and mission tours.

Hospitality — welcome
commissioners and visitors
at the airport, hotels and
convention center.

Volunteers — recruit, train,
assign and organize volun-
teers.

Communication & Media
— publicity and communica-
tion with congregations and
media; opening welcome
presentation,

If you know of anyone with
gifts of leadership in one
(or more) of these areas
please forward their name,
contact information and
anything you consider rele-
vant about their experience
or skills to a COLA member.
Secondly, we've begun our
search for an Executive Co-
ordinator who will work with

COLA and the Office of the
General Assembly to help
plan, coordinate and report
on COLA activities. The coor-
dinator is accountable to the
Office of the General Assem-
bly but works closely with the
local committee. This is a
term position of 11-12
months beginning in mid- to
late August. Applications are
due on or before May 15,
2009 by e-mail (preferred) to
PCUSACOLA2010@aol.com or
send to COLA 2010, c/o San-
dra Hawley, 7724 W. 85" St.
Cir., Bloomington MN 55438.
You may download the volun-

teer request letter and the

Executive Coordinator job

description to share with oth-
ers.

Thanks for your help!

~ 2010 COLA Committee:
Sandy Hawley,

Co-chair, Preshytery of the
Twin Cities Area,
ssshawley@aol.com
Manley Olson,

Co-chair, Presbytery of the
Twin Cities Area,
manleyolson@gmail.com
Donetta Wickstrom,
Presbytery of Northern Waters
representative,
dwickstrom@mchsi.com
Rallah or Robbie Madison,
Presbytery of Minnesota
Valley representatives,
rallah@hickorytech.net

SYNOD PRESBYTERIES
PARTICIPATE IN MISSION
CHALLENGE

Twelve of the 16 presbyteries
in the Synod of Lakes and
Prairies have already commit-
ted to participate in World
Mission Challenge this fall
when 40 Presbyterian Church

(U.S.A.) mission personnel
will travel into the presby-
teries to tell of God's work
around the world. Speakers
will be on the road from
Sept. 25 through Oct. 18.
Additional information about
World Mission Challenge is

available at www.pcusa.org/
missionchallenge/

MULTICULTURAL CHURCH
SUNDAY SLATED MAY 17

On Sunday, May 17, Preshy-
terians of all ethnicities and
cultures will gather to cele-
brate Multicultural Church
Sunday. On this this day,
congregations are encour-
aged to celebrate a diverse
membership by worshiping
with music, languages, arts
and theological expressions
from varying cultures. More
information about multicul-
tural churches can be found

online at www.pcusa.org/
multicultural/index.htm. A

story about a Twin Cities
Area Presbytery multicul-
tural church, Church of All
Nations in Columbia
Heights, Minn., can be

found at www.pcusa.org/
multicultural/allnations.htm.

SYNOD SCHOOL REGISTRA-
TION FORMS ON WEB SITE
Synod School 2009 registra-

tion materials are online at:
www.lakesandprairies.org/
school.html. Synod School
2009 runs Sunday through

Friday, July 26-31, at Buena
Vista University in Storm
Lake, lowa. This year’s
theme is “Building a Culture
of Peace.”


http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102556375844&s=996&e=0018kAf_N3Q74W0hbYUfJaH-6lmZN_Md6qs4SM_TGFR7aeeY8utu1wM0NXMynKrpHRZdQ1GNlPGNiTpJkuQMIF4_D3ZzvkKAfdZhqQ4Z8b1IDzpFb1Lo16CZNvrdAd_CZ0cFabU3tBlnt4=
www.pcusa.org/missionchallenge/
http://www.presbyterytwincities.org/emergetheblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/cola_letter_for_volunteers_4-2009.pdf
http://www.presbyterytwincities.org/emergetheblog/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/executivedirectorpositiondescription-revised2009.pdf
www.pcusa.org/multicultural/index.htm
www.pcusa.org/multicultural/allnations.htm
www.lakesandprairies.org/school.html
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Presbytery Happenings

FIESTA FUNDRAISING
A SUCCESS
Comparfieros would like to

thank all those who partici-
pated in and supported this
year’s fundraising dinner.

On Friday, April 24, Com-
paferos held the Annual
Fundraising Dinner — this
year’'s theme “Fiesta Fund-
raiser.” This year’s dinner
had a different format than
years past, with the dinner
being held on a Friday eve-
ning and encompassed a
social hour with live music,
a sit down dinner, a silent
auction, a DJ and dance,
and live web cam with
Kathy Mahler and the Pas-
toral Team in Berlin, El Sal-

vador.

The event was a success on
many different levels. More
than 175 people purchased

tickets for this year’'s event.
This is more than double
previous years’ attendance.
The silent auction and live
web cam was a special ad-
dition. Compafieros raised
more than $3,500 after ex-
penses — this too being an
increase from previous
years.

The annual dinner is one of
the largest fundraisers that
Compafieros holds through-
out the year. The success of
this event goes toward
helping us keep a mission
co-worker on the ground in
El Salvador. The support
was overwhelming. We
have received much positive
feedback from the event —
“the atmosphere was won-
derful and the pork chops
were delicious,” “I loved
being able to visit with
Kathy and the Pastoral
Team,” and “it was wonder-
ful to meet so many people
who came together for the
same reason.”

Prayers and Concerns

Join us in prayer for the fol-
lowing:

Social Ministries Task
Force Moderator Nancy
Lister Settle a member of
the First Presbyterian
Church in Dallas Center is
announcing her son’s upcom-
ing wedding. Morgan John-
son is getting married on
June 13 to Penny Worthing-
ton. Congratulations!

The Rev. Goanar and Ba-
tul Chol’s son, Lam, is
graduating from Hoover High
School May 22. Another Pres-
bytery staff member, Kim
and Matt Coulter have a
daughter, KayLynn, who is
graduating from Valley High
School May 31. Both students
will be attending the Univer-
sity of Northern lowa in the
fall.

Many thanks go out to the
multitude of people who
helped with this year’s dinner.
To mention a few, St. Boniface
Catholic Church for being the
host, Barb Arkwright and her
wonderful group of kitchen
workers, the Knights of Co-
lumbus for serving, Culver’s

for providing w-"

the ice cream
at a discount,
Fareway in
Waukee for
providing
some ingredi-
ents at cost,
The Burger
Family in
Waukee for
donating all
of the pork
chops, and
Jerel Merical
and Lou
Fusco for
providing the
live musical
entertain-
ment.

The Rev. Tiare Mathison
of the First Presbyterian
Church in Newton is taking
a sabbatical leave May
through July.

The Rev. Lynn Williams of
First Presbyterian Church
in Grimes is home after
having surgery. He covets
your prayers while undergo-
ing chemotheraphy for pros-
tate cancer.

THE WIDER CIRCLE
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Sincere thanks to all. If you
have questions or comments,
please feel free to contact
Comparfieros Moderator
Joe Pirtle at 515-250-5857
or jpirtlel3@hotmail.com.

We look forward to next

year’s dinner!

The First Presbyterian

Church in Dallas Center
Pastor David Ewing’s fa-
ther passed away on May 12.
Funeral services are pending
and will be in Wisconsin.

Lorena Blount, wife of the
Rev. Ross Blount of United
Presbyterian Church in
Allerton had a pacemaker
implanted the end of April
and is home recovering.
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Fact Sheet: Swine Flu and Pandemic Flu

From a special edition of
www.SafeChurch.com’s
weekly Safety Watch.
WHAT IS SWINE FLU?
According to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), swine
influenza (swine flu) is a res-
piratory disease of pigs
caused by type A influenza
viruses. While people do not
normally get swine flu, hu-
man infections with a particu-
lar strain of swine influenza A
(H1N1) have been confirmed
in several U.S. states, Mexico
and a few other countries.
The CDC has determined that
this HIN1 virus is contagious
and is spreading from human
to human. However, at this
time, it not known how easily

the virus spreads between peo-
ple.

WHAT IS THE CONCERN?
This HIN1 strain of influenza

could lead to a pandemic, or
global outbreak, of the disease.
According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services, pandemic fluis a viru-
lent human flu that causes a
global outbreak of serious ill-
ness. Because there is little
natural immunity, the disease
can spread easily from person
to person. Currently, there is
no pandemic flu.

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS?
The HIN1 flu in humans usually
begins much like seasonal flu,
with symptoms, such as fever,
cough, sore throat, body aches,

headaches, chills, fatigue and,
in some cases, diarrhea and
vomiting. It can only be con-
firmed by laboratory testing.
WHAT IS THE TREATMENT?
Currently, the primary treatment
option is antiviral flu medica-
tions available by prescription
only and usually work best if
taken within two days of onset
of viral symptoms.

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT
SWINE FLU?
The CDC recommends the same

precautions against the HIN1 flu
as against seasonal flu. For
more info, contact the GuideOne
Center for Risk Management at
877-448-4331, ext. 5118 for
church and schools, or ext. 5175
for Senior Living Communities.

WE’'RE ON THE WEB!

www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org
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