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Equipping pastors and congregations
with the tools to carry on God's awesome love.

Traveling Banner Awards Social Justice Ministries

A few years ago, the Pres-
bytery of Des Moines’ So-
cial Ministries for Peace
and Justice Task Force
began searching among its
churches for those deserving
recognition of their ministry
in the social justice arena.
One goal was to spread the
word about the church’s
work in south-central lowa,
reported task force modera-
tor Elder Nancy Lister-Settle.

“Our churches have a story
to tell and what better way
than to have a traveling ban-
ner. It not only gets church
members talking about the
Presbytery as a whole, but
spreads the word about their
mission work,” says Nancy,
who is also the Presbytery’s
hunger action enabler.

During 2006, congregations
involved in intentional diver-

Phil's Corner

We're now
into the third
/ month of the
year, a

| month in
which spring
is supposed to come and we
celebrate Easter — within two

sity ministries were recog-
nized, including:

e First Presbyterian
Church, Newton

o Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church, Des Moines

e Trinity United Presbyte-

rian Church, Indianola

In 2007, churches involved in
hunger action were recog-
nized:

e First Presbyte-
rian Church,
Guthrie Center

¢ Ankeny Presby-
terian Church

e CROSS Ministries
and the Cottage
Grove Avenue
Presbyterian
Church, Des
Moines

o Clifton Heights

Presbyterian
Church,

For 2008, churches involved in
peacemaking will receive the
Just Neighbors Award. If you
would like to nominate your
church, contact Nancy Lister-
Settle at 515-992-4127 or
neitherthecat@aol.com.

It may be a humble beginning,

but the good news is spread-
ing amongst our Presbytery’s
Just Neighbors!

Mary Lou Aspengren, clerk of session, and the
Rev. Ken Stuber of First Presbyterian Church
in Des Moines were presented the award by the
task force at the January 19 Presbytery meeting.

Des Moines

days of each other. | say
“supposed to come” with
spring because, like many
of you, | wonder if winter is
ever going to release its
grasp on us. We had a
warm weekend with lots of
promise, then on Monday —

more snow and cold. Oh,
well, as | say to lots of folks,
it's lowal!

Looking at what I just wrote,
I was struck by how this
same situation relates to our

lives and our faith. We know
(Continued on page 2)
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Events Calendar

2008

March 14 — Women Helping
Women Luncheon, Friday
from 11:30 a.m. — 1 p.m. at
Sheraton West Des Moines
(new location) 1800 50" St.,
West Des Moines. Speaker
Lesley Jane Seymour, editor-
in-chief of More Magazine,
will talk of “Reinventing
Yourself”. Tickets: $35
(includes lunch). Sponsored
by The Des Moines Pastoral
Counseling Center,
www.dmpcc.org or 515-274-
4006.

March 15 — Palm Sunday

March 20 — Maundy Thurs-
day

March 21 — Good Friday,
Presbytery Office closed

March 23 — Easter Sunday
and One Great Hour of
Sharing

March 24-28 — ‘Peace
Week’ In lowa, on behalf of
the University of lowa Anti-
War Committee. Local Peace
and Social Justice groups are
invited to take part by hold-
ing events that week to
reach as many lowans as
possible with a message of
peace and hope even as the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
grind on. Campus and com-
munity groups across the
state will be exploring differ-
ent aspects of the wars with
events including: a potluck
dinner and movie in coopera-
tion with the U.l. Amnesty
International chapter, a rally
and march, a band benefit,
an art show, and speakers.

For questions and comments,
contact: Tim Gauger,
timothy-gauger@uiowa.edu,

or U.l. Anti-War Committee,
uiantiwar@riseup.net.

March 27 — The Presby-
tery’s Communications
Lunch and Learn Series
continues at the Presbytery
Office, 2400 86™ st., Ste. 20,
Urbandale. The March topic
will be Newsletters and E-mail
Announcements (bring sam-
ples and a brown bag lunch).
See the schedule in the Feb-
ruary issue of 7he Wider Cir-
cle, or go to our Presbytery’s
new blog at: http://
presbyteryofdesmoines
.blogspot.com/.

March 27 — The revived Des
Moines Ministerial Association
is meeting for lunch at 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Central
Presbyterian Church, 3829
Grand Ave. in Des Moines.

Faith Ferré, Minister of Disci-
pleship of Plymouth Congre-
gational United Church of
Christ and past president of
the Des Moines Area Reli-
gious Council, will talk on
“Making Room for Sabbath”.
If you have questions or sug-
gestions, call DMARC at 515-
277-6969 or e-mail
info@dmreligious.org.

March 27 — Khadamat Su-
daniya, 4:30 p.m., Cottage
Grove Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church, Des Moines

March 29-April 5 — Newton
Medical Delegation to El Sal-
vador

March 30-April 4 — Solo
Pastor to Multi-Staff Confer-
ence at Montreat Conference
Center. Rest, learn, explore,
find exactly what you've been
looking for this spring. Focus
on the move from a pastor-
centered church to a program
church. For details and online
registration, call 800-572-
2257 or visit
www.montreat.org.

March 31-April 3 — The new
“Associate Pastors Confer-
ence,” offering theological
reflection, spiritual renewal,
and practical revitalization for
associate pastors. For details
and online registration, call
800-572-2257 or visit
www.montreat.org.

March 31-April 4 —
Mediation Skills Training Insti-
tute for Church Leaders will
be presented at Collegiate
Presbyterian Church,
Ames, la. The institute is
designed to equip church
leaders with skills to deal ef-
fectively with interpersonal,
congregational, and other
forms of group conflict. It
also includes a component on
congregational intervention
and consultation, placed
within the context of family
systems theory. To register,
call Lombard Mennonite
Peace Center at 630-627-
0507 or go online to:
www.LMPeaceCenter.org.

April 2 — Senior College of
Greater Des Moines offers
Music in Healing, starting
April 2 for four Wednesdays
from 1-3 p.m. at Scottish Rite
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Park, 2909 Woodland. Ex-
plore the connection be-
tween music and physical,
emotional and spiritual
healing. Cost is $40-$80.
For details, go to:
www.myseniorcollege.com
or 515-244-0631.

April 6-11 — The annual
Nebraska Five Day Academy
for Spiritual Formation, an
ecumenical event for both
clergy and laypersons — for
anyone who wants to
deepen their spiritual jour-
ney. Presenters are Don
Salliers and Stephanie Ford.
For a personal witness to
the value of this event, con-
tact Rev Steve Plank, pastor
of Central Presbyterian
Church in Omaha or go
online to:
www.nebraskafiveday.com.

April 9 — Presbytery’s
Retired Pastors’ Lunch-
eon, Noon at Calvin Com-
munity, Calvin West dining
room. Program by Doug
Kelly, PCUSA’s Board of
Pensions.

April 11-12 — Healthy
Congregations Seminar,
hosted by the First Pres-
byterian Church in Cres-
ton for more info contact
crestonfpc@iowatelecom
.net or 641-782-5938.

April 12 — Presbytery’s
Spring Gathering for PW
at First United Presbyte-
rian Church in Winterset.
Catch the Wind is from 9:30
— 2:30 p.m. Celebrating the
20" Anniversary of PW.
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PCUSA Update continued from page 4

The complete story is at:

Www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2008/08157.htm
PRELIMINARY LIST OF IS-
SUES FACING 218TH GA OUT-
LINED

LOUISVILLE — The key issues

coming before the 218"

General Assembly of the
PCUSA were outlined Feb. 13
during a joint meeting of the
General Assembly Council
(GAC) Executive Committee
and the Committee on the
Office of the General Assem-
bly (COGA).

“There are a number of criti-
cal items,” the Rev. Clifton
Kirkpatrick, stated clerk of
the General Assembly, told
the joint group assembled.
Both bodies also are con-
ducting business separately
this week.

Topping a “Preliminary Top
10 List” are a new form of
government and steps to-
ward partnership in world
mission.

The Form of Government
Task Force (FOGTF), created
by the 217" GA (2006), will
bring its recommendations
for a revised polity to the
upcoming assembly meeting
June 21-28 in San Jose, CA.

The group is recommending
that the Book of Order be
amended by substituting a
new section entitled
“Foundations of Presbyterian
Polity” for Chapters I-1V of
the current Form of Govern-
ment. Also recommended is
that Chapters 1-6 of a new
Form of Government be sub-
stituted for Chapters V-XVIII

of the current Form of Gov-
ernment.

Partnership in world mission
also is expected to be a pri-
mary issue addressed by the
GA, which will hear the re-
sults of a consultation on the
issue called for by the previ-
ous assembly.

The other key issues on the
“Top 10 List” of issues facing
the GA are:

e Ecumenical stance and
covenants

e Peace, unity and purity
e The Belhar Confession
e Middle East concerns

e Elections for GA moderator
and stated clerk

e Ordination exams

e Domestic social justice con-
cerns

e A church for future genera-
tions

The complete story is at:
WWW.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2008/08118.htm

PASTORS’ PRIMER
LOUISVILLE — A version of

the primer for all things Pres-
byterian has been released
for pastors.

The Presbyterian Handbook
for Pastors, published by
Presbyterian Publishing Cor-
poration’s imprint Geneva
Press, was released in Janu-
ary of this year. The book
comes on the heels of its
predecessor, The Presbyte-
rian Handbook, which focuses
on Presbyterian culture and
theology and has sold ap-
proximately 250,000 copies

(continued on page 6)
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News Index for Feb. 11—-29

e Presbyterian Church part of interfaith coalition against domes-

tic violence www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08102.htm
e Seminary news www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08104.htm

e Russia’s killing field www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08105.htm

e Moscow’s good Samaritans
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08106.htm

e PCUSA-supported soup kitchen serves up food, community to
Moscow’s elderly poor www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2008/08107.htm

e For nearly 100 years the Presbyterian Pan American School
has focused on preparing racial-ethnic students for success
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08110.htm

e Modernizing Presbyterian Pan American School for next 100
years www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08111.htm

e Two Presbyterians killed in Missouri shooting rampage
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08115.htm

e PCUSA helps Russian seminary celebrate 10 years
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08116.htm

e Fort Worth elder elected chair of GA Council
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08119.htm

e Unrestricted mission revenues exceeded budget in 2007
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08120.htm

e GAC approves mission work plan
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08124.htm

e GAC creates new ‘Compassion, Peace and Justice’ ministry
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08125.htm

e GAC committee acts on business surrounding three PCUSA
racial-ethnic schools and colleges
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08126.htm

e Council adopts “collaborative model” for mission
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08129.htm

e GAC calls for cost estimate for maintaining “appropriate” number
of mission workers www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08130.htm

o When African-American history is just known as history
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08133.htm

e Faith, the simple life and coffee
WWW.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08134.htm

e PCUSA-related school helps fill Russian educational void
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08135.htm

o Stated clerk reflects on 2 Cor. 5:19 in context of Kenya Mis-
sion www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08138.htm

e Korea context to be theme of 2009 week of prayer
Www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08139.htm

e Stony Point outlines balanced budget for 2008, readies for
transitional director www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08140.htm

e SDOP Sunday: Celebrating self-help
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08143.htm

e New Jersey church educator acclaimed for her strong advo-
cacy www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08144.htm
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The Role of Communications Technology in the Modern Mission Trip

The youth mission trip is
often the first place people
experience the startling
realization that, although
they came to give, they
have instead received.

That moment of epiphany is
one reason the mission trip
has become such a staple
of youth ministry: Thou-
sands of students go on
mission trips each year,
domestically and interna-
tionally. Many swing ham-
mers, helping to build
churches, schools and
homes. Many raise funds for
refugee work or disaster
relief. Some stage concerts
or bicycle their way across
the countryside.

Whatever the form of the
trip, there are many pay-
offs. The students experi-
ence another part of the
country or perhaps a differ-
ent culture. They gain ex-
perience and perspective.
Their budding faith may
flower and bear fruit when
cultivated in such fertile
surroundings. Friendships
form and solidify, helping to
build a foundation for life.

And then there’s that mo-
ment of grace when, if
they’re very lucky, they
learn that the “less fortu-
nate” they came to assist
don'’t really need help from
anyone in a ‘superior’ posi-
tion; but will graciously ac-
cept it from one who mod-
els the rabbi kneeling at the
feet of his students.

In that posture of humility
there is a rare opportunity for
deep connection and grace...
which brings us to the role of
communications technology in
the modern mission trip.

Now, it's obvious that youth
have more and broader com-
munications opportunities
than any previous generation.
Twenty or thirty years ago,
you were able to produce a
video only after you'd trained
for years and found somebody
who’d trust you with tens of
thousands of dollars worth of
equipment. Today you can
produce video simply with a
cell phone.

This media culture accompa-
nies the group on its mission,
and it has many advantages.
For example, leaders can use
online groups to help organize
the trip. Photographs and vid-
eos of the mission are avail-
able instantly and can be used
to give almost a feeling of live
participation to parents and
other viewers back home.
Even wireless networks can
accompany a youth group to a
construction site (in truth,
they’re a lot easier to set up
than the plumbing!), allowing
continuous and instantaneous
communication through the
web.

All good... but with one rather
large caution.

Within our FaithStreams Net-
work here at Lightworks New
Media, our business is funda-
mentally about making con-

nections. We're not trying to

turn everybody into a Holly-
wood producer. We're trying
to enable ministry, multiply
connections among people,
and use communication tools
to build deep relationships.

So, in addition to all the un-
doubtedly good things men-
tioned above, next time you
find yourself planning a mis-
sion trip, consider whether
you can include any of these
extra advantages:

e What communication tools
are available to the people
you're visiting? Could your
mission help increase those
tools?

e How will you ensure your
hosts are willing partici-
pants in all your communi-
cation efforts? For example,
might you agree among
yourselves that you will
take pictures only with the
subject’s consent? And you

will not make those pictures

public — by posting them on
a web site — without per-

mission of the person you're

photographing? What other
standards might you con-
sider?

e No doubt you will form last-
ing friendships with mem-

bers of your mission group

and want to stay in touch
with them afterward.
That's good. Are there
ways your group might
form lasting relationships
with your hosts?

To put it bluntly, our com-
munication environment is so
tightly interwoven with our
entertainment industry that
it can tend to trivialize even
the most profound events,
unless we're careful. So... is
the mission trip like a movie,
an experience you consume,
and then move on to the
next? Or is it more like an
authentic relationship, an
encounter in which you par-
ticipate fully, and remain
forever engaged?

We're human, so it will likely
always be some of both. The
question for youth leaders is
how to deliberately tilt your
communication efforts to-
ward the sacred, rather than
the instrumental.

— Bridget Starr, of Lightworks
New Media, Senior Client
Relationship Manager for
FaithStreams Network Ser-
vices, offering congregations
solutions for web-based
youth communities at
www.YouthRoots.com. Faith-
Streams Network is part of

Faith & Values Media.
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Justice

“If you are neutral in
Situations of injustice,
you have chosen the

side of the oppressor.”

— Desmond Tutu

MARCH 2008
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Synod of Lakes and Prairies Update

SYNOD SCHOOL BROCHURES
ARE POSTED ONLINE
The 2008 Synod School

catalog has been posted to
the synod’s Web site along
with registration forms.

Take the time to check out
the catalog and registration

forms at
www.lakesandprairies.org.

NORTHERN PLAINS
MOVES OFFICE

The offices of the Presbytery
of Northern Plains, currently
in Fargo, N.D., relocated to
First Presbyterian Church,

Schoo]
%‘%“QA 4?00‘:9

Synod School, an annual midsummer ministry of the Synod of Lakes
and Prairies of the Presbyterian Church (L.5.A.), is for laity, clergy,
families, and singles. It’s fun and mind-stretching courses, worship and
singing you'll long remember, and times for both fellowship and private
reflection. Discover Synod School and you'll know why so many people
keep retuming.

Choose among 60+ courses. Examples include Bible studies: Between
the Old and New Testament, The Bible Story Scandals, and Bible Study for
Dummies; body and mind renewal classes: Stained Glass, Belly Dance,
Circle Songs, and A Year in Your Garden; classes for living faithfully in the
world: Blessings and Curses: Our Cultural Differences, Faith, Money and
Relationships and Introduction to Islam; classes for leader development:
Dynamics of the Pastoral Role and The Ecology of Leadership.

Dhaily convocation speaker Scott Nesbitt is Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church in Clinton, 1A, and a popular Bible study and theology teacher
at Synod School. During convocation, Scott will challenge us to become
like little children who can paint a picture with bold colors and call it
beautiful even though almost every boundary has been completely
disregarded.

July 27-August 1, 2008
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, lowa
Discover Synod School!

Go to www.lakesandprairies.org/school.html
or phone 1-800-328-1880, ext. 207

Coloring
Qutside the Lines

5555 S. Washing-
ton, Ste. A, Grand
Forks, ND 58201.
The new office will
house Laurie El-
hard, communica-
tions coordinator.
Other staff mem-
bers — the Rev.
Chuck Traylor, ex-
ecutive presbyter;
Michael Lochow,
stated clerk, and
Bill Weispfenning,

treasurer — will
operate from
“virtual” offices —

wherever their telephone
and computer happen to
be. The office will use a
phone system that enables
calls to the presbytery to
connect to any staff mem-
ber. The new numbers are:
701-772-0783, FAX: 701-
775-7599, Toll Free: 800-
243-3432. In addition, the
staff has switched to a dif-
ferent Internet service and
will no longer be receiving
e-mails through far-
gocity.com. The new e-mail
addresses are:

Rev. Chuck Traylor,
exec.presbyter@gmail.com;

Michael Lochow,
sc.pbynp@amail.com;

Bill Weispfenning,
pnptreasurer@gmail.com;
Laurie Elhard,

pnpoffice@gmail.com.

EL SALVADORAN MIMISTRIES

FUNDRAISER DINNER

FEATURIMG AMERICAMN FOOD
AMD PUPLSS AFPETIZERS

SATURDAY, MARCH 15 2008

G:00 PV

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1R GCYPERSCMN or 25 FAMILY
ticketson salein the
WESTRAIMSTER CHURCH CFFICE
AMND theworld of hopsglTt shop
SPOMSORED BY
COMPANEROS
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Prayers and Concerns

Please keep in your prayers
the following:

Covenant Presbyterian
Church in West Des
Moines’ Rev. Jan Scott
and husband Mike on the
death of Mike's mother,
Imogene Scott.

Dawn Vandenheuvel, wife
of the Rev. Scott Vanden-
heuvel of Creston First
Presbyterian Church had
back surgery last week at
Northwestern Hospital in
Minnesota. She is now home
and recovering.

Gibson First and White
Oak United Presbyterian
churches pastor CLP Mike
Conn’s mother-in-law,
Odessa Summers, passed
away suddenly Feb. 17. In-
terment was in her home
state of Texas. Condolences
to Mike and his wife Toni on
the death of her mother.

Presbytery volunteer for
Older Adult Ministries and
Oskaloosa First Presbyte-
rian Church member Dar-
lene Shepherd’s son-in-
law, Brian Hartz was diag-
nosed in June 2007 with an
aggressive multiple mye-
loma. Darlene’s daughter,
Beth and their family lives in
central Wisconsin and they
have two children, a sopho-
more and a senior. Brian has
been able to work but it is
getting more difficult with
the chemo and illness.

Lift up DeKalb, Illinois in the

Presbytery’s prayers after the
shooting on the campus of

Northern lllinois University
Feb. 14. DeKalb is the home
town of Sara Hopkins, new
commissioned lay pastor
and pastor associate at
First Presbyterian Church
in Newton. Her home
church is Westminster Pres-
byterian Church which sits
right in the NIU campus area.
Westminster has a very ac-
tive campus ministry program
run by the Rev. Karen
Herbst-Kim. The head pastor
is Rev. Blake Richter. Please
keep all these folks in our
prayers as well at the com-
munity of NIU and DeKalb,
the victims, the families of
the victims and the family of
the troubled shooter.

James Kreitzinger, elder
and member of Douglas
Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Des Moines
passed away on Feb. 14 after
a tumor on his liver burst and
bled internally. A memorial
service was held Feb. 18 at
the church, with the Rev.
Jan Scott leading the ser-
vice. Jim was an active Pres-
bytery volunteer and most
recently served on the Con-
gregational Care and Devel-
opment Committee. Condo-
lences can be sent to his
wife, Beverly and their family
at 3807 Lindavista Way, Des
Moines, 1A 50310, 515-278-
1842.

The Rev. Bill Ekhardt’s
daughter, Indigo was re-
cently in the hospital. She’s
now home and doing well.
Bill is parish associate at

Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Des Moines.

Denny Mullin, long-time
parish associate at Fort Des
Moines Presbyterian
Church in Des Moines,
from 1994-2005, and a social
activist in the Des Moines
area, passed away Feb. 1.
Funeral services were held
Feb. 9. Denny had been ill
since October 2007. Please
keep Felicia and their family
in your prayers.

Rev. John Reynold’s, Jr.,
pastor at Brooklyn and
Malcom First Presbyte-
rian churches, father
passed away. John W. Rey-
nolds, Sr., died Feb. 3. Fu-
neral services were held Feb.
6 at First Presbyterian
Church in Morrison, IL. This
message came from Rev.
Reynolds Feb. 4:

Greetings in the Name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, My father
went home to be with the
Lord last night. We are so
grateful for God’s mercy and
your prayers, but more than
that, we are grateful for
God'’s promise of eternal life
in Christ Jesus. Bless you all,

— Pastor John Reynolds.

The Rev. Jim and Joyce
Howland family in Winter-
set need prayers at the pass-
ing of Joyce’s father, Art
Robey, who died from cancer
complications Feb. 4. A me-
morial service was held Feb.
11 at the United Presbyte-
rian Church in Winterset.
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Looking for a
summer mission
trip for your
youth group?

Consider a trip to Mobile, Ala.,
for a weeklong Urban Mission
Camp, sponsored by Govern-
ment Street Presbyterian
Church in Mobile. Up to 36
campers (rising ninth graders
through college) and advisors
will stay in a newly renovated
lodge on Mobile Bay, heading
into downtown Mobile each
morning for an immersion in
urban ministry and returning
each afternoon for food, fellow-
ship, Bible study, and reflection.
For more information, click on
“Urban Mission Camps” at

www.gspcmobile.org, or contact

Emily Martin at 251-434-9328 or

emily@gspcmobile.org.

Several of us
are participating in the
“One A Week” practice.
Won't you join us?
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Older Adult Ministry Update

OAM CONFERENCE
APRIL 22-25

There is still time to register
for the Presbyterian’s Older
Adult Ministry Conference in
St. Louis, Mo., www.pcusa
.org/olderadults/poamn.htm.

For scholarship assistance,
contact Betty Dyer at the
Presbytery office. There also
are scholarships given by
POAMN, for first-time confer-
ence attendees. For more
information, and a copy of
the brochure, contact Oska-
loosa First Presbyterian
Church member Darlene
Shepherd, 641-673-5793 or
dshep@mahaska.org. There

are 12 workshops to choose
from: Ministering to Mature
Men; A Tool for Recharging

Your Ministry; Chaplains
Rounddtable; and Spiritual-
ity: The Anchor of Hope for
those Who Grow Older.

OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES
DAY / WEEK
The first week of May is the

‘official’ time to recognize
older generations of your
members. This is not an in-
flexible date — however, it is
not too soon to lay the
groundwork for the obser-
vance.

In the Presbyterian Planning
Calendar on April: In prepa-
ration for Older Adult Week,
order volumes from the Pres-
byterian Publishing Corpora-
tion’s Older Adult Issue se-
ries. There are some sug-

gested books, and many
others that can be ordered.
For more information, call
800-672-1789 or shop at
www.cokesbury.com. (Also,

check the website at:
www.PC(USA).org for further
information.)

Older Adult Ministry Week is
dedicated to older adults

because they are the back-
bone of our church, our na-
tion and the world. The pur-
pose of Older Adult Week is
to help congregations recog-
nize aging as a natural part
of living, involving life from
birth to death and to affirm
the worth of persons in all
states of development and at
all functional levels.

Attend Seminar for Clergy and Lay Leaders

How much of your pastors’ time is taken up
by having to address destructive conflict in
their church? If you're like most, the answer

is “too much!”

ing Institute for Church Leaders on March 31-April 4, 2008, in Ames.

This training event has consistently been rated by judicatory leaders and
pastors of multiple denominations as “the best continuing education event
I've ever attended.” One Lutheran Bishop wrote in his evaluation form, af-
ter attending the institute: “The best and most thorough model for media-
tion with individuals and congregations that | have experienced in more
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POAMN'’s (Presbyterian Older
Adult Ministries Network)
purpose is to equip and as-
sist the PCUSA in developing
older adult ministries
throughout the church.

e To provide leader training
through conferences and
material resources.

e To provide opportunities
for mutual support and
networking among its
members.

e To maintain communica-
tion between its members
and the connectional
church through the mission
and program of the Gen-
eral Assembly Council.

-

than three decades of ordained ministry.”

Perhaps there are some pastors you know who are currently in the midst of
a challenging, conflict situation who you can particularly encourage to at-
tend. Pastors who have attended in the past, while facing such a situation
— or having done so in the recent past — have often commented that they
find the training “not only enlightening, but also healing.” Visit our website
www.LMPeaceCenter.org for further details about training events and me-

diation services. Or contact Sam Smith, LMPC Assistant for Communica-
tions, Lombard Mennonite Peace Center, 101 W. 22nd St., Ste. 206,

Lombard, IL 60148, PH: 630 627-0507, FAX: 630-627-0519.

nse

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center is offering our Mediation Skills Train-

o

Mediation Skills
Training Institute
for Church Leaders

Collegiate Presbyterian Church
Ames, lowa
March 31 - April 4, 2008

Conflict in the Bible

Interpersonal Peacemaking Skills
Mediating Conflict Between Indiviauals
Dynamics of Congregational Conflict
Mediating Congregational Disputes

Sponsored by:

Lombard Mennonite Peace Center
101 W 22nd Street, Suite 206
Lombard, IL 60148
(630) 627-0507
Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org
www.LMPeaceCenter.org
|
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Attend Peace &
Justice Week at
Ghost Ranch

The Rev. Kirsten Klepher,
John and Susan Mclntyre,
First Presbyterain Church
in Grinnell will attend this
week-long event on Paths
toward Peace and Justice:
Spirituality, Earth-care and
the Prophetic Word in a time
of Violence, July 28—August
3 at Ghost Ranch, a Presby-
terian Conference Center in
northern New Mexico. Semi-
nars are offered for adults in
the morning with program-
ming for kids at the same
time. Topics include:

e A Week for Peace - Over-

view with Ufford-Chase
family

e Creating A Culture of
Peace: Nonviolence Train-
ing

e Faith, Workers and Eco-
nomic Justice, $250

e Preaching the Prophetic

Word in a Time of Fear,
$250

e Prophetic Ministry in an
Eco-Justice Frame, $250

e Restorative Justice: Build-

ing Peace through Rela-
tionships, $250

e Singing Songs of Peace in
a Turbulent World, $250

e The Covenant Community,
$250

Afternoons are free for ex-
ploring the area and there is
worship every night. This
year there is a special track
for high school students. For

details, go to: www.pcusa.
org/peacemaking/#travel
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February 21 Canton Meeting at La Casa

Posted Feb. 22 on
Kathy Mahler’s Blog,
www.heartlandpresbyterian
.org/KathysBlog/

Today was the meeting for all

the Cantones of Berlin. This is
done 4 times in the year. The
idea is that representatives —
usually the Directiva (Town
Council basically) from every
Canton or Casarillo comes to
La Casa Pastoral for an all
morning meeting. They begin
arriving by 8:30 and are of-
fered a cup of hot coffee and
some pan dulce. Everyone
hangs out and chats while
more and more people strag-
gle in. Today, over 50 people
came for the meeting.

It started a little after 9 a.m.
with greetings and then Jesus
lead a Celebration of the
Word. Then the guest
speaker arrived — a police
officer. 1 wasn’t in the meet-
ing at this point, but his por-
tion of time was basically how
to keep the community safe —
especially at night.

Then Milagro went through
the list of Cantones regarding
what is happening with their
projects or solicitudes or sis-
ter church. This is also the
time for people to get pro-
gress updates or to address
additional community needs.

The meeting had run on well
after the 12 o’clock hour.
They were all supposed to be
eating by now! Miguel was
wrapping up the meeting and
people were starting to stand
up and then he said | had a

few words to say... Everyone
quickly plopped down in their
seats and got really quiet. |
told them I would be really
brief because it was so late.
Here is what | said:

“No hay muchas veces que
tengo tantos a amigos en mi
vida. Necesito aprovecharse
este momento para decir
unas palabras.

“Yo no tengo mucho que
decir. Yo solo quiero decir
gracias.

“Gracias para su compromiso.
Gracias por su tiempo, gra-
clas por compartir conmigo
sus luchas y sus esperanzas.
Gracias por su amistad y
muchas gracias por su pa-
ciencia por mi falta de
espariol hace la conversacion
dificil.

“Tendré que volver a lowa el
mes proximo. Hara un dia
triste para mi. No podré ver-
les aqui en la casa, en el
mercado y en sus comuni-
dades. Perderé sus sonrisas y
los abrazos y la amistad.

Es aqui donde yo siento que
he hecho el trabajo mds im-
portante. Y cuando regreso a
casa, yo continuaré trabajar
para todos ustedes. Encon-
traré la manera de comunicar
a la gente en lowa todas las
cosas que he aprendido.

“Y continuaré tratando de
motivar a la gente en los
Estados para trabajar en la
lucha de su vida y para con-
tinuar sosteniendo el trabajo
en curso asi como el trabajo
del futuro.

“Todos ustedes estaran en
mis pensamientos y mis ora-
ciones y en el corazon para
siempre.

“Asi que yo no estaré decir
Adios ni Hasta luego ... pero
diré ‘hasta pronto'. Por que,
con la gracia de Dios, yo
regresaré. Y eso penso me
trae alegria y fuerza.”

Translation...

“It is not often that | have so
many friends in one room so
I need to take advantage of
this to say a few words.

“l don’t have much to say. |
only want to say thank you.

“Thank you for your commit-
ment. Thank you for your
time. Thank you for sharing
with me your struggles and
your hopes. Thank you for
your friendship and many
thanks for your patience
when my lack of Spanish
makes our conversation diffi-
cult.

“l will have to go back to
lowa next month. It will be a
sad day for me. | will miss
seeing you here at the
house, in the market and in
your communities. | will miss
your smiles and hugs and
friendship.

“It’s here that | feel | have
done the most important
work. And when I go back
home, I will continue to work
for all of you. I will find ways
to communicate to the peo-
ple in lowa all the things |
have learned. And | will con-

(Continued on page 13)












PAGE 16 MARCH 2008

Presbytery of Des Moines

Phone: 515-276-4991

Fax: 515-276-7596

E-mail: pbycommunication@qwest.net
Editor: Kim Coulter

General Preshyter:

Rev. Philip W. Barrett

Office Manager: Betty Dyer
Coordinator of Sudanese Ministries:
Rev. Goanar J. Chol

Hunger Action Enabler:

Nancy Lister-Settle

Interim Mission Co-Worker

to El Salvador: Kathy Mahler
Mission Co-Worker to Egypt:

Denise England

The Wider Circle /s published
monthly by the Presbytery of Des
Moines, Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). To learn more about the
Presbytery of Des Moines,
contact the office or go online to
www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org.
Copy deadline is the last day of
the month. Please submit articles
in Microsoft Word or compatible
format; digital images and photos
are both acceptable.

PRESBYTERY OF DES MOINES

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

2400 - 86th Street, Suite 20
Urbandale, IA 50322-4306

THE WIDER CIRCLE

Dates are Set for Two Church Support Staff
Professional Development Opportunities

The Association of Personnel Administrators (APA) is holding a one-day seminar
Tuesday, April 15 at the First Presbyterian Church in Kearney, Neb. This is a
great opportunity for fellowship and to learn something new or refresh your memory about

p Q{g
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Conflict Management and How to Run a Meeting. For event details, contact Presbytery of Cen-

tral Nebraska Office Manager Angie Palmer, 4111 4th Ave., Ste. 28, Kearney, NE 68845, 308-
236-6996 or office@centralnepresby.org.

Greater Midwest Regional Conference of the APA, April 24-26 at Grace Covenant Presbyterian
Church, 11100 College Blvd. Overland Park, Kansas 66211. Class topics include: Church History
I, Theology I, Angelogy, Financial Reporting, Presbyterian 101. The 3-day event begins with
registration Thursday at Noon and ends Saturday at 3 p.m. For details or to register, contact
Linda Bridges, First Presbyterian Church, 2415 Clinton Pkwy., Lawrence, KS 66047, 785-843-
4171 or fpcadministrator@sunflower.com.

The APA is a professional association for administrative and support staff of churches, govern-
ing bodies, agencies and institutions of the PCUSA. APA’s goal is to improve the quality of pro-
fessionalism in the offices that are usually the first points of contact with congregations, gov-
erning bodies, and agencies of the Church. The Greater Midwest APA Region includes: Kansas,
Missouri, lllinois, lowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Visitors or inquirers are welcome! Annual
dues and certification fees must be paid before any classes count toward certification. For
membership or certification, go to www.pcusa-apa.org or contact Regional President Judy
Pickett at jpickett@qlpby.org or Certification Chair Emily Holman at eholman@Iladuechapel.org.

|
How ARE YOU DOING

WITH YOUR
“ONE A WEEK?”




