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Change is 

something 

that we often 

hope for and 

have to deal 

with in a new 

year. This year is no excep-

tion. 

In this small part of the 

world called the Office of the 

Presbytery of Des Moines, we 

are making a few changes 

that we think will help all of 

us. First, we will now be act-

ing as our own Mission 

Treasury Service. What this 

simply means is that the mis-

sion dollars that you send to 

the presbytery, synod and 

General Assembly through us 

will no longer all be sent di-

rectly to the General Assem-

bly, and then the presbytery 

and synod shares be sent to 

those two bodies. We now 

will keep the presbytery’s 

part and send the rest on to 

the other governing bodies. 

Why this change? It means 

that we have the mission 

dollars you send to use im-

mediately instead of having 

to wait up to three months 

for the funds to be available 

to us. The biggest help this is 

to us is cash flow, having the 

funds to meet our commit-

ments. Our Office Manager 
Betty Dyer, has added this 

duty of handling these funds 

to her responsibilities. 

A second change is to move 

from a monthly newsletter to 

weekly e-mails. Moving from 

the monthly format – which 

took a substantial amount of 

time to produce and was not 

as useful in providing timely 

information – to a weekly 

format will allow us to com-

municate more often, and 

provide more information in 

a timely manner. We realize 

that some of you prefer the 

monthly format, but we think 

you will find the new look 

and weekly piece more help-

ful in the long run. Our Di-
rector of Communication 
Kim Coulter, will continue 

her great work with these 

and other communication 

pieces. 

Also, due to changes re-

quired with the addition of a 

new communication servers, 

we will be changing our e-

mail addresses at the end of 

the month. Look for informa-
(Continued on page 2) 

Phil’s Corner 

GA Stated Clerk’s statement on Gaza-Israel 
LOUISVILLE 

— Presbyte-

rian Church 

(U.S.A.) 

General As-

sembly 

Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons 

called today (Jan. 7) for an 

immediate end to the vio-

lence in Israel/Palestine and 

reiterated the church’s call 

for the “two-state solution” 

endorsed by the Bush ad-

ministration and the World 

Council of Churches among 

many others. 

In his statement, Parsons 

outlined the PC(USA)’s posi-

tion on a long-term solution 

that was adopted by last 

summer’s 218th General As-

sembly in San Jose, CA. 

Parsons’ statement con-

demned both rocket attacks 

on Israel launched from Gaza 

and “the massive destruction 

of an already crippled Gazan 

infrastructure …” by Israeli 

forces. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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tion about the changes else-

where in this newsletter. 

In a larger perspective, our 

country will be involved in an 

historic change – the presi-

dency of the first African 

American President. No mat-

ter what political persuasions 

attract, this is a change by 

which all of us will be im-

pacted. 

And on an even larger scale, 

the entire world will continue 

to deal with the significant 

changes brought about due 

to the world economic situa-

tion. There is a great deal of 

uncertainty and concern 

about the world and about 

how our individual financial 

situations will look as the 

year progresses. Countless 

comments and projections 

have come out as commenta-

tors and “experts” provide 

input and information. One 

comment caught my ear. The 

person said that once things 

have at least settled down, 

because of strained financial 

situations, people will return 

to simpler things like family 

time at home or entertain-

ment activities that don’t 

cost much. 

Now there’s a great idea. 

How many of us have not 

wished at one time or an-

other for some simpler times 

or lives? I’d like to suggest 

that we don’t need to wait 

until things settle down. We 

can start with simple things 

right now and I’d like to sug-

gest two foundational possi-

bilities – family and faith. 

No matter how “family” is 

defined, these are important 

people in our lives. How 

about finding ways to “be” 

families, spending more time 

together. I’m not suggesting 

we stop doing all those 

things that are part of our 

lives, just determining some 

essential, simple family 

times. And you know, our 

faith communities are pretty 

simple as well. 

Oh, sure, we complicate 

them by trying to be lots of 

things or do a wide variety of 

things – attempting to be all 

things to all people. 

Our faith communities really 

come together for simple 

things – worship, growth and 

fellowship. Our calling is sim-

ple as well – then go into the 

world and make disciples. 

Yes, these can take some 

varieties and skills, but at 

their base, they are simple. 

Interesting – a call to sim-

plicity as we enter 2009. Too 

bad it took an economic ca-

tastrophe to get us to be 

serious about it. 

May this new year be simply 

2009. 

 – Phil 
The Rev. Phil Barrett is 

General Presbyter and Stated 
Clerk of the Des Moines 

Presbytery 

Presbyterian 
Outlook Readers 
Get College Info 
What does the future hold 

for the high school students 

in your family, your church, 

your neighborhood? You 

can help them choose a 

college or university that 

will nurture their souls and 

ennoble their activities 

while informing their minds. 

An inspiring and eye-

opening collection of arti-

cles regarding church-

related college education, 

along with news from the 

60 PC(USA)-related colleges 

and universities, is jam-

packed into the newest 

edition of The Presbyterian 
Outlook. The 2009 Outlook 
Guide to PC(USA)-Related 
Colleges is only $3 a copy. 

Discounts are available for 

multiple copies! 

Would you like to purchase 

one for the student in your 

family? Or maybe purchase 

copies for the students in 

your church? 

Prices: 
 1-3 $3.00 each* 

 4-9 $2.50 each* 

 10-49 $2.20 each* 

 50-99 $2.10 each* 

 100+ $2.00 each* 

To place an order, e-mail 

gkunkel@pres-outlook.org 

or call Circulation Director 

Gillian Kunkel at 800-446-

6008 x110. 

*Plus postage, which has to 

be computed upon order 

depending on number of 

copies and location of ship-

ping. 

Phil’s Corner continued from page 1 

A Prayer for Peace in Gaza 
The following statement was released Dec. 30 by Bruce Reyes-Chow, Moderator; Gradye Par-

sons, Stated Clerk; and Linda Valentine, Executive Director, General Assembly Council: 

Even as we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, we are anguished by 
stories of violence and conflict once again in Gaza. 

Citizens and soldiers, young people and old are wounded and killed. 

We see how violence begets violence, as an eye for an eye leads not to peace, 
but to deeper blindness. 

We pray fervently for peace, for a New Year marked by a willingness and 
commitment to put violence aside and a desire and dedication to seek 

new relationships of peace. 

We pray that governments and leaders here and there and around the 
world will use whatever influence they may have as peacemakers, and 
that we, too will have courage and faith to pray without ceasing and to 

be agents of justice and peace for all. 
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Stated Clerk’s Statement continued from page 1 
He called the continuing vio-

lence, particularly growing 

civilian casualties, “only one 

symptom of the decades-long 

failure of the international 

community, the Israeli gov-

ernment, and the leaders of 

the divided Palestinian com-

munity in Gaza, the West 

Bank, and Jerusalem to make 

the wrenching commitments 

necessary to reach a peaceful 

resolution of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict.” 

The full text of Parsons’ 

statement: 

Whether Jew, Muslim, or 
Christian, we share com-
mandments of love for God 
and neighbor. Therefore, all 
violence in Gaza, Israel, and 
the West Bank must stop. 
Whatever its stated justifica-
tions, we know from years of 
conflict in the region that the 
resort to violence inevitably 
leaves behind death, injury, 
fear, and deepened feelings 
of hostility. 

As the death toll and the 
numbers of those injured in 
Gaza continue to mount from 
the Israeli air assault and the 
ensuing ground war between 
the Israeli military and the 
fighters of Hamas, we call 
upon all parties involved to 
stop the violence and agree 
to an immediate cease-fire, 
under which the borders of 
Gaza can be opened to hu-
manitarian aid and desper-
ately needed medical assis-
tance for the sick and 
wounded. To this end, it is 
imperative that the leaders of 

the international community, 
including 

the leaders of our own na-
tion, step up and use their 
good offices to press the 
warring parties to bring an 
end to the killing. 

The rockets that have long 
been fired from Gaza at Is-
raeli communities must 
cease. They are not simply 
provocations, but undiscrimi-
nating instruments of fear 
and death. Suicide bombings 
also must be unconditionally 
condemned. Members of 
Hamas and other groups who 
continue to call for Israeli’s 
demise must stop their 
rhetoric of death. 

By the same token, the mas-
sive destruction of an already 
crippled Gazan infrastructure 
by aerial bombardments 
must end. The virtual “lock-
down” of Gaza for the last 
two years has paralyzed eco-
nomic development and left 
public institutions unable to 
cope with the humanitarian 
emergencies they now face. 
Moreover, the growing 
deaths of non-combatants, 
even when they have sought 
shelter in legally protected 
United Nations facilities, 
must end. Any new cease-
fire agreement must be hon-
ored, if necessary with the 
help of international moni-
tors, so that there is neither 
the firing of rockets into Is-
rael nor Israeli assassination 
raids into Gaza, both of 
which have brought fear and 
death. 

Most importantly, while every 
effort must be made to bring 
an end to the immediate hos-
tilities, we must recognize 
that this violence is only one 
symptom of the decades-long 
failure of the international 
community, the Israeli gov-
ernment, and the leaders of 
the divided Palestinian com-
munity in Gaza, the West 
Bank, and Jerusalem to make 
the wrenching commitments 
necessary to reach a peaceful 
resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. It is im-
perative that our own gov-
ernment, current and future, 
move beyond rhetoric to 
forceful and active participa-
tion as an honest and impar-
tial broker of a just and 
meaningful peace. 

Finally, we recognize that no 
lasting peace is possible 
without the adherence of all 
parties to the rule of law, 
especially those laws upon 
which the international com-
munity has agreed. These 
include resolutions adopted 
by the United Nations that 
provide a basis for the future 
recognition of two states in 
the region, one Israeli and 
one Palestinian, in which the 
respective parties can live in 
peace, security, and freedom. 
They also include the Geneva 
Conventions. Our grief over 
the deaths of Palestinians 
and Israelis in the current 
conflict is exacerbated by the 
knowledge of how many non-
combatants have died in re-
cent days. It is a reminder 
that all nations are called to 
abide by the body of basic 

humanitarian law that re-
quires the protection of non-
combatants in any military 
conflict. 

The 218th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), meeting in June 
2008, reiterated long-
standing benchmarks for a 
two-state solution in which 
both parties can live in peace 
and security. Most of those 
are reflected in “The Amman 
Call,” a declaration issued by 
the World Council of 
Churches International Peace 
Conference on the Middle 
East, June 19-20, 2007, and 
endorsed by the 218th Gen-
eral Assembly. 

(Editor’s note: This list can 

be reviewed online in the 

complete story at 

www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2009/09010.htm.) 

As followers of the Prince of 
Peace, who has shown us 
that true victory comes only 
through non-violent recon-
ciliation, we yearn for an end 
to sixty years of conflict, 
violence, and oppression, all 
of which have left scars on 
all parties regardless of eth-
nic, religious, or political 
identification and have con-
tributed to wider uncertainty 
about global peace. It will 
require not only our fervent 
prayers, but a renewed com-
mitment to action so that 
when a cease-fire is 
achieved, it is followed by a 
new commitment by all par-
ties to the rule of law as the 
only path to justice, security, 
and freedom for all. 

www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09010.htm
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Events Calendar 
JANUARY 2009 
Jan. 17 – Presbytery 
Stated Meeting at Trinity 

United Presbyterian Church 

in Indianola, registration 

begins at 8:30 a.m. 

Jan. 18-20 – The annual 

meeting of the Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies of the 

PC(USA) runs Sunday-

Tuesday, at Mt. Olivet Con-

ference & Retreat Center, 

Farmington, Minn. The meet-

ing opens with dinner Sun-

day at 5:30 p.m. and is 

scheduled to adjourn at 

11:30 a.m. Tuesday. The 

purposes of the meeting are 

to elect officers, to hear re-

ports, to worship, to grow in 

fellowship and to take such 

actions as are necessary. 

Jan. 22 – Lunch & Learn 

Series, Do Calendars Tell a 
Story? (please bring samples 

of your church’s calendars), 

Presbytery Office, Noon-1 

p.m. 

Jan. 21 – Personnel Com-

mittee, 4 p.m. at the Presby-

tery Office 

Jan. 21 – Iowa Religious 

Media Services Annual Meet-

ing, Wednesday, beginning 

at 11 a.m. with a gathering 

service, followed by lunch. At 

Noon the Annual Meeting 

and adjorn at 1 p.m. New 

location is 3116 – 104th St., 

Urbandale, IA. 

Jan. 24 – PW Co-Ordinating 

Team Meeting, 9:30 a.m. – 2 

p.m. at Windsor Presbyterian 

Church in Windsor Heights 

Jan. 26-27 – A 24-hour 

training event for new com-

mittee moderators is slated 

at Christ the King Retreat 

Center in Buffalo, Minn. 

Sponsored by The Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies’ this an-

nual training event for new 

moderators opens at 3 p.m. 

Monday, Jan. 26, with regis-

tration beginning at 2 p.m. 

Jan. 27-29 – COM/CPM 

Training sponsored by The 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies’ 

annual training event for 

members of committees on 

ministry and the preparation 

for ministry is scheduled 

Tuesday through Thursday, 

Jan. 27-29, at Christ the King 

Retreat Center in Buffalo, 

Minn. This conference for 

moderators and other inter-

ested committee members 

begins at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 27, with registration 

opening at 1 p.m. 

Jan. 27-28 – Presbyterians 
Organized in Nurture & 
Teaching (POINT) Training, 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, San An-

tonio, Texas. Sponsored by 

the Office of Christian Educa-

tion, PC(USA), Contact: Can-

dace C. Hill, 502-569-5166, 

Web Site: www.pcusa.org/

POINT, To E-mail Event Con-

tact: www.pcusa.org/

calendar/contact.jsp?

eventid=4074#CONTACT 

Jan. 28-30 – Association of 

Presbyterian Church Educa-

tors (APCE) Annual Event, 

TBA, San Antonio, Texas. 

Sponsored by the APCE. Con-

tact: Candace C. Hill, 502-

569-5166, Web Site: 

www.apcenet.org/ Email 

Event Contact: 

www.pcusa.org/calendar/

contact.jsp?

eventid=4075#CONTACT 

FEBRUARY 2009 
Feb. 2-5 – The 2009 Winter 

Pastors School Administra-
tion as Pastoral Care: Re-
deeming the Scutwork at 

Hastings College, Hastings, 

Nebraska. Presenter is the 

Rev. Dr. Louis B. Weeks, 

former president of Union 

Theological Seminary in Vir-

ginia. 

The event will begin with 

lunch on Monday, Feb. 2, 

and will end with the eve-

ning meal on Thursday, Feb. 

5. The Winter Pastors School 

is sponsored by the presby-

teries of Central Nebraska, 

Homestead, and Missouri 

River Valley, with Hastings 

College and the Omaha Pres-

byterian Seminary Founda-

tion as supportive partners. 

The cost for participants 

from other presbyteries is 

$250, or $325 with spouse. 

Make checks payable to the 

“Inter-presbytery Commit-

tee,” and mail to: 2009 Win-

ter Pastors School, c/o 

Lowell Knauss, Homestead 

Presbytery, 249 Cherry Hill 

Blvd, Suite 2-3, Lincoln, Ne-

braska 68510, 402-474-

0612. 

Feb. 3 – CCD Meeting, 2 

p.m. at Westminster Presby-

terian Church, Des Moines 

Feb. 3 – Compañeros Meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m. at Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church, 

Des Moines 

Feb. 4-11 – Trinity United 

PC in Indianola’s delegation 

to El Salvador. ‘To energize 

and renew our relationship 

with Casa de Zinc, their sis-

ter parish.’ 

Feb. 5 – CROSS Ministries 

meeting, 7 p.m. at Cottage 

Grove Ave. Presbyterian 

Church 

Feb. 7 – Social Ministries 

Task Force, 10 a.m. at the 

Presbytery Office 

Feb. 18 – Older Adult Minis-

tries Task Force meeting, 1 

p.m. at the Presbytery Office 

Feb. 19 – Lunch & Learn 

Series, (Re)Visioning Your 

Church, Presbytery Office, 

Noon-1 p.m. 

Feb. 20-27 – Heartland 

Presbyterian Church in 

Clive’s delegation to El Salva-

dor. Dedicating the new 

school in El Tablon Cerna. 

Cost is no more that $1,500. 

Mar. 3 – CCD Meeting, 

2 p.m. at Westminster Pres-

byterian Church, Des Moines 

Mar. 3 – Compañeros Meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m. at Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church, 

Des Moines 

Mar. 5 – CROSS Ministries 

meeting, 7 p.m. at Cottage 

Grove Presbyterian Church 

Mar. 6 – Women Helping 

Women Luncheon, offered by 

the Des Moines Pastoral 

Counseling Center. Guest 

www.pcusa.org/calendar/contact.jsp?eventid=4075#CONTACT
www.pcusa.org/calendar/contact.jsp?eventid=4074#CONTACT
www.pcusa.org/POINT
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and use as a networking re-

source! 

Of course, you can still pur-

chase your Don Justo Coffee 
with Dignity online and do-

nate to the Undesignated 

Funds Account which helps to 

keep this mission running fi-

nancially. 

Finally, if you have sugges-

tions about possible Web site 

information you’d like to see 

or comments, please do not 

hesitate to contact me and 

pass the word along. 

A special thanks goes out to 

Mary MacKenzie (our Web 

guru) who has worked very 

hard to make this a reality for 

Our Sister Parish and for all 

the talents and gifts she has 

shared with this mission! 

Thank you! 

 – Joe Pirtle 
Compañeros Moderator 

515-250-5857 

can check back frequently to 

keep up on Kathy’s entries 

about her work and reflections 

with the Pastoral Team and 

our brothers and sisters of El 

Salvador. 

We will also be making addi-

tional updates on a monthly 

basis that will house resources 

such as: the delegation hand-

book, a leader’s guide, links to 

other partnership churches 

(you can see what they have 

going on), interesting Web 

sites and articles related to El 

Salvador (The SHARE Founda-

tion, etc.), and more. 

You will also want to take 

time to read the latest Pas-

toral Team News and Reflec-

tions, see what Compañeros 

is up to and read highlights 

from the monthly meetings. 

There will also be a forum 

beginning soon that you can 

read, join and comment on, 

Friends, 

I wanted to take this opportu-

nity to let you know about an 

exciting update for Our Sis-
ter Parish. 

Over the past several months, 

the Our Sister Parish Web site 

has been “under develop-

ment” as we update to a 

more streamlined version 

which will enable us to pro-

vide more updates, provide 

more resources to you, ex-

pand networking capabilities 

and of course, house our 

Presbytery’s Mission Co-
Worker Kathy Mahler’s 
Blog on our Web site. 

I am pleased to announce 

that the newest version of our 

updated Web site is now live! 

Use the same link as before 

www.oursisterparish.org and 

check us out. If you don’t 

have us saved as a favorite 

yet, you will want to, so you 

Pledging for New Program Year... 
Per capita is due January 30th 
General Mission Dollars are pledged by each church every year. Your 

church can choose to divide this amount by the suggested percentages of 

40% to General Assembly, 19% to Synod of Lakes and Prairies, and 41% to 

Presbytery of Des Moines. Or, divide the pledged amount in other percent-

ages or other designated causes. 

The per capita amount for each year is established to help 

set the budget after all requests have come in from our Pres-

bytery committees and the general mission pledges have 

been received from all churches. In order to meet our obliga-

tions with the General Assembly and Synod, where we are 

required to pay them according to the amounts they have set and our membership totals, we 

must then adjust our budget accordingly. Our membership total for 2007 was 9,489. This is 

the number on which the 2009 per capita amount is based. 

For 2009, the per capita amount, per member is $29.00 and is due on Jan 31, 2009 in the 

Presbytery Office. To make payments monthly or quarterly, please contact Office Manager 
Betty Dyer at, 515-276-4991 or pbydesmoines@qwestoffice.net. 

2009 Per Capita 

General Assembly $6.15 
Synod $4.80 
Presbytery +  $18.05 
Total $29.00 

Compañeros Update 

Westminster 
Church to Host 
Blood Drive on 
Feb. 16 for 
CROSS 
Westminster Presbyterian 

Church will host a Blood 

Drive for The Blood Center 

of Iowa on Thursday, Feb. 

16, 2009, from 3 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. 

The Blood Drive will also be 

a fundraiser for CROSS Min-

istries, a social outreach 

program of the Presbytery 
of Des Moines and Cot-
tage Grove Presbyterian 
Church. For every donor 

registered, Westminster will 

give $5 to CROSS Minis-
tries. CROSS serves low- 

and no-income families in 

the Des Moines area. 

To make an appointment 

for the Westminster Blood 

Drive, contact Sue Free-

man, 515-473-4699, or call 

the church office, 515-274-

1534. Walk-ins are wel-

come. Eligible donors must 

be at least 16 years of age, 

in general good health, and 

must weigh at least 120 

pounds. For more informa-

tion about donating blood, 

visit www.bloodcenter 

ofiowa.org. Westminster is 

located at the corner of 

Beaver and Franklin Ave-

nues in Des Moines. 

www.bloodcenterofiowa.org
mailto:jpirtle13@hotmail.com
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PCUSA Update 
JEFFREY LAWRENCE NAMED 
PUBLISHER OF 
PRESBYTERIANS TODAY 
LOUISVILLE ― Jeffrey Law-

rence, a New Yorker whose 

working life has taken him 

from law to real estate to 

advertising to parish minis-

try, has been named pub-

lisher of Presbyterians Today 
magazine. He began his new 

work on Jan. 5. 

“I think I bring a unique per-

spective to the magazine as 

a seasoned businessman and 

Christian minister,” Lawrence 

told the Presbyterian News 

Service in an interview. 

“Presbyterians Today is a 

critical mission of Christ’s 

church and I knew as soon 

as I applied that this was the 

right fit for me.” 

Eva G. Stimson continues as 

editor of the magazine, with 

John Sniffen as associate 

editor. 

Lawrence was raised Jewish 

in New York City around the 

world of publishing ― his 

father was one of the co-

founders of the prestigious 

Harry N. Abrams art book 

publishing house. He studied 

economics and finance at 

New York University and 

received a law degree from 

Georgetown University in 

Washington. 

His interest in Christianity 

was sparked when his part-

ners in an advertising agency 

asked him to be godfather of 

their daughter. “I took it 

very seriously and helped 

her learn her Catholic cate-

chism,” Lawrence recalled, 

“and Jesus kind of slipped in 

the side door.” Lawrence 

converted to Christianity in 

1989. 

“But I felt quickly that I was 

being called to something 

deeper,” he said, and in 1992 

entered Mount St. Mary’s 

Seminary in Maryland and 

was ordained to the priest-

hood in 1996. During the 

next 12 years he served as 

pastor of several parishes in 

central Illinois. 

“The last four or five years 

I’ve felt pretty battered by all 

the stuff going on in the 

Catholic church and have 

been pretty put off by in-

creasingly exclusionary 

dogma,” he said. “I wanted 

to continue to contribute to 

the Lord’s service but didn’t 

know how.” 

Read the complete story 

online: www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2009/09028 

PRESBYTEL ANSWERS YOUR 
QUESTIONS 
PresbyTel is the general in-

formation service of the Pres-

byterian Church (U.S.A.), a 

storehouse of knowledge that 

can be accessed by church 

members, pastors, presbyter-

ies, synods and anyone else 

who needs answers. Pres-

byTel’s resources include 

several massive denomina-

tional databases that are up-

dated regularly to ensure that 

the information disseminated 

is accurate and timely. 

PresbyTel consultants are 

well trained and well in-

formed about Presbyterian 

issues, programs and people. 

To contact PresbyTel, call 

800-872-3283, send an email 

to presbytel@pcusa.org, or 

see www.pcusa.org/

presbytel. 

PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR TIM 
BOGGESS TO PREACH ON 
“DAY 1” 
The Rev. Timothy T. Bog-

gess, pastor of Northwest 

Presbyterian Church in At-

lanta, Ga., is the featured 

preacher Jan. 11, 2009, on 

the "Day 1" radio program, 

broadcast nationally on 150 

stations and also accessible 

by podcast at www.Day1.org. 

The program includes a ser-

mon by Boggess, as well as 

interviews conducted by the 

program's host and executive 

producer, Peter Wallace. 

The sermon for the celebra-

tion of the Baptism of the 

Lord, based on Mark 1:4-11, 

is entitled “In the Hole He 

Goes.” The title was taken 

from a child's misunderstand-

ing of the baptismal formula 

“in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost.” 

Formerly known as “The Prot-

estant Hour,” “Day 1” has 

been broadcast every week 

for more than 63 years, win-

ning numerous awards in the 

process. It is produced by the 

Alliance for Christian Media in 

association with the Coopera-

tive Baptist Fellowship, the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Grow Christ’s 
Church Deep and 
Wide in 2009-10 
An initiative called Grow Christ's 

Church Deep and Wide went 

before the 218th General As-

sembly in June and received 

overwhelming approval.  For the 

next two years, individuals, 

congregations and leaders of 

the PC(USA) are asked to com-

mit to growth in four areas: 

• Membership 

• Discipleship 

• Diversity 

• Servanthood

To view a PowerPoint presenta-

tion of the plan, go online to:

www.pcusa.org/comnet/

s-lindsey.ppt and use your

mouse to click through the

slides. 

www.pcusa.org/presbytel
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09028
www.pcusa.org/comnet/s-lindsey.ppt
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News Index for Nov.24—Jan. 9 
Czech mate www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08876 
Immokalee workers set sights on Subway 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08879 
Importing peace for Christmas www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08880 
PC(USA) seminary news www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08883 
Presbyterian Foundation announces $1.5 million anonymous gift 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08884 
Every Thursday is Thanksgiving 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08885 
Church of Christ in Thailand requests prayers 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08889 
Fostering dialogue is key to leadership, moderators told 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08893 
Immokalee workers reach agreement with Subway 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08897 
Moderator schedules second ‘Webcast’ 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08900 
Church must reflect changing world, moderators told 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08901 
Notes about people www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08904 
Parsons commends CIW and Subway on agreement 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08905 
Services held for William C. Placher, 60 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08908 
Parsons encourages Obama to put people first 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08909 
Giving thanks: A PC(USA) missionary letter from Ethiopia 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08913 
American Red Cross veteran chosen to head PDA 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08914 
Correction www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08918 
U.S. must own up to misdeeds, says Grawemeyer 
religion winner www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08922 
College news www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08923 
More than 200 tune into moderator’s Webcast 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08927 
Presbytery and synod news 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08928.htm 
Presbyterian Writers conference set for April 2009 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08932.htm 
African churches denounce burden of global economy 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08935.htm 
Building houses of peace, bridges to the future 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08936.htm 
Notes about people www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08937.htm 
Terri Bate to head GAC’s funds development ministry 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08941.htm 
PC(USA) seminary news www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08943.htm 
PC(USA) Mission Yearbook launched in new formats 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09004 
WARC issues call to prayer and action for Gaza 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09013 
Flip-flops and cowboy boots 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09007 
Prayer for a New Year from the State Clerk 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09016 
Faith leaders call for raising minimum wage 
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2009/09017 

Episcopal Church, the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in 

America, the PC(USA), the 

United Church of Christ and 

the United Methodist Church. 

For more information, call 

toll free 888-411-Day-1 or 

check the program’s Web 

site at: www.Day1.org. 

MISTER ROGERS-INSPIRED 
EFFORT PROVIDES WINTER 
CLOTHES 
Inspired by the Rev. Fred 

(Mister) Rogers, the Presby-

terian Media Mission is once 

again teaming with Presbyte-

rian churches, The Children’s 

Museum of Pittsburgh and 

United Way in an effort to 

collect winter clothing for 

those in need. The 

“Neighborhood Sweater 

Drive” is part of a larger 

campaign – “Come In Out of 

the Cold” – to entice Pitts-

burghers to warm their souls 

while warming the bodies of 

those less fortunate. The 

complete story can be found 

at www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2008/08817.htm. 

PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR POR-
TRAYED IN EASTWOOD FILM 
John Malkovich plays Presby-

terian minister the Rev. Dr. 

Gustav Briegleb in Clint East-

wood’s new film 

“Changeling.” The film tells 

the story of how in 1928 the 

minister came to the aid of 

Christine Collins, a mother 

who was wrongly imprisoned 

in a psychiatric ward be-

cause she insisted that the 

boy whom the police had 

returned to her was not her 

kidnapped 9-year-old son, 

Walter. Fearful of being dis-

credited in the eyes of the 

public, Los Angeles Police 

Captain J. J. Jones brushed 

aside Collins’ objections as 

signs of a confused woman 

out of touch with reality. The 

complete story can be found 

at www.pcusa.org/

pcnews/2008/08808. 

VOLUNTEERS & SITES NEEDED 
FOR HEALTH MISSION ON THE 
MOVE -MISSION TRIPS 
We are getting ready to start 

building the mission trip 

schedule for 2009. There are 

three large ways folks can get 

involved with the van: Indi-

viduals can volunteer; con-

gregations can help us set up 

sites to visit (where there are 

communities without access 

to health care and impor-

tantly, health information); 

and third, congregations or 

individuals can provide finan-

cial support. If you have an 

interest in being involved with 

the mobile health van there 

are many small ways to help: 

either developing a site; vol-

unteering; and/or helping 

provide financial support 

(increasing gas prices are 

making trips more costly). 

Keeping “MoM” on the road 

depends on you because the 

only funding for operating 

comes through a special ECO 

(Extra Commitment Opportu-

nity). If you are interested in 

volunteering, or, if you would 

like your community to be 

considered as a site for an 

upcoming visit, contact Coor-

dinator Pat Gleich, 888-728-

7228, ext. 5793, or 

health@pcusa.org. 
(Continued on page 8) 

PCUSA Update continued from page 4 

www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08817.htm
www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08808
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PCUSA Update continued from page 5 
PRELIMINARY REPORT: 
VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT 
STUDY 
How many times have you 

heard that being active, stay-

ing engaged, continuing to 

contribute, being involved, 

developing a social support 

network – all increase good 

health and contribute to posi-

tive aging? Sit back because 

you are going to hear it at 

least six more times! 

Preliminary findings from a 

study on volunteer engage-

ment conducted through PC

(USA)’s National Health Min-

istries program and using the 

Presbyterian Panel* to survey 

Presbyterians on a variety of 

factors related to health and 

engagement show that there 

is a positive association be-

tween volunteer engagement 

and overall well-being! Over 

the next few months, we will 

be releasing portions of the 

study. This first report will 

describe in detail, who volun-

teers, and so that rates and 

details of volunteering can be 

read in context. National sta-

tistics are included when 

comparable numbers are 

available. 

Among Presbyterians, 
who volunteers? Presbyte-

rians volunteer at almost 

three times the rate of the 

U.S. population, and unlike 

the U.S. population, the rates 

for men and women are very 

similar. Volunteering rates 

peak for the age group, 65-

74 (89%) compared with the 

U.S. population peak age 

group, 35 to 54 (30.3 %). 

Additionally, though the rate 

of volunteering among the 

total Presbyterian sample de-

clines after age 74, elders 

peak with the highest rates of 

volunteering after age 74 at 

90.9%, followed by clergy, 

85.2% and members 79.9%. 

And the average number of 

volunteer hours logged, in-

creases with age. 

Are there geographic or 
regional differences in 
rates of volunteering? Yes, 

the rates carry from region to 

region, with the highest rates 

of volunteering experienced in 

the North East and West and 

the lowest rates in the Mid-

west. 

What motivates or encour-
ages or interests Presbyte-
rian to volunteer? A search 

of the literature reveals that 

typical motivations for volun-

teering include the desire to 

help others, social interaction, 

feeling as though one is con-

tinuing to be productive. Ac-

cording to a recent AARP 

study, (2003) volunteers who 

are older prefer meaningful 

efforts, and want to be in-

volved with reliable organiza-

tions and help the communi-

ties where they live. Many 

volunteers in the AARP study 

also professed ties to religious 

organizations. 

Presbyterians were asked 
what characteristics of, or 
settings for volunteering 
would most interest them. 
Although the differences be-

tween categories were rela-

tively small, the highest pref-

erence was given to personal 

service (visitation, compas-

sionate care ,support , etc) 

next highest preference to 

direct service (disaster relief, 

community development pro-

jects) followed closely by 

advocacy (working for justice 

for others) and last, helping 

with religious services, teach-

ing classes, etc. 

When the preferences were 

examined according to within 

group characteristics, there 

was regional, age and educa-

tion and income level group 

consistency among the pref-

erences. Significantly, work-

ing as part of a group – 

rather than independently – 

was marked as important by 

the majority of respondents, 

regardless of the type of ac-

tivity. Presbyterians want to 

use their professional skills 

and feel passionate about 

their volunteer effort or 

cause, and as in the findings 

from the AARP study, prefer 

working in their home com-

munity. 

Individuals who score higher 

on the assessment of quality 

of life, whose perceptions of 

aging are more positive and 

who experience and relay a 

lower than chronological sub-

jective age identity are more 

likely to volunteer in any set-

ting. 

*Note: The Presbyterian 

Panel samples survey partici-

pants as a part of three dis-

tinct groups, members, elders 

and clergy. For this article, 

the groups were combined. 

To learn more, go to: 

www.pcusa.org/healthyliving/ 

Do you to write 
and want to be 
a published 
author? 
The Presbyterian Writers’ 

Conference will be held 

April 23-24, 2009 at the 

Harrington Center, Colum-

bia Seminary in Atlanta, Ga. 

Sponsored by Presbyterian 

Writers Guild and Cecil 

Murphey this conference is 

one you won’t want to 

miss. 

Make this your big step to 

becoming a published au-

thor. Speak with a literary 

agent and keynote speaker 

Dr. Cecil Murphey, author 

and co-author of more than 

100 books, including the NY 
Times bestseller 90 Minutes 
in Heaven. 

www.themanbehind 

thewords.com. 

Learn about the needs and 

opportunities in Presbyte-

rian publications. Learn 

from successful writers who 

have published with Tho-

mas Nelson, Tyndale, Beth-

any, Penguin, Harper-

Collins, Random House, and 

others. Get the answers 

and direction you need 

from professionals. Confer-

ence fee is $200. Presbyte-

rian Writers Guild members 

will receive a 10% dis-

count. Meals are available 

at the campus cafeteria for 

less than $20 per day. To 

register, contact Columbia 

Seminary at 404-687-4578 

or online www.ctsnet.edu/

LL/Events.aspx. 

www.themanbehindthewords.com
www.ctsnet.edu/LL/Events.aspx
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