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Equipping pastors and congregations
with the tools to carry on God’s awesome love.

Presbytery’s New Moderator Begins Term 
 Lila   

Phil’s Corner 

 

 

 Jean Jensen, member 

of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Audubon, is the 

new Presbytery moderator for 

2006. Here is a brief synopsis 

of her life in Christ. 

“My life began when I was 

born at home on my father’s 

25th birthday in Coon Rapids, 

Iowa. He was a John Deere 

dealer and my mother had 

been a teacher before she 

married him. After the 

wedding she became a full-

It’s here, 

whether or 

not we are 

ready for it. 

The New 

Year is upon 

us. Many of us look forward to 

this opportunity to start with a 

clean slate. We make 

ons to do some things 

better or stop doing other 

hers of us dread 

another year coming. To some 

it means getting older, which 

few of us over maybe 25 look 

forward to. To others it means 

that even though a New Year 

is here, the same old burdens 

or problems are still here, and 

all the New Year means is a 

continuation of these and 
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time dedicated homemaker 

and mother. We moved to 

Audubon in 1936 where my 

father continued his 

dealership while they added 

three more children to the 

family. 

The church became 

important to me when I was 

confirmed at the age of 12 

in the Audubon First 

Presbyterian Church, so I 

have been a member there 

for a very long time. So I 

haven’t moved around 

much, but I’ve traveled a 

great deal which is one of 

my favorite things to do. 

After two years of college at 

the University of Northern 

Iowa in Cedar Falls, (then 

Iowa State Teachers 

College) I taught for two 

years before marriage took 

me to farm life where we 

had two children before my 

husband died of cancer. 
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  probably the addition of 

more. To still others a new 

year is to be feared because 

it brings the unknown. Living 

in last year – whether it was 

good or bad – is still better 

because at least it is known. 

Missed in all the hoopla of a 

new year is the reality that, 

in Christ, each day is a new 

reality. We can start with a 

clean slate if we turn to 

Christ, admit what isn’t clean 

on our slate, and be 

cleansed. Of course, 

resolving not to continue 

these shortcomings is a part 

of confession and 

forgiveness. We cannot bear 

burdens alone, although God 

knows we proud humans try. 

Dealing with burdens and 

facing new ones is much 

easier when faced with faith 

and allowing others to care 

with and for us. 

Remembering that Jesus 

Christ is the same 

yesterday, today and forever 

allows us to step into the 

future with hope instead of 

fear. God has been around 

all of the yesterdays and 

todays, and promises to be 

with us in all of those to 

come. We don’t know what 

it looks like, but we know 

that walking with our Lord 

as we step ahead helps us 

step out more ready to deal 

with what comes. 

continued on page 6 
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Events Calendar 
   Jan. 22 – A Celebration of 

Israeli and Palestinian 
Cultures, The Iowa Council 

for International 

Understanding, with Des 

Moines interfaith and social 

justice groups, are holding 

the first of a three-part 

series helping Iowans better 

understand the culture, 

religions and politics of the 

Middle East region. For 

details see page 7 of The 

Wider Circle or e-mail 

2006 
Jan. 13-15 – Theology, 
International Law, and 
Torture: A Conference on 
Human Rights and Religious 
Commitment in Princeton, 

N.J. Sponsored by Church 

Folks for a Better America. 

Call 609-924-5022 for more 

information. 

Feb. 9-10 – Rural Life 
Gathering, Shalom Retreat 

Center, Dubuque, Iowa. This 

annual conference presented 

by Churches Center for Land 

and People (CCLP) will share 

prescriptions for creative 

change to challenges America 

faces in food and farm 

production. Presenters will 

speak to the theme “Hope in 

Action” with real life models, 

experience, guidance and 

insights. For scholarship 

application, contact CCLP at 

608-831-9319. 

 

Race Relations 
Sunday Feb. 12 

The Martin Luther King Jr. 

holiday (Jan. 16) and Race 

Relations Sunday (Feb. 12) fall 

close together on our 

Presbyterian Planning Calendar. 

 
  

Jan. 15-17 – Synod of 

Lakes and Prairies Meeting 

Jan. 17, 19, 24 & 26 – 
January Thaw, an 

entertaining and educational 

series of classes offered by 

the Des Moines Area 

Religious Council, St. 

Joseph’s Educational Center 

and the Jewish Federation in 

Des Moines. Class options 

include: A Taste of Judaism, 

Intro to Centering Prayer, 

“Advanced” Native American 

Spirituality, Manifest Your 

Health, A Virtual Tour of the 

Holy Land, Who Wrote the 

Bible?, The Meaning and 

Purpose of Life, and more. 

For more information go to: 

www.stjosepheducational 

center.org/januarythaw.htm. 

Jan. 20 – PerCapita Due 

Jan. 20-27 – Compañeros 

Delegation go to El Salvador. 

Jan. 21 – Presbytery 
Meeting, Windsor 

Presbyterian Church, 

Windsor Heights 

colin.peterson@iciu.org or 

go to: www.iciu.org. 

Jan. 27-Feb. 3 – El 

Salvador Delegation from 

Heartland Presbyterian 

Church in Clive 

 

Feb. 14-23 – World Council 
of Churches 9th Assembly, a 

travel and study seminar in 

Porto Alegre, Brazil. For 

details go online to: 

http://pcusa.org/peacemakin

g/intl/international.htm.

Feb. 19 – Rev. Mary Beth 

Mardis-Lecroy’s Installation, 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Des Moines at 

4 p.m. 

March 5-7 – Annual Rural 

Ministry Conference, Living 

With Hope in an Age of Fear, 
Dubuque, Iowa. For details, 

call 563-589-0273, e-mail 

ruralmin@wartburgseminary.

edu or go online to 

www.ruralministry.com. 

March 10-11 – Spring 
Connection, Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in Des 

Moines. Exploration of The 
Chronicles of Narnia. 
Questions? Contact Steve 
Mathison-Bowie at 
stevemb@pcpartner.net

The Racial Justice and Advocacy 

office offers ideas for worship 

and events. Go online to:
Jan. 31 – Darfur Genocide, 
Live from NewYork’s 92

 
nd 

Street Y begins at 7:15 p.m. 

at The Caspe Terrace, 3320 

Ute Ave., Waukee. 

Sponsored by the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Des 

Moines. For more 

information call 515-277-

6321 x218 or go online to 

http://www.pcusa.org/racialjusti

ce/mlkresources.htm.

The Presbyterian Peacemaking 

Program makes available 

worship resources for a number 

of holidays that have dimensions 

of peace and justice. These 

resources for Martin Luther King 

Day may also be used for 

worship services on themes of 

race relations. 

www.dmjfed.org. 

Feb. 1-4 – Association of 
Presbyterian Church 
Educator's Conference, 

Renaissance Grand Hotel, 

St. Louis, Mo. “Down to the 

River”, is an ecumenical 

conference for all who are 

involved in educational 

ministry. For more 

information go online to 

APCEnet.org

HTU . 

Jan. 22 – Rev. Linda 

O’Connell’s Installation, 4 

p.m., First Presbyterian 

Church in Lucas. 

 or call Pat 

Murphy at 888-728-7228 

ext. 5460. 

http://pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm
http://pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm
http://www.ruralministry.com/
mailto:stevemb@pcpartner.net
mailto:colin.peterson@iciu.org
http://www.iciu.org/
http://www.dmjfed.org/
http://www.pcusa.org/racialjustice/mlkresources.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/racialjustice/mlkresources.htm
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Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Update 
   NEW FOR CHURCH 

TREASURERS FROM THE 
BOARD OF PENSIONS 
To help you support the 

value of the Benefits Plan, 

it’s important that you have 

up-to-date information on 

the benefits offered to Plan 

members. View a 

multimedia web briefing 

dedicated to the issues that 

concern you in your role as 

church treasurer. The 

briefing will review some of 

your responsibilities 

regarding the Benefits Plan, 

the benefit options available 

to church employees, and 

the helpful resources 

available to you. For details 

go online to: 

http://www.pensions.org/. 

CHANGE IN STANDARD 
MILEAGE RATE 
Last September the Internal 

Revenue Service (IRS) took 

the unusual step of 

increasing the standard 

mileage rate to $.485 per 

mile until Dec. 31, 2005. 

The IRS has now issued a 

new rate of $.445 per 
mile for calendar year 2006. 

This is the rate used to 

calculate the amount per 

mile to be reimbursed to 

pastors for miles driven in 

their personal cars for the 

ministry of the church. 

For those who wish to read 

more about this change 

there is a press release 

posted at 

http://hr.blr.com/display.cfm

?id=17119. This Web site 

can be reached from the IRS 

web site http://www.irs.gov/ 

or directly. 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL NEEDS 
IN GULF REGION 
There is an urgent need for 

medical personnel to staff a 

clinic in D’Iberville, 

Mississippi. Volunteer 

doctors, nurse practitioners, 

nurses and PAs are needed 

to assist in meeting the 

medical needs of those 

displaced by the hurricanes. 

If anyone can give a day or 

a week or any amount of 

time, please contact: 

Beverly Squibb, Manager, 

D’Iberville free clinic, at 

702-401-8132 or 

mo5thwheeler@sbcglobal 

.net. 

TOP RELIGIOUS TRENDS OF 
2005 

Thank you for your generous 

response to this past year’s 

tsunami, hurricanes and 

earthquakes. 

Retired Pastors Celebrate Advent 
 

    

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance would like to remind 

you you’re your support is still 

needed in 2006. 

The following accounts are still 

active for donating funds to 

disaster response: 

• U.S. Hurricane Response 

– DR000169 

• Hurricane, Pastoral Care 

– DR000161 

After studying the results of 

interviews with thousands of 

people conducted by his 

company during the past 12 

months, researcher George 

Barna described what he felt 

were the eight most 

significant religious trends 

identified in his firm’s 

studies. For more 

information, go to: 

http://www.barna.org/. 

• Hurricane, Church 

Damage – DR000163 

• Hurricane Stan (C. 

America) – DR000139 

• Pakistan Earthquake – 

DR000038 

• Alternative Christmas 

Giving – DR000170 

To learn more about these 

accounts, go online to: 

www.pcusa.org/pda/. 

RETIRED PASTORS 
CELEBRATE ADVENT 
The Presbytery’s retired 

pastors, spouses and 

guests met at the home of 

Rev. Bob and Jeanne 
Burnett, Dec. 13, for their 

annual Christmas luncheon. 

Nearly 30 people attended 

the festive event including 

the Presbytery office staff. 

The party was a good 

opportunity for new staff 

members to get-to-know 

the honorable retired Des 

Moines Presbytery clergy. 

 
Picture above, back row (left to right): Andy Bosman, Phil Barrett, 

Harold Butz, Goanar Chol, Glen Dilley, Marvin Potter, Jack Palmer, 
Margery Potter, Dick Kiefer, Judy Hynnek, Aaron Koskamp, Alice 

Ward, Mel Roblee, Irene Bosman, Kathryn Roblee, and Jean Sinning. 
Middle row (left to right): Barbara Koskamp, Darlene Clark, Roberta 
Dutton, Sara Speer-Palmer, Chi Hofer, Hume Ward, and Bob Burnett. 

Front row (left to right): Jeanne Burnett, Ray Martin, Mary Ann 
Martin, Betty Dyer, and Kim Coulter. 

http://www.pcusa.org/pda/
http://www.pensions.org/
http://hr.blr.com/display.cfm?id=17119
http://hr.blr.com/display.cfm?id=17119
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.barna.org/
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Congregational Connection 
 

 

  

Prayer Concerns 
   

 

Employment Opportunities 
 

News Service 
Index Now 
Available Presbytery congregations 

have a reason to celebrate: 

CORRECTION: Rev. Linda 
O’Connell is new pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church 
in Lucas and will be installed 

Sunday, Jan. 22 at 4 p.m. 

Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-
Lecroy of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in 

Des Moines will be 

installed on Feb. 19 at 

4 p.m. 

   

Rev. Tiare Mathison-
Bowie, of the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Newton, was accepted into 

the Institute for Preaching 

and Pastoral Renewal at 

Candler School of Theology, 

Emory University in Atlanta, 

Ga., for 2006-2007. This 

includes working with Rev. Tom 

Long and Rev. Fred Craddock, 

and a trip to the Holy Land in 

April, focusing on the lectionary 

texts for ordinary time and 

advent, 2006. Twenty scholars 

were chosen from a field of 

over 70 applicants and 

represent established 

excellence in ministry and the 

diversity of the Church. 

Please keep in your prayers 

the following: 

Rev. Dr. Mary Pope is 

leaving Union Park 
Presbyterian Church in 
Des Moines to pursue new 

endeavors. Her final day 

was Dec. 31. 

Rev. Beverly Leonard of 

Centerville’s First 
Presbyterian Church is 

leaving. Her last day was 

Dec. 31. 

Jack Palmer, husband of 
Rev. Sarah Speer-
Palmer, HR recently 

suffered a broken leg and 

needed surgery. He is now 

recuperating at the 

Chariton Nursing Home. 

Christian Youth 
Coordinator– 
Full-time position for middle 

through High School youth 

programs. Contact 

Personnel Committee, St. 

Paul Presbyterian Church, 

Johnston, 515-276-2818, 

jw.gilmore@att.net. 

Presbyterian Colombia 
Accompaniment Project 
Coordinator – 
New Partner in 

Peacemaking is needed 

with experience in Latin 

American solidarity work. 

One- to two-year full-time 

position. Description and 

application information 

available online at 

www.presbypeacefellowship 

.org. 

Work Camps/Flood Relief 
Helpers – 
Contact West Virginia 

Ministry of Advocacy and 

Workcamps. 

Theology Professor – 
The Corporación 

Universitaria Reformada is 

in need of a professor of 

systematic theology for 

next semester. Theologian 

must speak Spanish and be 

willing to volunteer. 

Contact the Presbyterian 

Peace Fellowship, 845-358-

4601 or ppf@forusa.org. 

Presbyterian United 
Nations Representative – 

People who receive 

Presbyterian News Service 

(PNS) stories by e-mail 

will have an additional 

option in January — a 

weekly index of headlines 

with links to the full texts. 

This new addition, adds to 

the current e-mail 

options, either: full texts 

of all stories, or “Headline 

News” — a three- or four-

paragraph summary of 

the week’s top stories. 

Of course, all PNS stories 

are also posted on the 

news service’s Web site: 

www.pcusa.org/pcnews. 

PNS publishes between 

700 and 1,000 stories 

annually. 

PC (USA)’s Peacemaking 

Program is seeking a 

person to serve. To apply, 

go online to: 

http://onedoor.pcusa.org. 

Volunteer Village 
Management Coordinator – 
Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance of PC (USA), 

needs a coordinator of 6-12 

camping villages for faith-

based volunteer work 

teams assisting in hurricane 

recovery efforts. Base of 

operations is the Gulf 

Coast. To apply, see 

www.pcusa.org/onedoor. 

For more information about 

these positions, contact the 

Presbytery of Des Moines. 

office. 

The new service was 

requested by the General 

Assembly Council’s 

Governance Task Force, 

whose key goals include 

better church-wide 

communication. 

To choose, go to 

www.pcusa.org/pcnews, 

click on the 

“subscriptions” button, 

and follow the simple 

instructions. 

All PNS services are free. 

The new “news index” will 

be published every Friday, 

beginning Jan. 6, 2006.

mailto:jw.gilmore@att.net
mailto:ppf@forusa.org
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews
http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews
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New Moderator continued from page 1  Celebrate Israeli 
and Palestinian 
Cultures 

   After his death, I went back 

to college and received my 

degree from Drake 

University in Des Moines 

and went on to teach for 30 

more years. I was very 

fortunate because I love 

teaching. 

In the church there is 

always a chance to do 

some volunteer work. 

Besides teaching, I was 

superintendent of the 

church school for 18 years. 

I served on the session 

several times and was 

always active in 

Presbyterian Women. At the 

Presbytery level, I have 

served on several 

committees throughout the 

years, such at 

nominations, women and 

the church, and education. 

Also, I was a counselor at 

our church camp for three 

years. 

Olker Joins Presbyterian Foundation
 

   

 

The Presbyterian Foundation 

announced the appointment 

of Elder Walter J. Olker 
as development officer 

covering the Synod of Mid-

America and a portion of the 

Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies. He will be serving 

presbyteries of Central 

Nebraska, Homestead, John 

Calvin, Northern Kansas, 

Southern Kansas, Heartland, 

Missouri Union and 

Giddings-Lovejoy. 

Olker will be involved with 

individuals wishing to make 

a difference in the mission 

of the Church through their 

gifts of accumulated 

resources. As development 

Right now I am active in 

the “Joining Hands Against 

Hunger” mission program 

and West Regional 

Partnership. 

At the Synod level, we 

enjoy going to Synod 

School every year. It has 

helped me on my spiritual 

journey. 

When I retired, I married 

Paul Walther. We’ve 

both been very active in 

the Audubon church and in 

the community. He and his 

previous wife, Jean, who 

died of cancer, had four 

boys so now we try to stay 

close to six children. 

Authentic food, music, art, and 

books will be part of the 

celebration, Sunday, Jan. 22, from 

1- 4 p.m., at the Drake University 

Olmsted Center. Tickets are $10 

which includes food. There is free 

admission for Drake students and 

children under 10. For details 

contact the organizing group, the 

Iowa Council for International 

Understanding: 

In retirement, I enjoy 

spending time with our kids 

and our grandkids, 

traveling, volunteering in 

many areas of the 

community, playing bridge, 

and reading, especially 

biographies. 

Being asked to be 

moderator of our 

Presbytery is one of the 

joys of my life. My hope is 

that I can do it well. I know 

that God is with me on this 

journey too.” 

info@iciu.org or 

515-282-8269. 

Major sponsors include: Drake 

Center for Global Citizenship, 

Greater Des Moines Community 

Foundation, Humanities Iowa. 

Contributors are: American 

Friends Service Committee 

(AFSC), Arab American Institute’s 

Iowa Arab American Leadership 

Council, Church World Service, 

Des Moines Area Religious Council 

(DMARC), Interfaith Alliance of 

Iowa, Iowa Chapter of the 

Methodist Federation for Social 

Action, Jewish Community 

Relations Commission, Muslim 

Community Organization. 

officer, he will be the 

source of fund development 

to support congregations, 

presbyteries, synods, the 

General Assembly, and 

Presbyterian-related 

organizations and 

institutions. 

Olker is a member of 

Heartland Presbyterian 
Church in Clive and a 

graduate of the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point with 

an M.A. degree in adult 

education from Drake 

University. He has served as 

a president and director for 

the Kansas Farm Bureau 

Employees Credit Union and 

has developed ethics 

training for financial 

service professionals and 

administrative 

professionals. 

The Presbyterian 

Foundation’s mission is to 

support charitable goals 

through the cultivation and 

management of gifts, and 

through its subsidiary, New 

Covenant Trust Company, 

N.A., to provide investment 

management services while 

following the Presbyterian 

Church’s principles of 

social responsibility. 

To contact Walter Olker, 

call 888-817-6356 or e-

mail wjo@fdn.pcusa.org. 

mailto:info@iciu.org
mailto:wjo@fdn.pcusa.org
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Presbytery Happenings 
 

   

Phil’s Corner continued from page 1 

New Web Sites 
Launched 

 

   

PER CAPITA IS DUE 
JANUARY 20 
Per capita is one of the 

expenses related to being 

organized for mission in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). 

It is a responsible way of 

sharing costs that equitably 

belong to the whole 

Presbyterian community. 

Per capita helps to fund the 

foundational framework that 

supports the denomination’s 

mission at all levels. It also 

helps to fund the shared 

ecclesiastical, legislative, 

and judicial functions. 

2006 Per Capita 
Disbursement 

Presbytery $14.90 
Synod 4.53 
General Assembly     5.57 

2005 Per Capita $25.00 

This year’s per capita for 

the Presbytery of Des 

Moines is due Jan. 20. If 

you have questions, contact 

Office Manager Betty 
Dyer at 515-276-4991 or 

pbydesmoines@qwest.net. 

CRESTON BEGINS MISSION 
WORK IN MISSISSIPPI 
The Creston First 
Presbyterian Church’s 

session approved adopting 

the First Presbyterian 

Church of Pascagoula, Miss., 

as their sister church. In 

2004, a fund raising 

campaign was held for a 

new sanctuary in Creston. 

Now, the money raised will 

be added to the fall 

hurricane offering, totaling 

$7,500.00, which will go to 

the Pascagoula church for 

their use. 

The Creston church plans a 

long-term mission with the 

Pascagoula sister church in 

hopes of creative mission 

opportunities (i.e., re-

supplying the kitchen with 

equipment). A Creston 

delegation will be sent to 

Pascagoula to see first hand 

what their needs are and to 

personally deliver the funds. 

In January, a couple from 

the Creston congregation 

will travel to Gulf Port, Miss. 

Right now, Pascagoula is in 

need of skilled labor 

(carpenters, electricians, 

etc.), but Gulf Port is ready 

for less skilled labor. This 

may be an opportunity for 

future work groups to help, 

in fact the Creston youth 

group is looking to visit the 

gulf region this summer. 

To learn more or hear 

Creston’s amazing story 

about how the Holy Spirit 

worked in the selection 

process of a sister church, 

contact Clerk of Session 

Allison Danilovich, at 

641-782-4089 or 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) 

internet team has recently 

launched two new Web sites. 

The first is for the 217

chrysalisia@hotmail.com. 

CHOIR ROBES AVAILABLE 
The First Presbyterian 
Church in Atlantic has 25 

choir robes in very good 

condition that they would 

like to make available to 

another congregation. Each 

robe has two reversible 

stoles with the colors of 

the liturgical seasons. 

Contact the church at 712-

243-2195 if you are 

interested. 

th General 

Assembly at: 

www.pcusa.org/ga217. According 

to Dianna Ott, Coordinator, "the 

site will continue to grow and 

change as the assembly nears." 

It will include registration details, 

all RGAs and resources for 

commissioners, advisory 

delegates and staff. 

YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 
One way to be part of 

making decisions about 

policies and directions is to 

participate in the life of the 

Presbytery, and many of 

you do. If you’d like to 

participate at a 

denominational level, you 

can submit your name to 

our Nominating Committee 

of representatives to the 

General Assembly. There 

are many committees and 

boards with vacancies. If 

you are interested, contact 

Stated Clerk and 
General Presbyter Phil 
Barrett in the Presbytery 

Office. Deadline for 

submission is Feb. 8, 2006.

A Reparations Web site has 

launched at: 

www.pcusa.org/reparations in 

response to a recommendation 

from the Advocacy Committee 

for Racial Ethnic Concerns, to 

which the 213th General 

Assembly (2001) created a task 

force to study issues of 

reparations for African 

Americans, Native Americans, 

Alaskan Natives, Asian 

Americans, Mexicans, Puerto 

Ricans, and others who have 

experienced unjust treatments. 

As we move into the New 

Year, may we – as 

individuals, as 

congregations, as a 

presbytery – experience 

and live each day as a new 

beginning, trusting in a 

loving, faithful and present 

Lord. I look forward to our 

opportunities to do this 

together. 

Peace, Phil 

mailto:pbydesmoines@qwest.net
mailto:chrysalisia@hotmail.com
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CROSS Ministries Update 
   

 DMARC’s 
Mexi-CAN Food 
Drive Has Begun! 

The DMARC Emergency Food 

Pantry, WHO Television and Carlos 

O’Kelly’s Mexican Café will be 

conducting a canned food drive 

from Jan. 2 to Feb. 12. Collection 

points are Carlos O’Kelly’s Mexican 

Café restaurants at the following 

locations in Des Moines; 4055 

Westown Parkway, 4371 Merle 

Hay Road and 6250 S.E. 14th St. 

Carlos O’Kelly’s is hosting the food 

drive to celebrate its 25th 

anniversary. For every can 

brought to Carlos O’Kelly’s during 

the drive, one dollar will be 

deducted from the price of a meal. 

There is a limit of one dollar off 

per dinner, but the entire party is 

eligible for the discount. If a group 

of five brings in five cans, they will 

each have one dollar taken off 

their bill. 

Canned food and cash donations 

can also be made directly to 

DMARC, 3816 36th St., Suite 202, 

Des Moines, IA 50310, 515-277-

6969. 

December brought several 

hallelujahs that I am 

anxious to share. 

Our CROSS Committee has 

two new board member 

liaisons. The first is Ron 
Grohe, a CPA and long-

time supporter of CROSS 

Ministries, and is a 

member of Windsor 
Presbyterian Church in 
Windsor Heights. The 

second is the Rev. Claude 
Jones, pastor of Douglas 
Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Des Moines. 

Claude has been a friend 

of CROSS for many years. 

Both men will bring 

compassion, leadership, 

dedication, and interest to 

CROSS. 

The Two Rivers 
Regional Partnership 

(consisting of eight Des 

Moines area churches) 

held a delightful worship 

service Sunday evening, 

Dec. 11, at First 
Presbyterian of Des 
Moines. Several members 

from Cottage Grove 
Presbyterian Church 

participated in worship. I 

am deeply grateful that 

with so many disasters this 

past year, Two Rivers 

selected CROSS Ministries 

as the recipient of the free 

will offering that evening. 

Also, attendees were 

asked to bring a personal 

hygiene item for our 

pantry. The response was 

terrific and we 

left that evening 

with toilet 

tissue, laundry 

soap, diapers, 

toothpaste, and 

other basic 

personal need 

items. 

December was 

also the first 

month of our 

“Adopt the 

CROSS Pantry” 

program. Thanks 

to Clifton 
Heights 
Presbyterian 
Church for being the first 

to Adopt, and delivered 

items twice this month. If 

you know of a group who 

might like to adopt the 

Food Pantry for one month 

in 2006, which includes 

collecting items and 

restocking the shelves, 

contact me at the church 

office at 515-279-8877. We 

invite civic groups, 

workplaces, and churches 

to participate. 

 
The Cottage Grove Presbyterian Church’s 

Sunday school choir sang at the Two Rivers 
Advent Celebration Sunday, December 11. 

families in 2005, the 

requests for assistance 

have far exceeded our 

ability to meet those needs. 

It is not uncommon to find 

families sleeping in their 

cars in the church parking 

lot when I arrive in the 

morning as they hope and 

pray for CROSS Ministries 

help. Gifts from our church, 

the faith community and 

grants when possible, 

makes a difference in the 

lives of these people. 
We received news that our 

grant request was selected 

by Prairie Meadows this 

year to receive a gift of 

$10,000. We will be able to 

assist approximately 100 

additional families with 

basic survival needs such as 

rent, shelter, utilities, 

transportation and personal 

hygiene items. Although we 

helped more than 1,000 

Thank you for supporting 

CROSS throughout 2005 

and know that your gifts 

are appreciated. 

May the peace of Christ be 

with you today, and in 

2006. 

– Roberta Victor 
CROSS Coordinator 
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Wishes for a Prosperous New Year 
   

 Presbytery of Des Moines 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
2400 86th St., Suite 20 

 

 

Urbandale, IA 50322-4306 
Phone: 515-276-4991 
Fax: 515-276-7596 
E-mail: 
pbycommunication@qwest.net
Editor: Kim Coulter 
General Presbyter: 
Rev. Philip W. Barrett 
Office Manager: Betty Dyer 
Coordinator of Sudanese 
Ministries: Rev. Goanar J. Chol 
Hunger Action Enabler: 
Nancy Lister-Settle 
Designated Missionary 
to El Salvador: Rev. Bob Cook 

The Wider Circle is published 
monthly by the Presbytery of Des 
Moines, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). To learn more about the 
Presbytery of Des Moines, 
contact the office or go online to 
www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org. 

Copy deadline is the last day of 
the month. Please submit articles 
in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format; digital images and photos 
are both acceptable. 

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 
www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org 
 

PREBYTERY OF DES MOINES 
OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
2400 86TH STREET, SUITE 20 
URBANDALE, IA 50322-4306 

The staff at the Presbytery of Des Moines 

wishes your congregation and families a 

Happy New Year! 

May your new year be... 

As joyous as a chorus of ringing bells, 

As warm as your grandmother's winter quilt, 

As light as a blazing fireplace, and, 

As peaceful as millions of snowflakes falling. 

 

mailto:pbycommunication@qwest.net
http://www.presbyteryofdesmoines.org/
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