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Women pastors in our 

presbytery were honored 

at the Nov. 14 meeting of 

the Presbytery of Des 

Moines, held at High-
land Park Presbyterian 
Church in Des Moines, 

in recognition of the 50th 

anniversary of the ordi-

nation of women to the 

ministry of the word and 

sacrament. Current serv-

ing pastors received 

handmade stoles made 

by Emily Seeger of 
First United Presbyte-
rian Church in Atlan-
tic, and the retired pas-

tors received books from 

the PC(USA). 

Presbytery Honors Women Pastors 

Phil’s Corner 
“O that 

you would 

tear open 

the heav-

ens and 

come 

down…!” 

“Comfort, O comfort my 

people...” 

In the past few weeks or 

months, how many of us 

have cried out words similar 

to these. They’re found in 

Isaiah 64:1 and 40:1, by 

the way. So many things 

seem to be happening in 

our personal and public 

lives that our anguish drives 

us to call out to God to 

come down – and come 

down now. 

Wait a minute – isn’t it Ad-

vent now, and isn’t this ex-

actly what we’re building up 

to on the 25th? 

In doing some research, I 

came across a column writ-

ten by Kris Haig, the Coor-

dinator for Spiritual Forma-

tion in our denominational 

offices. I’d like to share her 

words about this anguish 

and anticipation as ex-

pressed in Isaiah – and us. 
continued on page 2 
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Dianne Van Gorp, moderator of the Women’s Advocacy Taskforce 
(far right), presented the names of the honorees. Those recognized 
were (left to right): Rev. Beverly Leonard, HR; Rev. Cathy Allen 
(LeRoy, First); Rev. Barbara Nish (Clive, Heartland); Rev. Amy 
Miracle (Des Moines, Westminster); Rev. Tiare Mathison-Bowie 

(Newton, First); Rev. Kay Steddom (Audubon, First); Rev. Ann 
Rouse (Monroe); Rev. Patricia Jo Summers; Rev. Sara Speer 
Palmer, HR; Rev. Sue Babovec (Ottumwa, First); Rev. Linda 

O’Connell (Lucas, First); Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy (Des 
Moines, Westminster); and Rev. Kate Stangl (Ottumwa, East End). 

(Not pictured: Rev. Ane Fitzgerald, HR (Minnesota); Rev. Denise 
Group (Chariton, First); Rev. Kirsten Klepfer (Grinnell, First); 

and Rev. Jane Tetsuka (New Mexico). 
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Weekly Advent 
Prayers for 
Peace 
We need your help to sup-

port the Advent Prayer Ser-
vices for Peace, which will 

be held at Noon on Tues-

days in the month of De-

cember at the Catholic Pas-

toral Center, 601 Grand Ave. 

Leaders of more than six 

Christian denominations are 

inviting people of all faith 

traditions to join in these 

lunchtime services. They will 

be short (15-30 minutes) 

and will be led by Episcopal 

Bishop Alan Scarfe on Dec. 

5; United Methodist Bishop 

Gregory Palmer on Dec. 12; 

and Lutheran Bishop Phil 

Hougen on Dec. 19. 

On Nov. 27, denominational 

leaders in the Des Moines 

came together at a press 

conference to proclaim the 

centrality of peace in each 

of our denominations. Go to 

www.iaumc.org or 

www.dmdiocese.org for de-

tails of the event. Now, as 

Christians worldwide pre-

pare to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, the Prince of 

Peace, they are inviting us 

to join in these prayer ser-

vices for peace. It is impor-

tant that the services are 

well attended. 

– Des Moines Area Ecumeni-
cal Committee for Peace 

Rev. Zane K. Buxton, 7061 S. 

University Blvd., Ste. 206, 

Centennial, CO 80122 or 

zbuxton@att.net. 

Associate Pastor – Central 
Presbyterian Church, Athens, 
Ga. 
Someone who has a heart for 

Christ who can organize, 

lead, empower, teach and 

train. This one-half time posi-

tion works with education, 

membership and youth. The 

400-member church is lo-

cated in a college town. View 

the CIF at www.pcusa.org or 

www.athenscentralpres.org. 

Send PIF to Rich Dunham, 

160 Snapfinger Lane, Athens, 

GA 30605 or redunham 

@bellsouth.net. 

Shepherd – St. Andrews Pres-
byterian Church, Beulah, 
Mich. 
Fun-loving, mission-minded 

flock. See 

www.benziestandrews.com 

Directory of Development 
Operations – Montreat Con-
ference Center, N.C. 
A full-time position, duties 

include: manage clerical staff, 

office management, organize 

annual meetings of founda-

tion and special events, work 

with investment committee 

and Board committees, volun-

teer coordination, grant writ-

ing, campaign management, 

donor database management, 

and public relations events. 
Send cover letter, resume 

and three references to: John 

Richardson, Montreat Confer-

ence Center, P.O. Box 969, 

Nursery Attendant – Conve-
nant Presbyterian Church, 
West Des Moines 
An individual is needed to 

work in nursery on Wednes-

day evenings, Sunday morn-

ings and as needed. This 

part-time position is open to 

anyone 18 years or older 

and who has experience 

with children. Contact 

Gretchen Forristall, Director 

of Christian Growth, 515-

225-2254 or 

gretchenb@iowalink.com. 

President – Omaha Presby-
terian Seminary Foundation 
Person must have skills and 

passion to continue to grow 

the Foundation, work with 

people, present across the 

Church, and lead current 

programs as well as inspire 

new direction. For full de-

scription, see the Web site 

at: www.omaha-sem-

found.org, or call: 888-244-

6714, or write to: Omaha 

Presbyterian Seminary 

Foundation, 2120 S. 72nd 

St., Suite 630, Omaha, NE 

68124 

Interim Stated Clerk – Den-
ver Presbytery 
Full-time, one-year position 

to begin in March; election 

to full term possible. Pres-

bytery has 52 churches and 

two new church develop-

ments. Position description 

is online at: 

www.denverpresbytery.org. 

Salary commensurate with 

experience. Send resume to 

Montreat, NC 28757, or 

johnr@montreat.org. 

Deputy Executive Director for 
Communications and Funds 
Development, Louisville, Ky. 
General Assembly Council 

(GAC) is searching for a per-

son who’s primary responsibili-

ties are to: 

• conceptualize and lead an 

integrated communications 

and funds development pro-

gram 

• develop and implement bold 

but realistic goals with stra-

tegic and operational plans 

necessary to achieve them 

• provide effective communi-

cations support, both proac-

tive and reactive, to the 

Executive Director’s office 

and to the organization as a 

whole 

• optimize opportunities for 

synergistic working relation-

ships with the PC(USA) 

Foundation and others 

• contribute actively to a cul-

ture of collaboration, ac-

countability and responsive-

ness 

The leadership profile indi-

cates that candidates must be 

practicing Presbyterians with a 

theological as well as practical 

understanding of stewardship. 

Persons interested in being 

considered or who wish to 

suggest others for the position 

should contact Boardwalk Con-

sulting by e-mail at 

info@boardwalkconsulting.com 

or by phone (Sam Pettway or 

Employment Opportunities 



Moines, Battle Creek, Geene 

and Waterloo, Iowa. Howard 

and Ruth retired to Des 

Moines in 1990 and have 

lived at Calvin Community 

for the past six years. 

Memorial contributions can 

be made to the Calvin Com-

munity Good Samaritan Fund 

or to Westminster Presbyte-

rian Church. Condolences 

can be sent to Ruth 

Dukelow, their four daugh-

ters and families at: 4210 

Hickman Rd., Calvin Commu-

nity #258, Des Moines, IA 

50310-3333 

Rev. David Fitzsimmons, 
HR, died on Nov. 20, from 

complications of a stroke he 

suffered eighteen months 

ago. 

David came to us after retir-

ing from the Navy chap-

laincy, and participated in 

the life of Westminster Pres-

byterian Church in Des 

Moines. A memorial service 

for David was held Dec. 2, at 

Westminster Presbyterian 

Church. 

Donations may be made to 

Church World Service, 28606 

Phillips St., P.O. Box 968, 

Elkhart, IN 46515, 800-297-

1516, www.churchworld 

service.org/ or the National 

Arbor Society, www.arborday 

.org/shopping/donations/

ordergeneral.cfm. Condo-

lences can be sent to Jo 

Fitzsimmons and their family 

at 10409 N. W. Beaver Dr., 

Johnston, IA 50131. 

Please keep in your prayers 

the following: 

Rev. Marvin Potter, HR, 
will be undergoing radiation 

therapy for prostate cancer 

this month. 

Rev. Melvin Roblee, HR, 
interim pastor of First Pres-
byterian Church in Guth-
rie Center, suffered a stroke 

in November and is now in 

Younkers Rehab, Room 406. 

They are working with him 

and he has gotten some of 

his feeling back in his left 

arm and his sense of humor 

has returned! Mel has re-

quested that visiting be lim-

ited to weekends as the 

physical therapy is intensive 

and he is doing that most of 

the day during the week and 

when he is not he is resting. 

Phone calls are very welcome 

between 5:30-8:30 p.m. dur-

ing week. 

Rev. Howard Dukelow, 
HR, pastor of the Presbytery 

of Des Moines, died on Dec. 

4. A memorial service was 

held Dec. 9 at Westminster 

Presbyterian Church in Des 

Moines. 

Howard was an ordained 

Presbyterian minister and a 

graduate of the University of 

Dubuque and the Dubuque 

Theological Seminary. He and 

his wife Ruth, had been mar-

ried 65 years, and served 

congregations in Glen Ullin 

and Cando, North Dakota; 

Potosi, Wisconsin; and in 

Tipton, Missouri Valley, Des 

Rev. Bob Burnett, HR, is 
home recovering from knee 

surgery from mid-November. 

Rev. Tom Conrey, First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Perry, was deployed with the 

Air National Guard for the 

next 8 months. He is began 

training in Ft. McCoy, Wis. 

and is now at Camp Spector 

in Kuwait. To read more 

about his adventures, go 

online to his blog at: 

www.tomconrey.com/. 

Marian Farkuarh, of Wash-

ington, Iowa, passed away 

Nov. 10. She was instrumen-

tal in Sudanese mission and 

spoke the Nuer language. 

Don’t forget the men and 
women serving our coun-
try at home and abroad 
this Christmas season. Go 

to the Web and search on 

“send a message to the 

troops” to locate one of the 

many sites where you and 

your family can send a Christ-

mas blessing and message. 

Send Christmas greetings 
to missionaries. Very few of 

the nearly 300 

PC(USA) missionaries will be 

home for Christmas, but 

many will write Christmas 

letters to friends and support-

ers. At the Mission Connec-

tions Web site, 

www.pcusa.org/

missionconnections/, you can 

read their letters, hear of 

their joys and concerns, and 

send them your own Christ-

mas greetings. 

Prayers and Concerns 
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El Salvador 
mission trip 
scheduled 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church in Des Moines are 

planning a mission trip the 

first part of February 2007. 

Westminster has been work-

ing in partnership with the 

canton of San Francisco to 

provide solar energy to its 

residents. That project was 

finished and now they are 

looking to provide safe, ade-

quate drinking water and 

increase educational oppor-

tunities for their children. 

The February delegation will 

meet with the leaders of the 

canton to explore these pro-

jects while learning about 

the history and culture of 

this beautiful country. 

Westminster is part of a mis-

sion effort that is doing in-

credible work through the 

Des Moines Presbytery, none 

of which would be possible 

without the leadership of the 

Equipo Pastoral Comunitaria. 

This small group of local 

people guides mission work 

and has made tremendous 

strides for the residents. For 

details, visit 

www.oursisterparish.org. 

Interested in being part of 

the February delegation? 

Contact Lynda Albaugh by 

Dec. 20, at: 515-274-1534 or 

lalbaugh@west.pres.org. 



TUESDAY COURSES, 
JAN. 16, 7-9 P.M. 
• Exploring the Creation 

Story from A Jewish Per-

spective 

• An Introduction to the 

Muslim World 

• Symbols in Clay 

• Immigration: A Question 

of Faith 

• Finishing Well – A Medical 

and Legal Perspective 

TUESDAY COURSES, 
JAN. 23, 7-9 P.M. 
• The Third Gospel with the 

Third World 

• Commandments of the 

Lord: How the Mitzvot are 

Organized 

• An Examination of the 

Religion Clauses in the 

First Amendment 

• Finishing Well: Religious 

Perspectives – A panel of 

religious leaders 

COMBINED COURSES, 
JAN. 16 & 23, 7-9 P.M. 
• Music Diversity Workshop 

(Jan. 16) and Music 

within the Jewish Tradi-

tion (Jan. 23) 

• Youth and Media: Chal-

lenges and Opportunity 

for Parents and Family 

• Spanish Conversation for 

Fun and Friendship 

• Contemporary Perspec-

tives on Spirituality and 

Health 

• Enneagram 

nic heritage project; and 

performing arts events and 

companies. 

Local governments and 

their subsidiaries, tribal 

councils, and nonprofit, 
tax-exempt organiza-
tions are eligible for cash-

match awards that range 

from $1,000 to $25,000 to 

fund salary support for new 

and/or enhanced positions. 

Applications are available at 

www.culturalaffairs.org. For 

more information, contact 

Riki Saltzman at: 

riki.saltzman@iowa.gov or 

515-242-6195. 

Last February, the Depart-

ment of Cultural Affairs re-

ceived 69 ICCG applications 

requesting $1,166,057 and 

awarded 17 of them 

$225,000 for arts, historical 

and cultural programs in 12 

Iowa communities 

(www.culturalaffairs.org/

media/dca_press_releases 

/2006/community-cultural-

grant-awards.htm). 

Art Projects Grant Applications Available 
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The Iowa Department of 

Cultural Affairs (DCA) is 

responsible for developing 

the state’s interest in the 

areas of the arts, history 

and other cultural matters 

with the advice and assis-

tance from its two divisions: 

the State Historical Society 

of Iowa and the Iowa Arts 

Council. The DCA preserves, 

researches, interprets and 

promotes an awareness and 

understanding of local, 

state and regional history 

and stimulates and encour-

ages the study and presen-

tation of the performing and 

fine arts and public interest 

and participation in them. It 

implements tourism-related 

art and history projects as 

directed by the general as-

sembly and designs a com-

prehensive, statewide, long-

range plan with the assis-

tance of the Iowa Arts 

Council to develop the arts 

in Iowa. 
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Communities and organiza-

tions across Iowa applying 

for Fiscal Year 2008 (July 1, 

2007 – June 30, 2008) Iowa 

Community Cultural Grants 

(ICCG) must have their ap-

plications in the Iowa Arts 

Council (IAC) offices by 

4:30 p.m. Feb. 1, 2007. IAC 

is located on the Third Floor 

West at the State Historical 

Building, 600 E. Locust 

Street, Des Moines, Iowa 

50319. 

The ICCG program encour-

ages strong cultural growth 

and development through-

out the state and provides 

matching grants to support 

organizations and projects 

that provide lasting employ-

ment for Iowans while also 

enhancing Iowa’s artistic, 

cultural and historical re-

sources. Projects include 

but are not limited to mu-

seum exhibits, historic res-

toration and archeology 

projects; folklife and other 

festivals; public art or eth-

Jewish Federation and St. 

Joseph Educational Center 

are offering courses for your 

midwinter fellowship and 

educational enjoyment. 

Courses begin Tuesdays 

evenings at 7 p.m. and run 

until 9 p.m., Jan. 16 & 23. 

Please note that the regis-

tration cost for this year’s 

Grow in faith. Explore other 

faith traditions. Nurture your 

spirituality and health. 

Come join our interfaith 

educational opportunities on 

Jan. 16 & 23 at Dowling 

High School, 1400 Buffalo 

Road in West Des Moines. 

The Des Moines Area Reli-

gious Council (DMARC), the 

Registration cost is only $20 

(regardless of whether you 

attend one or both nights). 

The list of courses is on the 

left side of this page. If you 

have questions or would 

like to attend, call the 

DMARC office at 515-277-

6969 or e-mail 

info@dmreligious.org. 

January Thaw is Coming! 
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In preparation for the December issue of The Wider Circle, 

pastors in our presbytery were asked to answer one of the 

following questions and to reflect on memorable holiday ex-

periences. There were enough responses to fill two pages! 

Enjoy the following memories: 

What is your favorite holiday tradition? Egg nog! With 

good “stuff” in it. And carol singing in groups. 

What was your least favorite holiday tradition? Rice 

pudding 

What is your most memorable Christmas gift? “The 

Showboat”... a replica of a sternwheeler that actually is a 

puppet theatre to put on plays with cardboard standups. 

What is your main focus at Christmas time? My open-

ness to Christ’s continual birth/rebirth within me. 

What is your favorite Christmas decoration? A minia-

ture ferry boat like the ones on Puget Sound. 

What lessons have you learned from the holidays? 
They never measure up to our cultural ideals… 

What is your oddest Christmas memory? Being in New 

Zealand, where it was summer, and helping my mother make 

a Christmas tree out of chicken wire and green crepe paper. 

How are you going to make a difference this holiday? 
Reach out to new friends. 

Have you every skipped out on Christmas? No. 

How do you deal with holiday stress? Read reflective 

stories, read reflectively 

– Rev. Steve Mathison-Bowie, 
First Presbyterian Church, Newton 

One of my favorite holiday traditions was when my fam-

ily always spent Christmas Eve gathering for a meal and ex-

change of gifts. First, I remember it being at my Grandpa 

Jensen’s home. Then it moved to my parents when Grandpa 

died. Then to my sister’s home when my parents died. So 

when I moved to El Salvador, I was a bit sad that I would 

miss the tradition of family reunion and exchange. Well, I 

still miss it, but I have discovered a new one that nourishes 

my spirit and gives me something to look forward to. 

It is the tradition called the Posada. There are several of 

them, but I always go to the Canton Alejandria to participate 

in the one held there. On Christmas Eve we gather at the 

home of Cecilia who lives in the canton. There are at least 30 

to 40 people, and at 6 p.m. we walk by candle light singing 

Pastors’ Reflections from Our Presbytery 
as we go to the home of Balmore 

and Blanca. Many walk with no 

shoes just because they have no 

shoes. The poverty is obvious in 

the living conditions of everyone 

in the canton. I always think of Jesus as having “no place to 

lay his head” so the ambience fits the reality of Christ’s life 

and thus of Christmas. 

We arrive at Blanca and Balmore’s home which is about a 

quarter kilometer walk from Cecilia’s home. It is shut up and 

dark. Those who walked from Cecilia’s home begin to sing, 

and some of them have beautiful singing voices. Opera 

comes to mind when I hear them. The music conveys a mes-

sage that Mary needs a place to give birth and asks for those 

inside to open the door. The response from inside is there is 

no room for her. The musical exchange goes on for some 

minutes with those outside pleading for a place for Mary and 

those inside singing to go away. Then the doors open to a 

candle-lit room full of Christmas decorations and a large 

manger scene. As many as can enter, but given the number 

of people for the size of room, the participants spill out into 

the small garden area in front of the home. A celebration of 

the Word is held and a Rosary said. Then everyone enjoys 

chicken tamales and coffee. There are no gifts exchanged. 

The Posada, participation by friends and family, and the cele-

bration of Jesus’ birth is the gift. 

– Rev. Robert Cook, HR, El Salvador 

My wife, Jen and I have a Christmas tradition of going 

to the movies on Christmas day. Doesn’t have a lot to do 

with Christmas. But we like being together, just the two of us 

away from the crowds and doing something a little out of the 

ordinary. 

But my most memorable Christmas gift was when we 

had our first Christmas together. Jen bought me a new 

router. I spent the entire week in the garage making scraps. 

I had a blast. 

Rev. Eric Keller, 
Clifton Heights Presbyterian Church, Des Moines 

My oddest Christmas memory is finding a package under 

the tree addressed to me but containing a hammer. I had not 

asked for a hammer, and I wondered what was going on. My 

husband, Verle, then informed me that his mother and 

(Continued on page 8) 



way that Christmas went. I was glad that the family got to 

spend a longer time with grandparents that they did not al-

ways get to see. That made me happy. Christmas Eve was 

not empty, just different. I found that instead of being 

lonely, I thought more about what Christmas meant in a reli-

gious sense. It helped separate the spiritual and secular em-

phases of the holiday. It is a Christmas that I always remem-

ber, because I had never had a Christmas like that before, or 

since. 

– Rev. Lynn Williams, 
First Presbyterian Church, Grimes 

My favorite Christmas decoration is probably the oldest 

one in our house. It is a crèche that we still set up every 

year. This same nativity scene is one that my parents used 

when we were growing up. This particular set we were al-

lowed to handle. Because of that, one of the sheep is missing 

a leg, and Jesus himself is missing an arm. Over the years, 

some of the pieces have been lost and needed to be re-

placed. Who ever heard of the two wise men? 

And still, this allowed us in a very special way to get close to 

the story. Even now, over forty years later, the setting up of 

this crèche is a very special moment in our Christmas season. 

– Rev. David Endriss, 
Trinity United Presbyterian Church, Indianola 

What is your oddest Christmas memory? As a child I 

lived in a small town in southeastern Kentucky, in the moun-

tains. The Christmas “tradition” in Whitesburg was that on 

Christmas Eve – at night – Santa Claus would ride around the 

whole town on the back of one of the town’s fire engines and 

pass out Christmas candy. I guess that wasn’t so odd, except 

for the fact that my father was pastor at the Presbyterian 

church, and the manse was located near the top of one of 

the hills that surrounded the town. It was our family tradition 

to spend Christmas Eve with family and friends both before 

and after Christmas Eve services, and we’d sit out on the 

porch watching for Santa Claus, and seeing the fire truck 

with its lights and Santa Claus travel across town and even-

tually arrive in our neighborhood near the end of the eve-

ning. Santa arriving in your neighborhood was always a big 

deal as the truck usually stopped and there was singing and 

visiting and lots of candy. And when the stop was over, and 

Santa was rolling on to the next neighborhood, I always 

waited and wondering if perhaps Jesus was coming by in one 

of the town police cars. 

– Rev. David Stipp-Bethune, 
Park Avenue Presbyterian Church, Des Moines 
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grandmother both had their own per-

sonal hammer, and he thought I 

might like one too. That way I would 

always have one handy in the kitchen 

and would not have to borrow one 

from him. 

Though I was very surprised, I have 

found that the hammer has come in 

handy many times during our 43 

years of marriage. It is always in the drawer, in its own spot, 

waiting to be used whenever I need it. No one else bothers it, 

but I use it quite often. Sometimes a husband knows what his 

wife needs better than she does, but a word of advice: Don’t 

buy your wife a hammer for Christmas. Any other time of the 

year is fine, but not at Christmas. Believe me, that day will 

never be forgotten. 

Rev. Pat Summers, Newton 

What is your favorite holiday tradition(s)? We always 

enjoyed the Christmas caroling when we took the youth and/or 

the young adults Christmas caroling. Also, the Christmas can-

tatas were special for the congregations when the choirs pre-

sented them. And the candle-light service on Christmas Eve 

was so impressive and a joyful climax for the Christmas cele-

bration! 

– Rev. Dr. Marvin & Margery Potter, HR, Newton  

Have I ever skipped out on Christmas? One of the things 

that I have learned as a pastor is that it is normally expected 

that a pastor will be present at his or her congregation on 

Christmas Eve for Christmas Eve worship services. Sometimes 

this can be a little challenging for pastors and families. We 

want to go “over the river and through the woods” to Grand-

mother’s house for Christmas like everyone else, but some-

times a pastor’s schedule delays that kind of a trip. 

One year my family and I decided that we would go different 

directions for the Christmas holidays. The kids were getting 

out of school several days before Christmas Day. Because of 

the way the calendar and church services fell together, the 

kids would lose several days from the time that they would be 

visiting grandparents. So we decided, that if I was okay with it, 

the family would leave after school dismissed for vacation and 

go to visit grandparents. This would enable them to have a 

longer time with grandparents and we would not be together 

as a family in our own home. I would remain at home to con-

duct Christmas Eve services. 

So, the family took off, and I was alone on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day. I was pleased to find that I was okay with the 
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before I could make any calls 

therefore the Rev. Michael 

Chot Lul who is serving the 

Government of South Sudan 

as Deputy Secretary general 

for the Government of the 

South included my name in 

the meeting in Pieri. 

In the Pieri meeting the Suda-

nese communities appreciated 

and thanked the Presbytery of 

Des Moines, the Missouri 

River Valley Presbytery and 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

for supporting this new mis-

sion program. 

There was excitement first on 

the part of churches who 

were sending me for the first 

time and on the part of the 

Sudanese church members 

and also the community lead-

ers who were very happy to 

see that the PC(USA) is sup-

porting Sudanese community 

members. 

The Associate moderator 

Rev. Peter Makuac Nyak 

and his officers had a warm 

welcome and appreciated the 

support the PC(USA) has con-

tinued to offer the Presbyte-

rian Church of Sudan before, 

during and after the two wars 

in South Sudan and men-

tioned that this relationship 

will continue because the two 

churches have very strong 

relations. 

“We are glad to see you Rev. 

Goanar and we are very 

happy to see that the Presby-

terian Church (U.S.A.) sup-

ports our community in the 

United States,” stated Mod-

“Nyuak Pini Kuoth” is the new 

name that has been given to 

the Sudan mission and it 

means “Sharing God’s Water.” 

This name was not given at 

the time of my mission trip, 

Sept. 20 to Nov. 8, but ema-

nated from the reception given 

to me by the Sudan commu-

nity welcoming the initiative. 

During the meetings, the visit 

was welcomed as “one of the 

most important” among the 

projects in the area because of 

the desperate need for water. 

First, there were small meet-

ings with Presbyterian Church 

leaders in Nairobi, Kenya and 

Juba, the capitol of South Su-

dan. Then, a long meeting 

that took place, Oct. 18 in 

Pieri, Wuror (Uror) County 

(inside South Sudan) in the 

state of Jonglei. This meeting 

was well attended by chiefs, 

spiritual and government lead-

ers including the Deputy Gov-

ernor of the State. They came 

from as far away as Khartoum, 

the capitol of Sudan (about 

500 miles away), Juba, 

Malakal, and Bor, capitol of 

Jonglei. 

The Vice President of South 

Sudan, Dr. Riek Machar 
Teny Dhurgon was supposed 

to attend, but had to cancel 

due to the ongoing peace talks 

between the Ugandan govern-

ment and Rebels of the Lord’s 

Resistance Army (LRA) that he 

chairs in Juba. 

In Nairobi Kenya, the anticipa-

tion was so high and the news 

spread to Juba, South Sudan 

erator Peter Makuac, the 

associate moderator who is 

listed in our 2007 Mission 

Year Book on page 322. Rev. 

Makuac emphasized, “We are 

glad the Presbyterian Church 

is now sending Sudanese to 

do the mission they have 

initiated in 1889 that shows 

they did not forget us.” 

Sudanese were very glad, not 

only to see me come back, 

but that the PC(USA) is inter-

ested in supporting them 

again after the peace. Espe-

cially the vice President of 

South Sudan Dr. Riek, who 

welcomed me in his offices in 

Juba South Sudan. 

It was not possible to see the 

President of South Sudan and 

Vice President of the Repub-

lic of the Sudan, Salva Kiir 
Mayardit. Unfortunately he 

was not available due to his 

heavy schedule at the time. 

War devastated the country 

and all the infrastructure was 

destroyed, including churches 

and schools. Though there is 

high optimism about peace, 

the Sudanese are worried 

about the eruption of a 

heavy fight in Malakal, capi-

tol of the Upper Nile state 

where my elder brother, 

David K. Chol (who was 

blinded during the war and 

could not get a chance for 

treatment), lives. The heavy 

fighting took place Nov. 27-

30. While I write this report, 

I am nervous and do not 

continued on page 16 

Sudanese Update: “Nyak Pini Kuoth” 
Just a few of the photos from 

Rev. Goanar Chol’s recent 
trip to Sudan, Africa. 



CONGREGATIONAL VISIT 
PLAN INPUT REQUESTED 
A plan is being developed 

that will give the General 

Assembly Council staff, in 

Louisville, Ky., a guide for 

congregational visits. There 

are times when congrega-

tions ‘drop in’, or request a 

visit, or be intentionally 

invited to visit the Louisville 

staff. So, the national office 

is considering including a 

plan that might propose an 

annual, or semi-annual 

“open house.” 

In order to develop an ef-

fective plan they need your 

input. Over the next two 

week please give some 

thought to this, and ask 

your congregation, why 

might they want to visit the 

GAC staff in Louisville? Who 

would you want to talk 

with? What would you want 

to learn? Would a congrega-

tion what to learn about the 

wide variety of mission pro-

grams nationally and inter-

nationally? Would they want 

to learn about the financial 

structure of the denomina-

tion or about new re-

sources? 

If you would like to partici-

pate in this conversation 

please join the Presbyterian 

Communicators Network 

bulletin board at: http://

pcn.forumsplace.com. Your 

input and ideas are needed. 

TRIENNIUM SMALL GROUP 
LEADERS NEEDED 
The Small Group Ministry 

team for the 2007 Presbyte-

rian Youth Triennium cur-

rently has 70 great folks 

signed up to be small group 

leaders. However, they are 

looking for 180 more folks 

that have the gift of small 

group leadership to serve for 

the Triennium next summer, 

July 17-23. The persons sim-

ply needs to be 22 years or 

older, love youth and have a 

sense of call for this type of 

ministry! For more details go 

to the Web site at: 

www.presbyterianyouth 

triennium.org/ or 

www.pcusa.org/

youthministry/. Contact the 

Small Group Ministry Team 

2007 PYT Correspondence 

Coordinator Mark Hutton at: 

kram121sp@msn.com. 

A JOINT STATEMENT BY LEAD-
ERS OF AMERICAN JEWISH 
RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS AND 
THE PC (USA) 
Dec. 4, 2006 

Contact: Jay Rock 

888-728-7228, ext. 5289, 

jrock@ctr.pcusa.org 

As we met together on No-

vember 29, 2006, at the 

Presbyterian Center in Louis-

ville, Kentucky, we gave 

thanks to God for life and 

sustenance and recalled with 

joy our shared role as people 

of God who bring a unique 

and vital perspective to a 

world marked by secularism 

and fundamentalisms of vari-

ous kinds. We share a pro-

phetic tradition, with a com-

mon calling to the healing of 

the world. Our sacred texts 

put before us a number of 

shared values, such as re-

spect for the dignity of each 

human person, compassion, 

seeking God’s truth, nurtur-

ing caring communities, and 

seeking justice for all. 

We give thanks to God for 

bringing us to a “new season 

of dialogue and understand-

ing,” as the words from this 

year’s PC(USA)’s General 

Assembly resolution on Is-

raeli-Palestinian peace in-

vited us to do. We believe 

that we have taken a signifi-

cant turn at this meeting 

toward just such a time of 

renewed engagement. 

Since the days before the 

American Revolution, Pres-

byterians and Jews have 

lived together in this country 

and worked together for the 

common good. In the spirit 

of that history, at this meet-

ing we renewed our partner-

ship in a number of ways: 

• We initiated an ongoing 

national consultation 

among our communities. 

• We decided to undertake 

an effort to bring together 

congregations of the Re-

form, Conservative, and 

Reconstructionist Jewish 

Movements with Presbyte-

rian congregations in a 

number of areas of the 

country for fellowship and 

study, and to support con-

gregations already en-

gaged with one another. 

continued on page 11 

IRS Announces 
2007 Standard 
Mileage Rates 
Beginning Jan. 1, 2007, 

the standard mileage 

rates for the use of a car 

(including vans, pickups 

or panel trucks) will be: 

• 48.5 cents per mile for 

business miles driven; 

• 20 cents per mile driven 

for medical or moving 

purposes; and 

• 14 cents per mile driven 

in service to a charitable 

organization. 

The new rate for business 

miles compares to a rate 

of 44.5 cents per mile for 

2006. The new rate for 

medical and moving pur-

poses compares to 18 

cents in 2006. The pri-

mary reasons for the 

higher rates were higher 

prices for vehicles and 

fuel during the year end-

ing in October. 

Internal Revenue Service’s 

Revenue Procedure 2006-
49 contains additional 

information on these stan-

dard mileage rates 

(www.irs.gov/pub/irs-

drop/rp-06-49.pdf.) 
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• We agreed to join to-

gether in public policy 

efforts on crucial issues of 

our day, beginning with 

advocacy for an increase 

in the minimum wage. To 

this end, we will also ex-

plore fresh ways to work 

together on immigration 

issues, the situation in 

Darfur, and other justice 

concerns. 

The major focus of our day 

together, however, was on 

issues related to Israel and 

the Palestinian Territories, 

and the long search for 

peace, justice, and security 

for the people who live 

there. We discussed in 

depth actions of the 217th 

General Assembly (2006) of 

the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) relating to Israeli-

Palestinian peace, and the 

concerns of the Jewish com-

munity regarding their inter-

pretation and implementa-

tion by the church. That 

assembly affirmed what 

have been the consistent 

positions of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), and also 

introduced a “turn” in cer-

tain policies concerning Is-

rael and the Palestinians. 

We agreed to make every 

effort to articulate our posi-

tions as clearly and as faith-

fully as possible as we move 

forward. Together, we wel-

comed the potential for 

working together invited by 

those General Assembly 

actions. We discussed 

frankly and openly our dif-

ferent perceptions of the 

situation in the region and 

found some ways to begin 

working together in this area 

that has most divided us in 

the past. 

Together, we affirm that 

peace for Israel and the Pal-

estinians should be built on 

the foundations of security, 

justice, and the establish-

ment of two viable states. 

Our specific approaches to 

peace differ, but we believe 

that we can, and must, be 

strong advocates together—

and together with other 

Christian and Muslim col-

leagues—for a renewed 

peace process. 

We fully intend to work to-

gether for peace in the Mid-

dle East with other Jewish, 

Christian, and Muslim lead-

ers. Together, we affirm the 

statement of the National 

Inter-religious Leadership 

Initiative for Middle East 

Peace, which will be issued 

as one part of renewed ef-

forts for peace as the new 

Congress convenes at the 

end of this year. 

Moreover, because we think 

economic development and 

peacemaking in Israel and 

the Palestinian Territories are 

crucial to the success of the 

peace process, we will be 

assessing a variety of Israeli 

and Palestinian organizations 

and projects that can then be 

recommended with confi-

dence to our congregations 

for their involvement and 

support. 

From these small steps, we 

pray that God will lead us to 

other creative joint efforts, 

and help us build a road to 

mutual understanding, coop-

eration, and peace for a re-

gion and a world desperately 

in need of it. 

From Rev. Clifton 
Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of 

the General Assembly, PC
(USA); Rabbi Jerome Epstein, 
Executive Vice-President, The 
United Synagogue of Conser-

vative Judaism; Dr. Carl 
Sheingold, Executive Vice-

President, Jewish Reconstruc-
tionist Federation; Rabbi Eric 

Yoffie, President, Union for 
Reform Judaism 

BOP RAISES SOME RATES, 
BUT NOT MEDICARE SUPPLE-
MENT DUES 
Nov. 6, 2006 

by Jerry L. Van Marter and 

Jennifer Schoettle, Board of 

Pensions 

LOUISVILLE – Bowing to 

market pressures, the 

PC(USA) Board of Pensions 

(BOP) has approved sub-

scription increases for some 

of its medical benefits begin-

ning in January, but has left 

dues for its Medicare Supple-

ment program unchanged 

from 2006. 

At its Oct. 21 meeting in 

Charlotte, N.C., the board 

increased Medical Continua-

tion dues 5.7% – from $265 

to $280 per participant for 

those enrolled prior to 1987, 

and from $450 to $476 per 

participant for those enrolled 

in 1987 and later. 

continued on page 12 

Christmas Gift 
Giving Made 
Easy! 
Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance has been receiving 

numerous requests for sug-

gestions for alternative giv-

ing markets and fairs. They 

have posted several needs 

on the PDA Web site: 

www.pcusa.org/pda/tools/

alternativegiving2006.htm, 

with giving suggested units 

appropriate for alternative 

giving opportunities. A 

downloadable brochure in 

PDF format is also on the 

Web as well as gift cards if 

giving in honor or memory 

of someone. 

Designated financial sup-

port for any of the disasters 

PDA is responding to can 

be made online through the 

PDA Web site http://

pcusa.org/pda/donate/

accounts.htm, by calling 

PresbyTel at 800-872-3283; 

or by mailing a check pay-

able to Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to: Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.), Central 

Receiving Services, 100 

Witherspoon Street, Louis-

ville, KY 40202-1396. 

Please specify the desig-

nated giving account num-

ber with your gift. 
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Youth Challenged 
to Stir It Up! 
In 2006, Presbyterian Church 

youth groups raised almost 

$930,000 for charities 

throughout the country and 

around the world through 

Souper Bowl of Caring. 

Over 2,300 groups have al-

ready registered to participate 

in the event on Feb. 4. “We’re 

asking Presbyterian youth to 

‘Stir it Up’ and raise $1.4 mil-

lion for charity through the 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2007,” 

said Gina Yeager-Buckley, 

director of youth ministries at 

the PC(USA). “To meet the 

goal, we need 3,600 Presby-

terian churches to register 

and participate.” The Souper 

Bowl of Caring has set a na-

tionwide goal of $8 million for 

2007. 

To be counted in the national 

totals each group must regis-

ter their participation at the 

Web site: 

www.souperbowl.org/. Each 

registrant receives a free re-

source kit with all the materi-

als needed to plan and pro-

mote their event. Groups are 

asked to report collection to-

tals to the Souper Bowl of 
Caring following the event so 

the nationwide impact of 

youth helping hungry 

neighbors can be announced 

and celebrated. Contact 

Dianne Lewis at: 803-609-

2520. 

It also voted an 8.8% in-

crease for early retirees 

who are covered by the 

Affiliated Benefits Program 

(ABP) and are not yet eligi-

ble for Medicare, from $720 

to $783 per participant. 

At their July 15, 2006 meet-

ing in Philadelphia, the di-

rectors voted to increase 

Medical Plan dues by 0.5% 

and for ABP active and con-

tinuation members by 

8.8%, effective January 1, 

2007. 

The last Medical Plan dues 

increase was in 2005. Op-

tional Dental Program dues 

for DMO (Dental Mainte-

nance Organization) partici-

pants will increase 4.9% in 

2007. Dues for PPO 

(Preferred Provider Organi-

zation) and Indemnity 

(Passive PPO) participants 

will remain unchanged from 

2006 to 2007. 

A special open enrollment 

for Optional Dental benefits 

is underway until Nov. 17. 

For new members, the stan-

dard first-year service limi-

tations will be waived. A 36-

month waiting period still 

applies to orthodontia cov-

erage. 

During this special open 

enrollment, there will be no 

coverage restrictions (other 

than for orthodontia) for 

anyone who enrolls or adds 

dependents. The restriction 

is being lifted to encourage 

higher levels of participa-

tion. 

Medicare prescription 
drug benefit (Part D) 
subsidy renewed 

After a successful applica-

tion for and implementation 

of the Medicare Part D sub-

sidy arrangement in 2006, 

the BOP has received ap-

proval to participate in the 

program again in 2007. 

As in 2006, the board sug-

gests that Medicare Supple-

ment members continue to 

rely on the BOP’s Medicare 

Supplement for their pre-

scription drug coverage 

rather than enroll in a Medi-

care Part D plan because 

the board’s plan is, on aver-

age, better than those pro-

vided by any Medicare drug 

program offering the mini-

mum standard benefit. 

BOP Medicare Supplement 

subscribers who join a 

Medicare drug plan cannot 

take advantage of the 

board’s prescription drug 

benefits under the Medicare 

Supplement. 

Pre-certification for 
bariatric surgery cover-
age added 

A pre-certification require-

ment for bariatric surgery 

performed to treat morbid 

obesity has been added to 

the Medical Plan, effective 

Jan. 1, 2007. 

As the obesity rate in the 

U.S. population has in-

creased, so has the popu-

larity of various bariatric 

surgeries, of which gastric 

bypass is the most com-

mon. This surgery carries 

both physical and psycho-

logical risks, pointed out the 

BOP’s Healthcare Commit-

tee. 

The pre-certification proc-

ess, the Board said, will 

ensure that members who 

elect to have bariatric sur-

gery receive adequate pre-

surgical counseling and 

post-surgical follow-up care, 

thereby improving patient 

safety and clinical out-

comes. 

Smoking cessation pro-
gram changed 

The board has replacing the 

discontinued Highmark Blue 

Cross Blue Shield 

“Smokeless” smoking-

cessation program with the 

Mayo Clinic’s “Tobacco 

Quitline.” Effective Oct. 1, 

members enrolled in 

“Smokeless” were being 

transitioned to the new pro-

gram. 

The Mayo Clinic Tobacco 

Quitline provides phone-

based counseling, sched-

uled at the member's con-

venience; customized edu-

cational materials that sup-

port individual treatment 

plans; personalized counsel-

ing sessions over a six-

month period; and, when 

appropriate, fully covered 

over-the-counter nicotine 

replacement therapies, 

along with coverage for 

continued on page 13 
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STATED MEETING HOST IS 
NEEDED 
Can your church host the 

Presbytery of Des Moines’ 

stated meeting for Nov. 13, 

2007? If your congregation 

would like to help with this 

ministry to the Presbytery, 

contact Stated Clerk, Rev. 
Phil Barrett at: 515-276-

4991 or pby1@qwest.net. 

Thanks! 

CHURCH FORMS DUE ASAP 
Please be sure to get your 

church forms turned in to 

the Presbytery office as 

soon as possible. 

1. 2007 General Mission 

Pledge form 

2. 2007 Church Staff Infor-

mation form (pink) 

3. 2007 Additional Church 

Personnel Information 

form (yellow) 

4. 2007 Report of Changes 

in Ministerial Calls form 

(green) 

5. 2007 Church Loan Update 

form as of 12/31/06 

(blue). 

Thank you for your quick 

turn around on these docu-

ments! 

– Betty Dyer, 
Office Manager 

OTHER INFORMATION 
Interested in training for 

some interim ministries? 

A Regional Training for In-

terim Ministry Event will be 

held at the Mercy Center in 

St. Louis, Mo., April 23-27. 

An interim Executive Train-

ing Event will also be held 

at the Mercy Center Novem-

ber 2-5. 

Information and registration 

forms about either of these 

events are available in the 

Presbytery Office or at 

kristi@lincolntrails.org. 

LEE INSURANCE CHANGES 
AGENTS 
Most churches receiving 

renewal notices are already 

aware of the change in our 

insurance agent. Diane 

Thiering has moved to an-

other sector in Lee Insur-

ance. Donna Garwood is 

our new Customer Service 

Agent for the Presbytery of 

Des Moines. If you have 

questions concerning your 

insurance coverage, you 

can contact Donna at: 800-

225-9252 or dgarwood@ 

leeinsure.com. 

Presbytery Happenings 

Mark Your Calendars! 2007 Holidays and Stated Meetings 
for the Presbytery of Des Moines 
Monday, Jan. 1 & 2 – New Year’s Day (Presbytery Office closed) 

Saturday, Jan. 20 – Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church in Dallas Center 

Friday, April 6 – Good Friday (Presbytery Office closed) 

Tuesday, May 15 – Presbytery Meeting, Covenant Presbyterian Church 
in West Des Moines 

Monday, May 28 – Memorial Day (Presbytery Office closed) 

Tuesday, July 3 & Wednesday, July 4 – Independence Day 
(Presbytery Office closed) 

Saturday, Aug. 18 – Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church in Des Moines 

Monday, Sept. 3 – Labor Day (Presbytery Office closed) 

Tuesday, Nov. 13 – Presbytery Meeting TBD 

Thursday, Nov. 22 & Friday, Nov. 23 – Thanksgiving Day (Presbytery Office closed) 

Monday, Dec. 24 through Wednesday, Jan. 2 – Christmas and New Year’s break 
(Presbytery Office closed) 

Attend the 
Eastside Cluster 
Christmas Dinner 
The Annual Eastside Cluster 

Christmas Dinner is being held 

on Christmas Day, Monday, 

Dec. 25, from 11:30 a.m. until 

1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church in Des Moines. 

Come share a meal at our ta-

ble with us. The primary pur-

pose is a family-style sit down 

meal. It will be served at the 

St. Joseph’s Gym, 3300 Easton 

Boulevard in Des Moines. East-

side shut-ins may call 515-266-

5284 for home delivery. 

This meal is sponsored by the 

Eastside Cluster of Churches: 

Capitol Hill Christian Church 

First Presbyterian Church 

Sheridan Park United Methodist 

Church 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

and volunteers from various 

denominations. 
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on the Presbytery’s Web 

site and must be filled out 

first in order to attend. To 

start the application proc-

ess, go online to: 

www.presbyteryofdes 

moines.org/resources.htm 

or contact Registrar Lisa 
Whitmarsh Peterson for 

details at: Lefty-

Lizard@juno.com. 

Cost is $399.00 per partici-

pant to attend. For confer-

ence details check out the 

newly updated Web site at: 

www.presbyterianyouth 

triennium.org. More info 

about the Presbytery dele-

The Presbytery of Des 

Moines application process 

is in full swing for the Pres-

byterian Youth Triennium, 

held July 17-22, at Purdue 

University in West 

Lafayette, Indiana. 

Both adult and youth appli-

cation forms are available 

Youth Triennium, A Chance of a Lifetime 

A couple of folks from the 

Presbytery have mentioned 

a recent decision of our 

General Assembly’s Perma-

nent Judicial Commission 

(GAPJC) to me and sug-

gested that its results might 

be of interest to the Presby-

tery. This remedial case (a 

case involving process, not 

persons) came out of Heart-

land Presbytery (Kansas 

City area) and it involved 

the process of examining 

persons being considered 

for ordination and/or instal-

lation. 

The GAPJC found that the 

Grace Covenant Presbyte-

rian Church of Overland 

Park, Kansas, had know-

ingly elected a woman as 

an elder whom the session 

had good reason to believe 

was a homosexual. 

I need to stop here to re-

mind us that, as long as a 

person follows the require-

ment of “chastity in single-

ness” delineated in Section 

G-6.0106b of the Book of 
Order, he or she can be 

ordained, regardless of sex-

ual orientation. 

At any rate, the issue here 

was whether the session 

had reasonable cause for 

further inquiry of all the 

elders-elect, not just this 

one person, were willing to 

uphold all the standards for 

ordination and installation. 

The GAPJC found that there 

was reasonable cause for 

such an inquiry and directed 

that presbytery’s Permanent 

Judicial Commission (PJC) 

to explore ways to resolve 

this situation including re-

view by the presbytery of 

the process used by the 

Grace Covenant church in 

examining persons for ordi-

nation and/or installation. 

Included in this review 

would be when it was done 

in accordance with our de-

nomination’s Constitution. 

Why is this important for us 

now? Because, even though 

this case came to the 

GAPJC in 2005, thus prior to 

this past summer’s General 

Assembly, it gives a glimpse 

into the GAPJC’s thinking on 

this whole area of examin-

ing persons for ordination 

and installation. This proc-

ess, as addressed in Rec-

ommendation #5 of the 

General Assembly Theologi-

cal Task Force on Peace, 

Unity and Purity of the 

Church, has been a major 

area of focus, misunder-

standing, misinformation 

and debate ever since the 

Assembly’s action. While 

this decision by the GAPJC 

may not fully address all the 

thinking and concerns in 

this area, it does give us an 

idea of what might be re-

quired for adherence to 

ordination standards and 

examination processes. 

This is a (relatively) brief 

synopsis of the action and 

decision. I will be glad to 

talk with any of you if fur-

ther clarification and infor-

mation is needed. 

Yours in Christ, 
Philip W. Barrett. 

Stated Clerk 

A Note From the Stated Clerk 

Helping Hurting 
Kids? 
When you can only see the 

outside… how do you get to 

the CORE; the cause, the 

root, and the remedy? You 

can see the symptoms: 

pain, family breakdown, 

addiction, self-injury and 

depression. Join us this 

spring for The Core 2007 

event, “Helping Hurting 

Kids,” sponsored by Youth 

Specialities. The educational 

event will be held at the 

Ankeny Presbyterian 
Church, 317 S.E. Trilein 

Dr., in Ankeny, Saturday, 

8:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

(check in at 8:15 a.m.). 

Volunteers, parents, and 

Sunday School teachers will 

benefit from this confer-

ence. 

Speaker Dave Ambrose 
has been working with stu-

dents for more than 15 

years. He is currently over-

seeing the youth ministry at 

Bridgeway Community 

Church in Indianapolis. 

Check the Web site at: 

www.youthspecialties 

.com/thecore or call 888-

346-4179. 




